Oneta Bunnell Lichfield
March 24, 1934 - December 14, 2020

Oneta Bunnell Lichfield (86) passed away on December 14, 2020. She was taken by
pneumonia caused by the COVID-19 virus.
Oneta was born March 24, 1934, in Provo, Utah to LeRoy and Mildred Potter Bunnell. She
grew up in Tremonton, Utah, alongside her older sister Lianne and younger brother
Duane. She especially loved her Grandmother Potter, who often stayed with the family
and shared Oneta’s bedroom. Oneta was an obedient, diligent, sensitive child who loved
school and books. She had her first big travel adventure just after she graduated from
High school in 1952. Her Dad took a job in Iran as an agricultural teacher. Her stories of
that time in Iran were hair-raising, but the experiences fueled her love of travel and
adventure.
Oneta met her sweetheart while attending Brigham Young University. She married Ernest
William Lichfield in the Salt Lake City Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in September 1954. Their life together was filled with daughters, travel, pets, and
love.
Oneta and Ernie raised their four daughters partly in Boulder, Colorado, and partly in
Christchurch, New Zealand. They always took advantage of the necessary work-travel
and explored all they could along the way. Oneta was game to go and do everything!
When Ernie retired, they moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where they lived for several
years before returning to Utah County. In 1993, Ernie and Oneta built a home in
Springville, Utah, where they lived for 25 years. In 2018 they moved to Cove Point in
Provo.
Oneta was a shining light of friendship and positive energy her entire life. She looked out
for anyone who might be lonely. Oneta always had a listening ear and a warm smile. She
was slow to anger and quick to express gratitude. Oneta’s ability to find the positive in all
situations is a gift she willingly shared with all who knew her. Oneta never met a stranger;

she was a friend to everyone (and every cat) she met.
Oneta is preceded in death by her parents and husband. She is survived by her sister
Leanne Bunnell Foutz of Provo, her brother L. Duane Bunnell of Provo, and daughters
and sons-in-law Becky and Steve Himle of California, Cindy and Don McConkey of
Colorado, Kathy and Rod Tarullo of Colorado, Jenny and Jerry Horton of Virginia, 14
grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren.
We hold her big smile in our hearts.
A private family service was held in her honor. Condolences may be expressed to the
family at www.bergmortuary.com.

Comments

“

Oneta was in our ward & a delight to be around. We visited her & Ernie on our
mission on a monthly bases, just to check in on them. We always felt better when we
left than when we came. She was so uplifting & just made everyone feel they were
special. We are so glad her granddaughter moved into her home. She brings a ray of
sunshine just like Oneta did. We loved her & are appreciative of how she enriched
our lives. Her services yesterday couldn’t have been better. Tracy & Dixie Lewis

Tracy & Dixie Lewis - January 10 at 10:48 PM

“

8 files added to the album Happy memories

Kathy Tarullo - January 09 at 11:43 AM

“

My condolences for your loss. Oneta was a friend to all at Cove Point Assisted Living
and Retirement Community. She was a kind, loving, and delightful person to talk to
and be around. I spent happy times at the dining table with her. She was forthright in
her thinking and speech, with great insights to people and events. Y she was fun
loving and always receptive to good clean humor--a trait we both shared.
She is missed here at Cove Point. We were privileged to have her here!
All my love to her and her extended family.
Howard McCosh, Rm 211

Howard McCosh - January 06 at 11:41 AM

“

Thanks Howard
Kathy Tarullo - January 09 at 11:38 AM

“

Condolences from the Jack Sowards family in Manassa Colorado. Thank you for
letting us know of Oneta's passing. Jack passed away 4 years ago at age 90. His
wife is still living in the family home at age 93. Jack's older brother Kelly passed
away in the fall of 2020. All of Troy and Vida's boys are gone now. I am imagining a
grand Sowards reunion in Heaven! Kind of like the big one Mildred planned in Provo
many years ago.

Sheila Sowards Holman - January 04 at 01:08 AM

“

Thanks Shelia. I attended a Sowards Family Reunion with Grandma Mildred and my mom
many years ago. Even though I have never lived in Manasa, it belongs to our family in our
hearts.
Kathy Tarullo - January 09 at 11:40 AM

“

1 file added to the album Happy memories

Jennifer Horton - December 27, 2020 at 05:09 PM

“

Oneta has fallen sleep in death. her long and beautiful family is very sad. Dear family
I have found some verses in the Bible that help. First of all, as read in the book of
Ecclesiastes 9:5, the dead ones does know nothing at all, it means that the are not
conscious of anything. Then, in the book of Acts, Chapter 24, and verse 15 we can
read that there is going to be a resurrection. No more sickness or dead. Isaiah 33:24
reads that no inhabitant of earth will say: "I am sick".
With sure hope,

Lona - December 22, 2020 at 09:58 AM

“

So sorry to see dear Oneta has passed, but I bet she is so glad to join Ernie in
heaven. I have so many wonderful memories of them and their wonderful family in
Boulder, CO. We went on great ski trips with them in Colorado, and their daughters
would babysit our children. Sending lots of LOVE to the family. Kathleen Lewis

Kathleen Lewos - December 20, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

“

Thanks Kathleen
Kathy Tarullo - January 09 at 11:41 AM

We had the blessing of visiting Oneta and Ernie on many occasions. They were
always gracious and pleasant. Oneta was always happy and a joy to visit! They were
well traveled and had many interesting stories to tell. Our condolences and best
wishes to the family at this time!

G Tracy Lewis - December 19, 2020 at 11:29 PM

