Norman Nelson White
August 19, 1931 - February 16, 2020

Norman Nelson White passed away peacefully early Sunday morning, February 16, 2020,
in Provo, Utah, from complications of a hemorrhagic stroke. He was 88 years old, having
lived a remarkable life of service to God and Country and Family. A decorated United
States Air Force fighter pilot, Lt. Colonel White hung up his flight suit in 1973 after serving
in two wars, and embarked on a 40-year second career of tireless missionary service for
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Born to Burton Morgan White and Della Mary Nelson White on August 19, 1931, in rural
Beaver, Utah, Norm dreamed big and fulfilled his dreams. On his way to becoming an Air
Force pilot, he attended Branch Agricultural College in Cedar City, Utah, where he met
and married the love of his life, Kay Irene Moser. Both Norm and Kay were blessed with
beautiful singing voices, and they embarked happily on what would be a nearly 68-yearlong joy-filled duet.
He graduated from Brigham Young University and began a 20-year career as an Air Force
officer, which took him and his family to bases from Georgia to Japan and points in
between. His service began near the end of the Korean War and ended near the end of
the Vietnam War. That service earned him the rank of Lt. Colonel, as well as
commendations for bravery, valor, leadership, and exceptional skill.
By 1968, Norm and Kay had seven children, all living in a duplex in Reese AFB housing,
outside Lubbock, Texas. Somehow, Norm balanced family, military service, church service,
and a fair amount of fun. He approached life with a smile on his face and a twinkle in his
eye. Though he was a dedicated military man, he also was disarmingly easy-going. His
exacting pilot training, however, did have a way of showing up from time to time in his
everyday life. Though he owned practical vehicles his entire life, he still had a reputation
among his son’s friends in Texas for driving a VW Bus like a supersonic jet fighter.
After the Air Force, Norm moved his family to Provo and went to work for BYU, soon
becoming the Business Manager at the Missionary Training Center. Missionary service

became a fulltime job and calling. For nearly four decades, with Kay right by his side,
Norm worked in the MTC, with four diversions to serve as Mission President of the
California Sacramento Mission, President of the Preston, England MTC, Director of the
Los Angeles LDS Temple Visitors Center, and Missionary Department Mission President
Liaison. Along the way, in his spare time, he earned a doctorate degree from BYU. While
he was quietly proud of his Air Force career, he always said he was happiest working with
missionaries.
In summing up the life of Norman White, his granddaughter, Deborah White Speed, said it
beautifully. “My Grandpa lived a life dedicated to the service of God and Country. He loved
a good slice of homemade pie and BYU football (no matter how many times they
disappointed him), and he played croquet ruthlessly. He was a farm boy from Beaver who
loved to fly fast planes and tell slow stories. He served 3 missions with the love of his life
and was an example of enduring faith to his children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren. My mind can only picture him smiling, and my best memories of him
involve a lot of laughter and love (and usually some ice cream). He was a pinnacle of
goodness and a man that all men should try to become. I love you forever, Grandpa.”
Norman is survived by his wife, Kay; children, Kim Skinner (Charlie), Jon (Susan), Robin
Knudsen (Wayne), Paul (Debra), Eric (Maylene), and Norman (Allyson); his sisters, Nora
Brown (David), MaryAnn Thomson (Jeff), Barbara Cowan (Danny), and Debra Cowan
(Jeff); 29 grandchildren, and 39 great-grandchildren. He was welcomed home by his
parents, his brother, Barlow, and his son, Robert (Elizabeth).
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, February 22, 2020 at the Edgemont
South Stake Center, 350 East (Canyon Road) 2950 North, Provo, Utah. Friends may visit
with the family from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment immediately afterward at
Eastlawn Memorial Hills Cemetery in Provo. Condolences may be expressed at www.berg
mortuary.com. In lieu of flowers, friends are encouraged to donate to The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints Missionary Fund.
Many thanks to caregivers Ave, Erynn, and Bonnie as well as both Sabrinas for their
tireless service. Also, many thanks to the Hallmark Channel for their year-round Christmas
movies and mysteries, all of which Norm had perfectly catalogued in his head, and each of
which has a happy ending.

Cemetery Details
Eastlawn Memorial Hills
4800 North 650 East
Provo, UT 84604

Tribute Wall

AB

Sister White and family,condolences and prayers, I was sadened when I read of
Pres. White's passing because I missed his funeral. I had the pleasure of serving
in Sacramento from Jan 1984 to Aug 1985. A fond memory: Pres.White called me
to a new leadership position at a combined district meeting without any warning
"...and your new ... is, Elder Black please stand up." He was always caring and
loving,as were you Sis. White.-Alex Black?
alex black - February 25, 2020 at 11:37 PM

CF

Norm was/is a wonderful man. Shortly after I moved to Provo I went to work at the
MTC. I served in his area making him my Supervisor. He was always friendly and
helpful to me. If I was upset I knew I could talk to him. Once he helped me he
always shared a story with me that made me have a great laugh. His musical
talent blessed those of who got to hear him sing, I had the pleasure of going and
being very touched by his performance in the "Impossible Dream". When he left
to serve as a Mission President I knew those missionaries who would serve under
his guidance would be greatly blessed by this wonderful great man. My prayers to
his family and loved ones. Colleen Fossum
Colleen Fossum - February 23, 2020 at 02:03 PM

RG

White glove inspection by President and Sister White, this phrase has brought
fear into many a missionary. How grateful we are to your service and leadership
to us missionaries of the California Sacramento Mission. Our condolences and
prayers go out to you Sister White. We thank you and President White for your
service. Know that our prayers and love go out to you at this time.
Elder Robert Gordon
Robert Gordon - February 22, 2020 at 05:57 PM

DJ

Our deepest condolences to you, Sister White, and your family. We were among
the scores (hundreds?) of mission president pairs that Norm served so well and
faithfully. We received great counsel and support day or night. What a marvelous
track record you two have in serving the Kingdom. May the Lord's choicest
blessings be with you.
Dee and Kay Jacobs
Dee V. Jacobs - February 21, 2020 at 05:03 PM

BS

God bless, President White. Thank you for your mentorship, your kindness and
your faithful example. Warm regards and sympathies to Sister White and family.
With love,
Elder Bart Skalla
California Sacramento Mission, 1984-86
Bart Skalla - February 21, 2020 at 12:13 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Norman
Nelson White.

February 21, 2020 at 09:58 AM



Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of
Norman Nelson White.

February 21, 2020 at 12:42 AM



Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Norman
Nelson White.

February 20, 2020 at 04:19 PM

MG

In 1965 we met Norm and Kay when he was an instructor pilot at Reese AFB,
Lubbock, Texas. What a wonderful 55 years it has been as they incorporated us
into their family. We enjoyed a close association with Kay when Norm was in
Vietnam. Norm had priorities of God, Family, Country and service and his
example has helped us all throughout our lives. We had the wonderful opportunity
to visit with them almost every year-even just a few months ago. They have
always been our mentors and dearest friends. Norm was noted for “making the
mountains roll” and accomplish all he ever desired to do. We will miss him greatly
but know he is rejoicing with family and friends. It has been our great privilege to
be associated with such a true disciple of Christ.
Our love to all of the “White House”. Mike and Marti Garnett- Spearman, Texas
Marti Garnett - February 20, 2020 at 04:04 PM

DC

I will miss you President White. I'm grateful we were able to visit just a few
months back when I dropped in on you and Sister White at your home, only after
dropping my own daughter off at the M.T.C. I served in the California Sacramento
Mission from 1985-87 after joining the church just one year prior. You and Sister
White were my strength as I ventured forward on a mission and my new found
faith. I will never forget your loving example and council on so many occasions.
You were "ministering" to all of us before it became the "thing to do". Rest now for
a time and then "Give it your all" up there in the spirit world! Love you
David John Cook
David John Cook - February 20, 2020 at 02:59 PM

CJ

No one sang Who Let The Dogs Out better than Norm. I’ll always remember his
smile and kind words. The world lost a good man. Love you Norm. Chris Justice
Chris Justice - February 20, 2020 at 09:07 AM

RB

Brother White could not have been less than he was. I had the Great opportunity
to Know his Parents, and his younger siblings. They were taught the principles of
the gospel by word and Example. His Father was my Bishop when I was very
young.Went through school with his Sister Barbara. Played Pony League with his
Nephew Michael W. Brown. I can only imagine the Glorious reunion on the other
side of the veil....That Smile in the pic of him is so much like his Dad, Bishop
White!!
Richard Bratton - February 19, 2020 at 08:07 PM

AH

Colonel White was a gentleman and patriot. He was someone to emulate.
Condolences to the Whites.
Andrew Howard - February 19, 2020 at 07:13 PM

KM

What a great man! I was, and remain, close friends with two of Norman White's
sons and spent a fair amount of time at the White home as a boy/young man.
Norman was one of the men I most admired growing up and one of those rare
adults who knew how to reach the youth, particularly when he was telling one of
his fun (and sometimes corny) stories. He was a legend as a scoutmaster and a
strength to all of the many missionaries he mentored and taught. One quick story
(relating to his love of pie). One day as a missionary in the MTC, I received a call
from Bro. White who asked me to come to his office with my companion. My mom
had sent one of her tasty banana cream pies and the three of us (Bro. White, my
companion and I) made quick work of that pie.
This world is an emptier place without Norman White in it, but his legacy survives
through his family and all of the countless people whose lives he touched. My
condolences to the White family.
Keith Miller
Keith Miller - February 19, 2020 at 06:29 PM

FF

From, The Beecher & Jeanes Families purchased the Simply
Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Norman Nelson White.

From, The Beecher & Jeanes Families - February 19, 2020 at 01:58 PM



Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Norman Nelson
White.

February 19, 2020 at 01:37 PM



Sweet Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Norman
Nelson White.

February 19, 2020 at 01:29 PM

WM

Pat and I met Norman White and Kay not long after we moved to Provo in 1971.
They impressed us right away with their kind and caring spirits and their
dedication to the Lord shown in so many ways. Norman got along very well with
youth and was the Scoutmaster in our ward (Edgemont 5th) for a number of
years. He helped steer our oldest son to his Eagle and also helped our two other
sons earn theirs even after he was no longer Scoutmaster. I went with him,
scouts and other adults to Catalina Island for a special outing. It was a great and
memorable experience. Norman will be missed by many as he was a friend to
many. I am happy to call him friend, and look forward to seeing him on the Other
Side.
Wade E. Miller
Wade Miller - February 18, 2020 at 10:43 PM

LW

It’s hard to convey the impact that he and Sister White had on so many people
with a short note. Their enthusiasm for the gospel of Jesus Christ and love for the
missionaries was obvious. He was an inspired man. I saw that more than once. I’ll
never forget him. Layne Wardell.
Layne Wardell - February 18, 2020 at 10:23 AM

LW

Also, wouldn’t it be nice if all their missionaries present sang “Called to Serve” for part
of the service? Our son is getting married in the Vernal temple the same day or we’d
be there.
Layne Wardell - February 19, 2020 at 06:23 PM

President White was my mission president from 1984 to 1986. In many ways I
looked to him as a spiritual father as my father was not a member of the church
and sometimes quite negative about my church membership. President White
has always had a special place in my heart and been such a good example of a
humble and dedicated lifelong servant of the Lord. I am so glad my wife, Carrie,
and I got to visit with President and Sister White a few years ago in their home
when visiting our son Seth at BYU. In classic fashion, President White
energetically spoke with our son about serving his mission and excitedly told us
all about the missionary effort he was currently involved in of engaging people
with disabilities into missionary service. It was great to see his continued
enthusiasm for the work.
I have also been so grateful for the contact that we have had with President and
Sister White's son, Norm, and Allison and their family over the years (Allison and
Carrie have been friends since highschool); it has enabled me to feel somewhat
connected and aware of President and Sister White. Carrie and I offer our
sincerest condolences and wish God's comfort and peace to all the members of
President White's family. I can not think of him without being touched. I will be
eternally grateful for his impact in my life. Elder Scott Ferguson
Scott Ferguson - February 18, 2020 at 10:21 AM

Barry
Taylor

My Heartfelt condolences to the White family. I have always felt it was my great
privilege to have served with and received such kind & loving counsel from
President White while serving the Lord in the Sacramento California Mission! I will
always Sing "Called To Serve" remembering the additional musical notes at the
beginning of the 2nd verse. Norman White was a righteous father figure for me at
the critical time of my becoming truly converted to living a Christ centered life.
God be with you until we meet again.
Barry Taylor
Barry Taylor - February 18, 2020 at 01:39 AM

LE

He was a great man. I'm so grateful to have served under him. Because of his
inspiration he put you Elder Barry Taylor and me together. You too were a great
companion and trainer.
Thanks
Ladd Elmhorst - February 18, 2020 at 03:01 AM

Barry
Taylor

I am still inspired by your motto "Get out and serve someone at their home" Elder Ladd
Elmhorst. As we served in Yuba City. I hope that we can serve in the same temple
sometime.
Barry Taylor - February 19, 2020 at 03:01 AM

CS

I am so grateful for Uncle Norman's love and kindness. I received a beautiful
priesthood blessing from him at a very tender time in my life. He lived an exemplary life
of love and service, and I will always be grateful for his example.
Christine Simmons
Christine Simmons - February 19, 2020 at 01:49 PM

RJ

My condolences to Pres. Whites family. I lived the man more than I csn say, I still
can here his voice in my head singing "Called to Serve" with us missionaries and
will treasure that memory forever!!
Rachelle Montgomery (Sister Jensen - February 17, 2020 at 08:14 PM

LM

This wonderful man was my mission president in the California Sacramento
mission. He was always so loving and kind. I'm so privileged to have known him. I
loved making him a carrot cake to make sure I passed my apartment inspection
or to get permission to go to another area. He will be missed. Sister Linda (Gillies)
Mitchell.
Linda Mitchell - February 17, 2020 at 07:59 PM

