Maude MacCene Maynard Grimmett
June 13, 1913 - July 22, 2020

On Wednesday, July 22, 2020, Maude MacCene Maynard Grimmett—our beloved mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother, great-great-grandmother, and friend—passed away
peacefully in her home at the tremendous age of 107, surrounded by her loving family.
MacCene was born June 13, 1913, to Henry and Della Warner Maynard in Lewiston,
Idaho, the 1st of 3 children.
When she was eight years old, her family moved to Provo, Utah, where MacCene
graduated from Provo High School in 1931—in the midst of the Great Depression.
Two years later, she married the love of her life, BYU basketball great, Richard G.
Grimmett, on June 13, 1933; they were sealed for time and all eternity in the Salt Lake
City Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in December of 1952.
MacCene and Richard were active members of the LDS Church and served two missions
together—one in Birmingham, England and another in Christchurch, New Zealand.
But their greatest love was working with the youth of the Church, where they influenced
forever the lives of hundreds of young people in Provo and throughout the world, many of
whom have reached out with both condolences and life-changing stories.
MacCene also served for 13 years as a Stake Young Women’s President and on the
General Board of Young Women, where she was instrumental in creating the Young
Women’s Personal Progress Program.
MacCene was also a well-known and respected businesswoman at The Daily Herald,
Geneva Steel, and Brigham Young University, where she worked as Payroll Director for 35
years, completely computerizing the department while there.
MacCene was also a gifted, self-taught pianist and organist who not only played by ear,
but could on the spot miraculously transpose any piece of music into any desired key. Not
only did she play in church, and at countless wedding receptions and social functions, but
she also accompanied the famed women’s choir, The Chauntenettes, for many years.
MacCene was a prolific writer, who penned hundreds of cards and letters to not only the
young people she served, but also to the many family, friends, associates, and
missionaries, with whom she worked throughout her life. Till her dying day, she stayed in
touch with everyone on Facebook!
MacCene’s greatest joy was raising her five beautiful daughters—Karen, Dixie, Penny,

Mary, and Colleen (who preceded her in death due to cancer).
In her 107 years, MacCene experienced nearly the entire Twentieth Century, which
included the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, two World Wars, the Fabulous
Fifties, the tumultuous Sixties, the Civil Rights Movement, the Women’s Movement, and
every single stage of technology that has transformed our world into what it is today. She
also voted in 19 U.S. presidential elections and sustained 12 presidents of the LDS
Church, many of whom she knew personally.
MacCene is survived by her loving daughters: Karen (Blaine) Quarnstrom (Spanish Fork,
UT); Dixie Grimmett (Huntington Beach, CA); Gloria “Penny” Spresser (Spanish Fork, UT);
and Mary Tilson (Provo, UT), as well as 18 grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren, and 7
great-great-grandchildren (with another on the way).
She was preceded in death by her parents, siblings, husband Richard, daughter Colleen
Palfreyman, son-in-law Marvin Spresser, and grandson Michael Quarnstrom.
The family would like to thank all those who so lovingly cared for MacCene during her final
years, which allowed her to continue living in comfort in her own home—most especially
her beloved daughter, Dixie.
Graveside services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, July 30, 2020 at the Provo City
Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary of
Provo, 185 East Center Street, Wednesday, July 29, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Please bring
your own chair, wear a mask, and observe social distancing. Condolences may be
expressed to the family at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
In lieu of flowers, a donation may be made in her name to the Huntsman Cancer Foundati
on, 500 Huntsman Way, Salt Lake City, UT 84108.
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Comments

“

What is 10¢ worth?
This is a very late addition to the tribute wall, so I don't know if any family members
will read this, but I hope so. Catching up with some stacks of reading material, I was
just reading a Church News from July of this year and read an article about Maxine
Tate Grimm. Her name reminded me of Maxine Grimmett (now I see that I'd spelled it
wrong), and out of curiosity I thought I'd look up her name to see if I had
remembered it correctly.
I was amazed to find a 2019 newspaper article about her 106th birthday celebration
and her years at BYU, and the memories came flooding back. I thought if she was
still alive, I'd like to thank her for a long-ago deed that impacted my life.
And then I found her obituary from this year. Too late to thank her in person, and
maybe too late for someone in her family to see and read this, but I’m going to give it
a try.
When I was a student at BYU, I worked at the BYU Printing Press. In my third and
final year working there, one day Frank, the manager, called several of us to his
office and explained that even though the going pay rate for student on-campus
employment had until recently gone up from $1 per hour to the minimum wage of
$1.10 per hour, because the Printing Press shipped out of state we were subject to
interstate commerce laws and thus for several years should have been subject to the
minimum wage law.
He explained that Sister Grimmett had examined the payroll records of all the
students still at the Printing Press who had been employed prior to the wage change
at BYU and painstakingly recalculated the pay that should have been due to them
since the time of their employment.
For some of us, that extra ten cents translated into hundreds of dollars.
Several of us in the room started to cry when we were given our checks.
In my case, it was an unexpected $500.
Frank asked us each to sign a card of thanks to Sister Grimmett, as technically and
legally, she may not have been required to go to all the effort, but she had felt a
moral and ethical obligation to do so.
I didn't need the money for school, as I had received a scholarship and teaching
assistantship for the following year.
So with my $500, after paying tithing, I was able to buy a cedar chest, a sewing
machine, and my first car.
The car is long gone. But I still have the cedar chest and the sewing machine, and
from time to time as I use them, even after 50+ years, I am reminded of Sister

Grimmett and her careful and exacting efforts to calculate what ten cents can mean,
multiplied by twenty hours a week over several years.
I never really knew Sister Grimmett, although I may have once made my way to her
office to briefly thank her in person, but I do want to add my tribute here to a
remarkable woman who made a big difference in the life of a young coed that she
had never met.
Sincerely,
Kathleen Pedersen Whitworth
Kathleen Whitworth - August 26, 2020 at 06:29 PM

“

Your mother was a fabulous person. What a life! I'm Janice Tenney Sipherd - just
want to
say hello and remind you of all the good times dancing at BYU. Love to all your
family.
Janice. email is: johnsipherd@gmail.com

janice tenney sipherd - August 03, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

I felt privileged to be able to view the video of dear MacCene’s funeral, but more
privileged to have known her during her life. She was very dear to me and
strengthened my young testimony, during her mission with Dick, in the Grantham,
England Branch of the church.
MacCene became my friend, and throughout my life has kept in touch. First by her
regular letters, and more recently by Facebook.
My family’s visit to MacCene and Dicks home in Provo was a delight, as was their
visit to our Nottingham home at a later time.
There is not space here to tell all the memories I have of this dear Sister and friend.
She will be remembered in great detail in my life history as one of the great
inspirations of my life.
When MacCene signed her messages she always said “ I love you forever.” Or
words to that effect. The feeling is mutual and my heartfelt thanks to my Father in
Heaven, for being acquainted with His beloved and faithful daughter, MacCene.
“God bless you forever, dear sister and friend.”
Vivien Gray.

Vivien Gray - August 01, 2020 at 05:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album Graveside Services

Berg Mortuary - July 31, 2020 at 11:08 AM

“

I feel blessed to have known this great woman! Her contributions to youth &
especially the Young Women organization are legendary. God bless you, friend!
Carolyn J. Rasmus

carolyn j rasmus - July 29, 2020 at 10:04 PM

“

What a great woman and role model for all of us. Our love to her family especially
Dixie.
Earlene Durrant and Sheila Iversen

Earlene Durrant - July 29, 2020 at 04:47 PM

“

Growing up in Edgemont I knew MacCene and Grimmett Family for 65 years. I
visited MacCene over the years and it was always a great experience. I spent some
time with her a couple of years ago (I live on the East coast) and when I walked into
her living room she immediately called me by name and we chatted for an hour about
the old days of Edgemont and how things had changed. She was only 102 years old
then! I must echo the sentiments of others, MacCene was cordial, happy, friendly and
treated those she met with wholehearted kindness. I must say a word about Dick
Grimmett. My Dad played basketball with Dick back in the 1930's in The Provo
Basketball league. My Dad told me that Dick was the toughest played he has ever
guarded. Years later, we were practicing for "M" Men basketball and Dick showed up
to play. When Dick got the ball he would the come plowing through the defense and it
was like trying to stop a freight train. Dick and MacCene and together again. Best
Wishes to the Family.
Jim Collins

Jim Collins - July 29, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Jason Hunziker - July 29, 2020 at 01:05 AM

“

MacCene was my mom, Norma Vance Cannons friend. Mac Cene was always
happy, funny and just fun to be around. As A child and teenager I admired her
clothing and her hair. Her daughters were also beautiful and dressed in the latest
styles. Most of all I loved her spirit as she played the piano and the organ. She was
always a bright light in our Edgemont neighborhood.

Janine Cannon Davis - July 28, 2020 at 10:36 PM

“

I always appreciated listening to MacCene play the piano in our Edgemont Ward.
Fond memories in interacting with her over the years in the 1980s. I also appreciated
her firm testimony.

Joanna Posey - July 28, 2020 at 08:50 PM

“

What an amazing woman!! And she seemed to be always cheerful and smiling. My
heart goes out to her family, especially her daughter, Mary, who has been so devoted
to her mother. Kaye Garner

Kaye Garner - July 28, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

Am happy that I got to meet a amazing lady you will be miss!

Mercedes - July 28, 2020 at 10:13 AM

“

Love you, MacCene!

LeeAnn - July 28, 2020 at 08:35 AM

“

I was very blessed to have known this amazing woman. She treated me and my
family as if we were her own. She always included everyone as if they were her own.
She treated my son Robert Beardall with kindness and love. Wow, what a great life
she had. What a beautiful example of Christ's love. Even though I haven't seen her
for a long time I will always remember her poems, her piano playing and her gracious
kindness to me and my family. What an amazing reunion she is having with her loved
ones who have been waiting for her return.

Beverly Beardall - July 28, 2020 at 12:06 AM

“

There are no words that can adequately do justice to this sweet and wonderful
woman! MacCene was one of a kind, she always had time and affection for the little
girl who would pick most of the beautiful Tulips in her garden each Spring! So
grateful that I got to grow up across the street from her. Love you MacCene!

Melynda - July 27, 2020 at 03:54 PM

“

To the Grimmett Family,so sad to hear of Maccenes passing she was timeless, Macene
was a perfectionist in all that she under took ,she was Phillips right hand man!!!! When he
was called to be the District President at such a young age,both your parents became our
kid’s grandparents to our 4 Children and they just loved your parents. When they finished
there mission in NZ both your parents left a big hole in our hearts, your parents were a
pleasure to have in our home @ Macene was such a ball of fun always positive,we and she
kept in touch over the years a nd when we came over she was 99 at the time she and
Phillip talked till 2 or 3 in the morning as for me l went to sleep on the floor as l couldn’t
keep up with the pair of them.We hope your families are well,and some day we may meet
you in the USA or if you come to NZ you are most welcome , our love to you all Chris
@Phillip MacDonald
Chris @Phillip MacDonald - August 04, 2020 at 04:55 AM

