Marjorie Sumner Phillips
March 28, 1924 - September 2, 2014

Our caring and loving mother, Marjorie Sumner Phillips, passed away on Tuesday,
September 2, 2014 in Provo, Utah. She was born on March 28, 1924 in Provo, Utah to
Thomas Hugh and Zella LaMira Collins Sumner.
She married her sweetheart, Donald Boyd Phillips, on September 22, 1946 in Provo, Utah.
They were married for 66 happy years. She is survived by her children, Nancy (Dan)
Austen, Larry, Karla (Phil) Mercer, Bryan (Dianna). Marj and Don had 14 grandchildren
and 8 great-grandchildren.
Marjorie was a fourth generation Provoan. She graduated from Provo High School and
then continued her education at Utah State University (then known as The Utah State
Agricultural College - the “AC”) and also Brigham Young University. She was a member of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Marj loved her family and family gatherings. She liked us all to be together on holidays
and she liked to host our Sunday evening cake gatherings. She surprised her family every
Sunday evening with a different kind of cake to serve us, but especially liked to serve
Dad’s favorite, carrot cake. She was a thoughtful hostess and made sure everyone felt
comfortable and welcome.
Marj loved her home, making home improvements and especially loved gardening in her
large yard which kept her busy for eight months out of the year. She and Dad loved doing
things with their lifelong friends and relatives, they loved watching Utah Jazz basketball
games, and they loved spending time at their St. George condo. She loved creating
things, decorating for all the holidays, sewing, quilting, crocheting, and making special
gifts for the grandchildren.
She was a compassionate woman who had genuine concern for others. She cared for
those in her immediate family but many others as well. She had empathy for the
underdog, the less fortunate and downtrodden.

Marj was preceded in death by her husband, Don; a grandson, Alex Phillips; and her two
brothers, Robert C. Sumner and Thomas G. Sumner.
The family would like to express a special thank you to all the staff at Cove Point Assisted
Living, First Choice Home Health and Hospice, and many others who served in a caring
way. Their loving help was invaluable to us, and we sincerely appreciated the support they
gave us.
Graveside services will be held at 11:30 a.m., Saturday, September 6, 2014 at the Provo
City Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary
of Provo, 185 East Center Street, from 10-11:15 a.m. prior to services at the cemetery.
Condolences may be sent online at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
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