Midge (Edith Ann) Dawson Patrick
July 6, 1946 - March 24, 2020

Midge (Edith Ann) Dawson Patrick passed away surrounded by family on March 24, 2020.
Midge was born in Provo, Utah on July 6, 1946 to Edith Jones and C. Holman Dawson;
she lived on Grandview Hill on the family 50 acre fruit farm/orchard until she married on
June 1, 1967 in the Salt Lake Temple to John Rooks Patrick. Midge graduated from Provo
High School in 1964 and from Brigham Young University with a Bachelors in Nursing in
1968. John was in the United States Air Force during which time they lived in various
places around the world including: Biloxi, Mississippi (for Hurricane Camille); Lompoc,
California; Orem, Utah; Fort Mead, Maryland; Wiesbaden, Germany; Mons, Belgium; and
Charlotte, North Carolina. Her children: John David (1969) and Kristine (1970) were born
in Lompoc; Brian (1972) was born in Provo; Robert (1974) in Annapolis; Craig (1977),
Devin and Darin (1978) in Provo; Cheryl (1981) in Wiesbaden.
Midge loved being a Wife and Mother. For years she spent many precious moments
making PB & J sandwiches in the van while driving her children between all of their
events. She loved those days! She was amazingly talented at oil painting, water color, tole
painting, cake decorating, crocheting, playing the piano, dried flower pictures and was the
greatest bread maker ever!
In 1987, a devastating car accident changed her life. John Rooks and her son Brian were
killed, and all of the remaining family were severely injured. Midge became a quadriplegic
but that didn’t stop her from continuing to be a fantastic Mother and friend. She raised her
children while doing all the laundry, cooking, cleaning, and being the “command center” for
all.
Midge attracted lifelong friends wherever she lived. She was very active in The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, holding many positions in the Primary, Relief Society,
and Young Women organizations, and treasured her time as a seminary teacher in North
Carolina. She was without a doubt the greatest ministering sister to all. When she was in
the Relief Society Presidency they decided to make Valentine cookies for every sister in

the ward. That started a 30 year tradition of making Valentine cookies for others. This year
she made 260 cookies each individualized with the person’s name and flower on it. At her
peak she was making 400 cookies a year.
Midge was passionate about volunteering and service. She created and organized the
clothing center at the Utah State Hospital and volunteered there for 28 years. She made
hundreds of nightgowns and quilts for humanitarian efforts. She baked countless loaves of
bread, meals for those in crisis, and goodies and treats for people in her community. In
1994 Midge received the State of Utah Silver Bowl Award from Governor Mike Leavitt in
recognition of her outstanding community service efforts.
She and her friend Peggy maximized life. While the children were home, the family
traveled somewhere every year. After the children were raised, they sailed on 7 cruises,
went to Europe 5 times, Hawaii twice, Guatemala, and many remote and unique places in
the United States with at least yearly trips to Canada to visit Peggy’s family, who quickly
became her family too.
Midge was preceded in death by her loving husband, John Rooks, her son Brian, her
parents and grandparents. She is survived by 7 children and their spouses: John David
(Kiyomi), Kristine (John Breeding), Robert (Lindsey), Craig (Kelly), Devin (Bethany), Darin
(Marie), and Cheryl (Eric Vawdrey); 20 grandchildren: Allison, Emily, Liz, Tyler, Jonathan,
Amanda, Madison, Owen, Noah, Megan, Jacob, Katie, Brooklyn, Christopher, Darby,
Maxwell, Lucy, Ruby, Kaiya and Kaden; her siblings C. Steven Dawson (Janet) and Mary
Dawson Wood (Duaine), and many nieces and nephews. She was the favorite aunt. Also
surviving Midge is her dearest friend and caregiver Peggy Grusendorf…and many others
who dearly love her.
Due to current circumstances, there will not be a funeral. Private graveside services will
be held on Monday, March 30, 2020. Interment will be at the Evergreen Cemetery in
Springville, UT. A celebration of Midge’s life will be held at a later date. Condolences may
be expressed and a video of her service may be viewed shortly after the service at
www.bergmortuary.com.
In lieu of flowers please consider donating to Primary Children’s Hospital or the
Humanitarian Aid Fund of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Berg Mortuary - March 30, 2020 at 07:25 PM

“

Midge...All the great memories...my wife Kathryn and I fell in love with Midge and the
WHOLE family when we moved back to Grandview Hill (a great entire family where
we all live as best friends in the present and will continue to live as family when we
re-join Midge again). We just looked so forward to seeing and visiting, sharing our
travels each week and sitting by the Midge and Peggy brigade at church. She will be
missed but I also know the reunion will be so sweet when Midge dances and twirls
with all of us when we meet again.
Love you Midge
Our hearts and prayers are with the Patrick's and Peggy at this time.
Kevin & Kathryn Garbe forever family.

Kevin & Kathryn Garbe - April 02, 2020 at 01:32 AM

“

Thank you so much for sharing this video. Midge has been a big part of my life. She
has always been there to give a helping hand in my times of need. I love and
appreciate her and all the children. They are dear to my heart. What an honor you all
are to the name of your mother and father. I am glad that they are finally together. I
send all my love!
Aunt Kathleen

Kathleen Hammond - March 31, 2020 at 05:21 PM

“

Beverly and I just finished watching the graveside service. We went through a bunch
of tissues. It was certainly good to see each of you and share in feelings and
experiences by the video. We love Midge and John and we love each of you. We
love Peggy and thank her for her angelic service to Midge. We pray God's blessings
of comfort and peace and also testify to the reality of the Plan of Happiness for each
of us.
Love,
Beverly and Ray Bishop

Ray Bishop - March 31, 2020 at 02:16 PM

“

We came to love and admire Midge, Peggy, and all the children we met when we
lived in Provo. When we think of a woman of courage, Midge stands out in our own
lives as that one of a kind person who has been an enduring influence on our hearts
and minds. We are grateful to have interacted with her. We send our love to all the
children and to Peggy. We pray you will be comforted and sustained in this transition.
With love,
Kaare and Annela Teemant (Greenwood, Indiana)

Annela Teemant - March 30, 2020 at 09:27 PM

“

I have wonderful memories of Midge! I loved hearing her travel stories while we
volunteered in the clothing center at USH together. I didn't know she was a
quadriplegic, I just thought she couldn't feel her legs; she did so much!
I'm proud to say I received a few of her famous valentine cookies. I remember this
last Thanksgiving helping her glue walnut turkeys for her table setting. She always
liked decorating & crafts, she is so talented. You will be missed, Midge.
Polly Billings

Polly Billings - March 28, 2020 at 11:05 PM

“

We became acquainted with John and Midge when we were transferred to
Wiesbaden, Germany. John was our sponsor. We didn't really develop a close
relationship until we moved to Belgium where they had been transferred prior to our
arrival. That's when our relationship blossomed. Upon returning to the states,
whenever we traveled to Utah, we would stop by to visit with Midge and Peggy-if they
were home! We always enjoyed and looked forward to our visits. They would even let
us know when they were in our area so we could arrange to meet them. It was
amazing the amount of time Midge and Peggy spent on the road in spite of Midge’s
wheelchair. She never let that get in her way and with Peggy as a companion, off
they would go again and again.
Midge was a loving, kind and generous friend. One day I mentioned how much I liked
one of her paintings and she gave it to me! It hangs in our living room and now will
be a daily reminder of what a wonderful friend we had in Midge. We love you, Midge,
miss you, but rejoice in knowing you are now free to run to embrace John and Brian.
You will certainly be missed, never forgotten.
Bernie and Margie Beldin, Richland, Washington

Margie Beldin - March 28, 2020 at 04:39 PM

“

Midge was our neighbor when we lived in Provo. She was remarkable. No one could
have done more in spite of her body which chained her. As a quadriplegic she lived
in a wheel chair. I remember visiting her and seeing burns on her arms. She'd
explain that she had burned her arms on hotplates of the stove while preparing
meals. (She had no feeling in her body from the neck down. She had limited use of
her arms and pointer fingers, but raised 7 children anyway.) Peggy Grusendorf is an
unsung hero who lived with the Patricks and shared their lives with them. She is a
nurse and gave Midge the needed care, relieving that burden from the children. Two
remarkable, extraordinary women.

Rosemary Mathews - March 28, 2020 at 01:46 PM

“

I will never forget beautiful Midge, a longtime friend whom I first met due to tragic
circumstances in 1987 in St Louis, Missouri. Her sweet and brave children reflected
the strength of their exceptional parents as they overcame immense challenges. I will
always admire the courage and faith of this amazing woman and her family. I offer
special expressions of comfort at this time of loss to Craig, John David, and sweet
Cheryl who I was privileged to serve and love.

Brenda Colvin - March 27, 2020 at 09:07 PM

“

Midge became a dear friend when she and John arrived at Lompoc, California and
were in need of an apartment. Midge was near delivery of their first and we helped,
creating a forever friendship. We shared housing, child care, meals, church
meetings, service and so much more with the Patrick family. It is a time and memory
we cherish and will do so forever. When Ray was called as Bishop, he wanted John
as a counselor, but the Lord said no. Just a few months later when the Elders
Quorum president was given more responsibility, John was the one in the ward that
was sustained to carry our that work. Then Ray understood why he received the
answer of 'no'.
When Ray completed service in the Air Force and moved to Orem, We kept in touch
and loved it when they also moved to Orem. We joined the Patrick family for FHE,
meals, parties and more. Then they were transferred by the Air Force and our
contacts with them were decreased. We were shocked to receive word of the
accident and visited Midge in the hospital as soon as she was moved to Salt Lake.
We have maintained our friendship with Midge regularly over the years and happily
added Peggy to it. Dinners in their home and in our back yard each year have been a
joy to us. Midge and John are together again and though we mourn, we joy in the
image we have of her walking again. Bless you dear friend.
Beverly and Ray Bishop

Beverly & Ray Bishop - March 27, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

Ah Midge.... Without a doubt she was one of my favorite students when I taught
nursing at BYU -- Bright, Smart, and so much FUN. I was horrified when I heard of
the accident. When they were all finally released from hospitals they moved in with
dear, amazing Peggy and were in our ward in Mapleton. I loved participating in the
Eagle awards to the boys (including Brian) on 17 Oct 1993 and lots of visits during
that time period. I look forward to shouting at her when we both “rise up” in the
Evergreen Cemetery – I have a spot there and will be looking for her…. Farewell,
dear DEAR Midge…. Love, MEE

MARY ELLEN EDMUNDS - March 27, 2020 at 06:33 AM

“

With Love from the Hammonds purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Midge (Edith Ann) Dawson Patrick.

With Love from the Hammonds - March 26, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Berg Mortuary - March 26, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

Midge is my special niece. When she was born she a tiny little thing. Her Grandmother
Dawson called her midget because she was so tiny. It stuck and Edith Ann Dawson
became Midge Dawson for the rest of her life. She is a beautiful daughter of our Heavenly
Father. In her early years she worked
on the farm with her mom Edith, picking and sorting fruit and helping where ever she could.
I remember her as a cute little girl
with a winning personality. Life has a way of creating challenges
for all of us and Midge and her husband John were not amune.
She never complained about her circumstance as a single parent. Following the accident
we were all blessed by an old
friend of Midge's. As a family we were discussing how we would take care of Midge and her
family when she and the kids all got out of the hospital. Peggy came forth and asked to
take the family to live with her at her home. That developed into a life long companionship
for Midge and Peggy. I am sure that Midge
is giving John an ear full for all the years she has had to bear the
reponsability of raising the children with out him. We love you all every one and know that
you will carry on as you have been taught. Peggy is a great hero that has ben the best
friend and care giver that Midge could have hoped for. Together they have
enjoyed many trips and family challenges. Thanks Peggy. Uncle Ray and Aunt Jolene
Ray Dawsom - March 27, 2020 at 11:11 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Edith "Midge" Dawson Patrick.

March 26, 2020 at 11:54 AM

