Myrna Jane Durfee Herde
December 11, 1925 - February 4, 2014

Our beloved mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and sister passed away on
February 4, 2014 to rejoin her eternal companion Karl Herde. She was born on December
11, 1925, in Aurora, Utah to LeGrande and Alima Durfee.
While living in Aurora, Myrna learned to work hard on the family farm thinning sugar beets.
Later, the Durfee family moved to Provo. She graduated from the BYU Academy High
School and began attending the University. It was then Myrna met her sweetheart, Karl
Herde who was stationed in Utah before being deployed to the Pacific Theatre during
World War II. They were married April 1, 1944 in Provo, Utah. Their marriage was later
solemnized in the LDS Logan Temple.
While raising her family, Myrna went back to school to receive her Bachelor’s Degree in
Elementary Education from BYU. She taught for 21 years in the Provo School District. Her
teaching has had a great impact on her family and her students. All of her children,
grandchildren, and students grew to love reading books through her influence. She is
remembered by several of her students as their favorite teacher. Her students loved her
because she genuinely cared about them and their success.
As an active member of the LDS Church, she was well known as the “fun” cub-scout Den
Leader. Her favorite church calling was Primary President. Myrna’s primary children and
cub scouts still comment how much they enjoyed being in Primary or her cub den.
Myrna is survived by her children, Gary (Cheri) Herde, Terri (Alan) Rhodes, Sherrie
(William) Finlay, Kathryn (Michael) Coons; 17 grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren and
her siblings, Merrill Durfee, Lola Jenkins and Leila Costello. Myrna was preceded in death
by her husband Karl, son Eric, and brother Lyman Durfee.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Monday, February 10, 2014 at the Oak Hills
7th Ward Chapel, 1038 North 1200 East, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the church from
10-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment will be at the Provo City Cemetery. Condolences

may be sent online at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Dear Herde Family,
I was so sorry to hear about the loss of your dear mother. I know I am late with this,
but just had to write. Your mom meant a lot to me. I moved to Provo when I was in
4th grad, and felt like I didn't have a place here. I was a student of your mom's in 5th
grade (1972), and she really made all the difference in my life. (She spoke of you
often, and I actually had the privilege of meeting a few of you.) She treated me like I
was someone very special. I would stay after school all the time, and she would talk
to me, take me into teacher's workroom, would sometimes buy me a grape soda, and
she even gave me a ride home occasionally. During school, when she had to leave
the room, she would usually put me in charge and have me sit at her desk. She really
helped me through a hard transition in my life. I knew that she cared about me, and
she helped me feel that I was valuable. There have been several times when I
considered writing to her to tell her how much she meant to me. Now I am so sorry I
never did it. While she was at the Jamestown facility, I brought some of my violin
students to the facility to perform a few times. After I introduced myself the first time,
she seemed excited to see me. When I came the second time, she acted like she
remembered who I was. Even after all those years, and the many things she had
dealt with, she seemed truly interested in me and seemed excited to see me. Your
mom was my favorite teacher. She touched my life like no one else did. I owe her a
huge thank-you! Thank you to your family as well, for sharing your incredible mother
with so many students at Joaquin Elementary School. She really was a special
teacher, who had a positive influence on my life and the lives of so many other young
children.
I am truly sorry for your loss. She was an amazing woman. Sincerely, TruAnn (Oaks)
Boulter

TruAnn Boulter - February 20, 2014 at 12:35 PM

“

Dear Herde Family:
The news of Myrna's passing recalls many years of reflections about her among our
family members. My wife and I have three daughters, all of whom were students of
"Mrs. Herde." They adored her, and her influence was very instrumental in
encouraging all of them to pursue careers in education. The three of them eventually
earned four bachelor's degrees, three masters, and one doctorate. All are active
teachers today.
Our family spent a year in Hawaii, and on our return to Utah found that the youngest
(Doni) was considerably behind her Utah peers in reading skills. Mrs. Herde spent
extra time with her, brought her up to speed, and today she is a teacher of English
and Comparative Literature at UVU.
We recognize that many hundreds, likely even thousands, of students benefitted
from having Mrs. Herde as their teacher -- but wanted to add our own personal
commendations to her dedication and professional skills. She was a rare one!
Our deepest regards to you as a family in this profound loss.
Duane and Kaye Jeffery (and Tammi, Kodi, and Doni)

duane jeffery - February 11, 2014 at 10:08 PM

“

Our family loved your Mom! She was the greatest teacher for our children while
they attended Joaquin Elementary. They dearly loved her. She was a great
influence to many children throughout the years she taught. Your family is in
our thoughts and prayers at this time. The Sam Blackham family

Sam Blackham - February 11, 2014 at 12:37 PM

“

So many fun memories of your mom! Growing up across the street and spending
time in her home with one of my best friends in the world-Terri! Sleep over parties
were the best---Myrna and Karl were so much fun! They played games with us, fixed
us dinner and provided treats. They were like my second family. I'm so happy they
are together again and thankful to still have Terri as one of my best friends in the
world!

Kathy (West) Hansen - February 08, 2014 at 06:29 PM

