Michael Clayton
October 8, 1970 - July 27, 2012

Michael Joseph Clayton, age 41, of Provo, passed away on July 27, 2012, due to
complications of multiple sclerosis. He was born on October 8, 1970 in Murray, Utah to
Keith Joseph Clayton and Connie Marie Hall of Springville/Provo.
Michael is best remembered for his friendliness and kindness by those who knew him. He
graduated from Timpview High School, where he was voted among one of three "Most
Preferred Men." An active member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Michael said his service as a missionary in the Eugene Oregon Mission was one of the
highlights of his life.
Michael greatly enjoyed being in the outdoors and loved to hike and camp. He achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout and was a member of the Order of the Arrow just before his 13th
birthday. His three brothers were also Eagle Scouts.
Michael had many other interests and talents including the collection of old watches,
paintings and historic artifacts. He taught himself how to repair old watches and was a
master craftsman.
During his working years, Michael led a very productive life. He used his hands skillfully as
an offset printing plate maker, a printing press operator, and as a photographer and film
developer. When personal computers were developed, he loved learning how to operate
and repair them. He succeeded in everything he set his mind to. During the years prior to
his death, Michael was a skilled technician as an operator of the electron microscope at
US Synthetics of Orem, Utah, the world leader in the production of artificial diamondtipped tools for industry.
Michael's primary love and concern was always for his two daughters, Katherine and
Jane. His thoughts were constantly focused on their success and happiness. He loved
being with them and teaching them skills that would bless their young lives. After being
diagnosed with "Severe, Rapidly-progressive Multiple Sclerosis" several years ago, his

every free moment was focused on creating a legacy to leave for their care and education.
Michael is survived by his parents, Dr. Keith and Connie Clayton, and his siblings: David
(and Hyea Won) Clayton of Pleasant Grove; Lisa (and Stuart) Ashton of Provo; Julie (and
Joseph) Campbell of Provo; Dr. Matthew (and Melissa) Clayton of Provo; and Amy (and
Ryan) Bonham of Lehi as well as by his Austrian "sister" Elfreida Panholzer. He is
preceded in death by his grandparents, Vaughn & Eunice Clayton and Arthur & Della Hall,
and his brothers Keith Joseph Clayton, Jr., and Jonathan Joseph Clayton and by his
Chinese "grandmother" Susan T'sien, all of whom we loved dearly.
Funeral services will be held at 11:30 a.m., Friday, August 3, 2012 at the Sherwood Hills
Chapel, 345 East 4525 North, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary of
Provo, 185 East Center Street, Thursday evening from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. and at the church
Friday from 10:00 – 11:15 a.m. prior to the services. Interment will be at East Lawn
Memorial Hills, 4800 North 650 East, Provo, Utah. Condolences may be sent through his
obituary at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Clayton Family,
I was so sorry to hear of your loss. I have always loved your family. Mike was always
so kind and fun to be around. What a loss. I am thinking of you all....God Bless you.
Love always..Jana

Jana (Kunz) Porter - Pleasant Grove, UT - Friend - August 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

We appreciate your friendship thru the years from the BYU 4th Stake and the Hobble
Creek, Grindstone Association. We are saddend to hear of the loss of your son.
These are the occations that we as family and friends honor those memories of our
families and the joy they have brought to us thru the years. May you find comfort in
the love of those who love and respect you.
The Sumsions, Dick and Joann

Richard and Joann Sumsion - Springville, UT - Friends - August 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I just learned of Michael's death and just want the Clayton's to know I am thinking of
them and remembering them in my prayers. Our families were good friends when we
were all in school. It seemed like all of my siblings had a friend in the Clayton family.
Mine was Julie. What a wonderful family!!!! My God bless you and comfort you
always!

Laura (Talbot) Klein - Centerville, UT - Friend of the family - August 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Clayton family I am so sorry for the loss of your son. I am sure if he is anything like
his father he was an incredible person. I have know keith for about as many years as
my kids pediatrition and now matt is my sons sons pediatrition. Great family and a
great loss to us all. Best wishes to all of Michaels family. My thoughts and prayers
are with you in this great hour of sadness. Elaine Sessions

Elaine Sessions - orem, UT - August 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to all the family, I worked closely with Mike several years at US
Synthetic even before he was diagnosed with MS. I remember when he told me that
he might have MS and I was in shock, that something like that would happen to such
a young and great man. Since I have known Mike he would always take things as
they came and didn't seem to complain very much. As mentioned in the obituary
Mike was always looking out for his daughters and you could tell that he loved them
very much just how he talked about them. Mike was very intelligent and innovative at
his job and off. Through the years Mike was promoted at work and I seen him much
less than I wanted to, but every chance I got I would visit with him and let him know
that I was praying for him.
About May of this year I became unable to work anymore and lost contact with Mike
until I read his obituary, I was deeply saddened by his passing. I will miss him greatly.

Scott Bell - Salem, UT - Close Friend from Work - August 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I feel incredibly lucky and blessed to have known Michael, he truly was an amazing
individual. I admired many things about him, his giant heart his kindness, and his
brilliant mind. He is a forever friend, with a smile that will light up heaven! You will be
missed Michael.
My love and prayers go out to his beautiful daughters and the Clayton family. All my
best,
- Carolyn (Clifford) Child

Carolyn (Clifford) Child - Lindon, UT - Friend - August 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Keith and Connie,
How saddened we were to hear of Mike's passing. We have such fond memories of
him and of all the summer days and evenings our children would "jump the fence"
back and forth between your pool and our volleyball net. Thank you for your
professionalism and the many kindnesses to our family. How grateful we are for the
sure knowledge that we will be embraced by our loved ones who have only gone
ahead.
Time passes so quickly but our love for you and your family will not.
Leigh Stern & Family

The Leigh Stern Family - August 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Connie & Keith,
I was so saddened to read about Michael's death. It has been many years since our
days at the U, but I want you to know that Gary & I are thinking of you at this time.
We love you and wish you the best.

Gary & Jayne Weight - Orem, UT - friend of Connie & Keith - August 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our hearts our full of sorrow and memories of Mike. I remember the day he and I
were placed as companions in the Oregon Eugene Mission. Mike was full of life and I
could see he was a great missionary. He was teaching himself to play the guitar and
was a big fan of Cat Stephens and Cherry Cheesecake. Our friendship lasted
beyond the mission and was grateful that he took the wedding photo's for me and my
wife. His was larger than life, his spirit was kind, his friendship true. My prayers are
with your family and children at this time of loss. May the spirit comfort those left
behind. Thanks for everything Mike.

Christopher Ryan - Hooper, UT - Friend - August 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am very saddened to hear of Michael's passing. It has been many years since I
have seen Micheal, but I remember him fondly. He was always very kind and a
joyous person to be around. I met him while working at the photo lab at Smith's. My
thoughts are with the Clayton Family at this time.
-Chyna

Chyna Call - Murray, UT - friend - August 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Michael's passing. I haven't seen him in years, but I
have so many wonderful memories of your family, of Keith, and of Dave. The Farmer
family has always loved the Claytons. Our hearts are with you at this time and please
let Dave know he is remembered and thought of by me and by Clark.
Love, Sarah Farmer

Sarah Farmer - Washington, DC, DC - friend - August 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Mike was always a great friend to so many people in high school. He was very smart,
extremely funny, and an overall great guy to be around. He had the unique ability to
have his head on straight with things that matter in life, but also totally be "his own
guy" ... social, witty and and fun to be around, even hilarious. Life is so short. Even
though I have not seen him in years, I will miss the chance of having him at class
reunions or seeing him around town. I'm grateful to know him and his wonderful
family. He will be missed but never forgotten.

Dan Doxey - Provo, UT - High School Friend - August 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

What a sweet person he was. So talented, smart and artistic. It is a sad day to think
of his passing. My thoughts and prayers are with your family. So sorry for your loss.

Brigitta (grimmer) Hair - Danville , CA - Friend - August 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I regret that it has been many years since we last spent time together, Michael, but I
am thankful knowing you are in Heaven. I will always remember hanging out with you
at so many family gatherings at Grandma and Grandpa Clayton's house and at pool
parties at your mom and dad's house. We always had such a good time. Thank you
for being part of my life. God bless you!

Jessica Springman - Noblesville, IN - Cousin - August 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I consider my association with the Clayton family a great blessing--from reading in
Kindergarten with David, to knowing and having friendships with many of the Clayton
"kids." It's been many years since I've seen Mike, but could always count on him for
a kind word and charming smile. I'm so sorry to hear of his passing. This world has to
be a slightly sadder place without him here. May all of his family and loved ones be
blessed and comforted at this time and in the future.

Ann Westover Henrie - Eagle Mountain, UT - friend - August 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Clayton and wife. I saw your son's obit in the newspaper and found he was your
son. Dr. Clayton, you took care of my children years ago when they were little. You
probably don't remember me but JR and I loved you as our children's pediatrician.
JR, my husband passed away from MS in November of 2011. It is a disease that
takes so much from those who suffer from it and from those of us who care for them.
My heart goes out to you at this time and pray that Father's blessings and His peace
with be with you!

Patti Sellers - Cedar Hills, UT - Children were Dr. Clayton's Pts. - July 31, 2012 at 12:00 AM

