Norma Toronto Morrell
June 29, 1926 - December 12, 2015

Norma Toronto Morrell passed away peacefully, surrounded by her family, on December
12, 2015 in Provo, Utah. She was born to Albert and Etta Toronto in Salt Lake City on
June 29, 1926, the youngest of nine children. She graduated from the University of Utah.
An accomplished pre-school teacher, she often commented that her very favorite calling in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was teaching the Sunbeams.
Norma married her beloved husband, Ed, in the Salt Lake LDS Temple on September 10,
1954. They met through her brother, Wally, who had been Ed’s mission president in
Czechoslovakia. In 1981, Ed and Norma were thrilled to serve as the mission president
and mission mom for the East European Mission, which included Czechoslovakia. The
Austria Vienna Mission was added to their assignment in 1982. They again were called to
serve in Prague, when Ed presided over the Czech Prague Mission from 1996-98.
Norma was universally loved because she loved others and expressed it often. Her last
words to each member of her family were, “I love you!” and “Jesus loves all of us!” Her
family is so grateful for her legacy of love for all people and the gospel of Jesus Christ
which she communicated with her smile, warm words, and wonderful hugs. She had a
phenomenal memory which allowed her to make an immediate connection with anyone,
anywhere in the world. Her friendships brought great joy to her throughout her life.
Norma is survived by her husband, Edwin B. Morrell, and five of her six daughters and
their spouses, Ann and Ryan Thomas, Barbara Morrell, Kathleen and David Lynch, Susan
and Scott Cherry, and Betsy and Lance Redford. She loved being visited by her sixteen
living grandchildren and their spouses and her nine great-grandchildren who called her
“Oma.” She was preceded in death by her daughter, Christine Morrell, and her grandsons,
Sean Morrell Thomas and Mitchell Morrell Cherry.
Norma’s family will miss her dearly and could write volumes about her full life and her
influence for good. However, she wanted a shorter obituary, desiring to be remembered
for her love of God, love of the Church, and of her family.

Funeral services will be held on Friday, December 18, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. at the Provo
Utah East Stake Center, 667 North 600 East, Provo, Utah. Viewings will be at the Berg
Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Provo, Utah on Thursday, December 17, 2015
from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the church on Friday morning from 10-10:45 a.m. prior to
services. Interment, Provo City Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to the LDS Church Perpetual Education Fund. Condolences may be
extended to the family at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Bishop and Sister Morrell: Our second set of parents when we were first married at
BYU in 1986--we will never forget you. Sending our love and prayers, Carol and Jim
Palazzo, Southlake, TX.

Carol Palazzo - January 06, 2016 at 02:01 PM

“

It has been a very long time, and we lost contact over those years, but we were
friends in Cambridge back in the 1950's. I remember Norma as being very creative,
intelligent and fun, always willing to share her testimony with others, and set a fine
example for all to see. My condolences to you, Ed, and your family. Eunice Harmon
Knecht, Salt Lake City

Eunice Knecht - December 20, 2015 at 10:37 PM

“

So Sorry ED & family. I was friends with Norma many many years ago in Boston.
"Hold on to your memories and let them guide you during this time of sadness."
Much Love, Arvella

Arvella George - December 19, 2015 at 11:46 PM

“

I served in the Czech Republic under the Morrells from 1996 to 1998. I remember
Sister Morrell as being very sweet and loving. She truly cared about everyone she
met and took very seriously her care of the missionaries under her charge. I very
much looked forward to visiting with her whenever I went by the mission home or
during various conferences and meetings. She was a wonderful woman whom I will
never forget. condolences to her family, especially to President Morrell whom I also
loved very much. Their love and devotion to each other is something I will always
remember. I love you President and you are in my thoughts.

Charlie Reeves - December 17, 2015 at 04:08 PM

“

Aunt Norma, what a wonderful woman-such an shining example of thoughtfulness
and compassion throughout her eventful and accomplished life. I first remember her
as a young woman; when she and Uncle Ed got married; as she was raising her
family; and their travels to places that seemed to me to be exotic and adventurous.
Certainly there were trials in her life, but throughout it all she maintained a calm and
quiet demeanor. I feel something of a sadness at her passing, but also great joy at
her life that was so well lived. I am thankful to have been associated with her. My
love and prayers to Uncle Ed and the family.

Roger Toronto, Pinetop, AZ - December 16, 2015 at 06:43 PM

“

Sister Morrell was my primary teacher when I was little--too little to remember the
lessons, but old enough to remember her love. She brought little dolls back from
Czechoslovakia for us long after we were no longer in her class and left chocolate
Advent calendars on the doorstep until I was out of primary. The world was a much
brighter place for her being in it.

Jennifer Bussio - December 16, 2015 at 01:53 PM

“

Norma Morrell was one of our "moms" on Vienna Study Abroad in 1987 and was just
so calm and cared about each one of us. Her daughter, Betsy, was one of the
students with us and was raised by wonderful parents, I will always have fond
memories of our time with the Morrell's on Study Abroad. My thoughts and prayers
are with the family, especially Dr. Morrell, who will have to wait a little while to be
reunited with his sweetheart.

Joanne Stohs - December 15, 2015 at 11:55 PM

“

Dear Ed and Norma, I love you both. What tremendous influence you have both had
in my life. You have blessed and guided and taught me. And then befriended me as
well. One of your grateful missionaries. Marcus Smith

Marcus Smith - December 15, 2015 at 09:46 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to the Morrell family. I will always be grateful for her
kindness and example; a truly great lady. Mike Abramson, LDS missionary, Austria
Vienna mission, 1982-1984

Michael Abramson - December 15, 2015 at 07:55 AM

“

HI Barbara,
I didn't know your mom, but I know how wonderful you are so I know she was as well. May
sweet memories bring you peace and comfort. My thoughts and prayers are with you and
your family in your loss.
Love Cherie
Cherie Egan - December 18, 2015 at 11:00 AM

“

I loved being a missionary in the Austria Vienna Mission under the direction of President
Morrell. Sister Morrell was a saint and cared so much for the missionaries. She was a great
wife/partner to President Morrell. You will be missed. God's speed to you President Morrell
and family.
Scott Jackson - January 02, 2016 at 10:02 AM

