Patsy Renee Pollard Johnson
July 1, 1930 - September 21, 2020

Patsy Renee Pollard Johnson (90), an elect and beloved lady, passed on from her mortal
life the last day of summer, Monday, September 21, 2020 at 3:12pm. Family members
were present with her at Spring Gardens in Mapleton, Utah when she quietly drew her last
breath. She left as peacefully as she lived. She passed due to incidents of old age.
Patsy’s surviving family members are her devoted and loving husband, Alan Packard
Johnson; 2 brothers, Gary (Dana) Pollard, Steven (Anna) Pollard; sister-in-law, Carmen
Pollard; and the Johnson Family. She leaves 7 adoring children who will miss her
tremendously: Shauna (Kevin) Lowe, JoEllen (Fred) Hyatt, Justin (Geneve) Johnson,
Brenda (Kirk) Knowlton, Doran (Shelly) Johnson, Maria (Andre) Herring, and Jana (Erik)
Fuller. Patsy has 37 cherished grandchildren, many with spouses, and 79 great
grandchildren with more on the way.
Patsy was born July 1, 1930, on her grandma’s kitchen table in Riverton, Utah. Despite
The Great Depression, Patsy had a happy childhood, living in Sandy, Utah, and playing
with her brothers, friends, and animals. She, by nature, was demure and happy. Her blue
eyes twinkled and she loved people each day of her life.
She moved to Ogden, Utah with her parents, Glenn and Eleanor Pollard, and brothers in
1937 and lived there until she was married. Patsy had an early desire and passion for
playing the piano. Her parents acquired both a piano and teacher for her when she was
11. By the time she was 18, she had achieved concert pianist status, often practicing 6-8
hours a day in high school, in addition to earning high academic marks. She spoke of
memorizing 100 page concertos. She attended Weber High School where she was
elected Student Body Vice President.
Patsy studied at Weber College and earned an associate degree in the Home Arts, Child
Development Area, in addition to continuing her piano study. She was elected President of
the Women’s Organization for the College. Patsy met Alan Johnson and enjoyed a
wonderful courtship. He served a mission to Switzerland and Austria for 2 years, 9 months

while she waited for and supported him. She worked as a secretary in her father’s
insurance office and earned every penny for the china, crystal and silverware for her hope
chest. Though there were several hopeful suitors for petite darling Patsy, Alan returned
and they were married shortly after on March 17, 1952.
Patsy and Alan lived in Provo, Utah; Bloomington, Indiana; Abadan, Iran; Champaign,
Illinois; Danville, California; and Mapleton, Utah. Many of these residences were due to
Alan earning an additional graduate degree or working in various accounting positions.
While in Iran, they had the unique opportunity to travel around the world 4 times. They
enjoyed each place they lived and were always active, full participating and serving
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Special mention must be
made of Danville. She LOVED her 49 years in Danville, California on Meese Court. It was
heaven to her. Her time there included daily walks around Osage Park, enjoying the roses
and Danville community. Patsy’s church service involved teaching and leading, often in
Relief Society, music, and the children’s organization. She had an amazing gift with
children. When her church organ service was completed, her bishop commented it had
been 71 years of service. She began accompanying church at age 13.
Patsy’s desire and goal in life was to be a loving wife, a conscientious mother, a happy
homemaker, and a valiant servant of Jesus Christ. It is felt by most that she achieved all of
this and more. Her nature exuded happiness and love. She possessed a special gift of
listening. Wherever she went, there was light and love, peace and hope. If there was
anyone who lived with a halo, it was her. Many said they noticed and felt that in her
presence. She LOVED being a Grammy and “Grammy Great.”
Patsy served in the Oakland Temple for the Church for 23 years, serving as Assistant
Matron twice. She was Alan’s Companion as the Mission President of the Switzerland
Zurich Mission and they also helped open the mission in Albania. She loved each and
every missionary like her own child. She loved riding all over Switzerland to churches and
delivering talks in German on how to be more like Christ. Patsy and Alan also served a
Nauvoo Illinois Temple Mission.
The family thanks the staff of Mapleton Abbington/Spring Gardens for their tender care
and friendship the last 2 years. We all wish Patsy a fond farewell to her next realm. She is
loved incredibly and will be dearly missed.
Funeral services will be held at 1:00 p.m., Friday, October 2, 2020 at the Dry Creek LDS
Stake Center, 1157 West 900 South, Springville, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg
Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Thursday, October 1, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.bergmortuary.com.
All Covid-19 pandemic safety measures will apply, such as social distance spacing, face
covering, and hand washing. Please avoid congregating.
Patsy’s funeral will be available to watch on your electronic device. At 1:00 pm MDT on
Friday, October 2, Patsy’s funeral will be live streamed at https://rb.gy/dtmanz .
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Comments

“

Funeral Services for Patsy Johnson

Berg Mortuary - October 06, 2020 at 04:35 PM

“

Dear Johnson family, We are so saddened by the passing of Patsy. We are even
more saddened that we were unable to be with you. Jim is in the hospital and has
been for several weeks. We loved Patsy so much, she was always a light and a great
example for all of us. Her sweet smile and gentle ways made us happy always to see
her.
Please know how much we love the whole family and would love to see you again.
We have such fond memories of Danville and many happy get togethers. We hope
the family is healthy and happy and that you have many grandchildren to share your
love.
With fondest regards,
Jim, Brenda and Rebecca Winegar and family

Brenda Winegar - October 09, 2020 at 01:12 AM

“

1 file added to the album Patsy thru the Decades

Berg Mortuary - October 07, 2020 at 11:08 AM

“

Mrs. Johnson, always in kindness. Grace was in her heart and in her deeds.

tracy palmer - October 05, 2020 at 05:21 PM

“

Sister Johnson was my trainer at the Oakland Temple, as well as my mother's. We
adored her and her sweet husband.
She was like an adopted grandma to me at a time when all my grandparents had just
passed on. She was such a comfort!
Her training was loving but rigorous and she showed me how to serve in a way that
showed my respect for the Lord and His house while showing loving kindness to the
patrons, helping them to want to come to Him, and partner with the Spirit to bring
about His purposes. There have been many times when I've met a challenge in the
temple (a struggling sister, a patron with a special need, so on) and thought, "It's
alright. Sister Johnson trained me for this."
She was such an example and mentor. If the Celestial Kingdom is filled with people
like her, no wonder it's been described as indescribably wonderful!

Michelle Boyd - October 03, 2020 at 04:03 AM

“

I was 7 years old when the Johnson family moved in across the street. What a great
day that was! 7 kids and members of the church. I have spent almost as much time
in Patsy's home as my own. When we brought home an intended we marched them
across the street to meet the other half of our family! I learned how to wash dishes
there and loved the hot soapy water (much to my mom's chagrin that I wouldn't load
the dishwasher at home:) I danced to her piano and organ music and then would get
to swing dance with Doran in the family room. I watched her allow Alan to watch his
baseball games as long as he was shucking walnuts. I felt like I was the most
fabulous soprano in the world because she told me so after each performance. But
how I remember her most is holding baby bunnies!! We had both started raising
bunnies and I can still picture her on the family room couch holding that perfectly soft
and fuzzy little baby. Gently patting it over and over. We tenderly called her "Patting
Patsy" as that was how she would hold our hands and hug us too. I remember her
telling us she did not want to be buried in Utah in the cold hard ground and we all
would laugh. I know heaven is running more smoothly now that she is there and I will
be forever blessed for that day long ago that she moved into my life.

Jennifer Williams Brown - October 02, 2020 at 05:16 PM

“

Just a few memories of Patsy:
1) In the early 2000s I was the Mia Maid leader in Danville 2nd ward. For mutual one
week, I planned to take my young women on what I chose to call, “Drive by Wisdom”.
I asked 3 women to be ready for us to drop by their homes and asked them to be to
share whatever they wanted with my YW. Patsy was one of these women. I was a
little nervous, as the YW knew the other two, but they did not know Patsy. I will never
forget that evening in Patsy’s home. We rang the doorbell, and the moment Patsy
opened the door and welcomed the girls, she had them. Patsy’s love and respect for
these girls was somehow instantly communicated. It was kind of magic. I don’t
remember at all what she spoke to them about, but I remember there was a
reverence in her living room that evening; we were all mesmerized….and the girls did
not want to leave.
2) Once during Sunday School, again in the early 2000s, our teacher made a
comment about marriage, and with a little laugh, said something like, “Does anyone
here have a perfect marriage?”… and slowly, up went Patsy’s hand.
3) A few years later, I taught RS in Alamo 2nd ward. Often during my lesson prep, I
would think of Alan and Patsy and what a good example they were of whatever my
lesson was about. On those occasions, I would call Maria to ask how her parents
handled something or other. Maria was teaching the same lesson in her ward, so we
would discuss the lesson AND her parents. During those phone calls, I learned
mostly about Patsy and her wisdom, loyalty, her positive attitude, and selflessness.
Once Maria shared that she never heard her mother gossip about any of her siblings.
Even if someone might ask her a direct question, Patsy only had positive things to
share. I remember that the confidence it gave Maria knowing her mother would never
gossip about her, made me want to be a mother more like Patsy. I will treasure those
conversations and I count knowing Patsy a blessing in my life.

Christine Warner Saunders - October 02, 2020 at 05:03 PM

“

Among her other many talents Patsy was a very talented musician. During her calling
as ward choir director for the Danville Ward I had the privilege of being her
accompanist. She was precise, consistent and dedicated to that calling as well as to
all of her other callings. She was called as ward organist when we transferred our
attendance to the newly built Danville Stake Center. Another wonderful member
musician donated the funds to have a genuine pipe organ installed in the building,
and Patsy was so good at playing the prelude music and hymns on that organ. She
had attended the BYU Organ Workshop and inspired me to attend for which I am
indebted to her for that encouragement.
Patsy and my wife Norma were very close friends and together they lived and
breathed Relief Society as they both served in leadership positions in both the ward
and stake.
It was also my privilege to be their Home Teacher for several years and I treasure
those memories of she and her husband Alan. Lots of memories.
Sincerely, Tom Thomas

Thomas M. Thomas - October 02, 2020 at 12:52 PM

“

Patsy was always Sister Johnson to me; she was my trainer at the Oakland Temple.
After I hadn't seen her for some time, I kept hoping I'd arrive some Thursday
afternoon, and there she'd be. I still had (and have) so much more to learn. I'm still a
greenie, and she had earned her stripes, so to speak. I wish I had known she was in
Utah. I passed through many times in the past few years—twice in the last 5 weeks.
I will always remember the happy times I had training with Sister Johnson; on some
levels we are kindred spirits—particularly when it comes to teaching, and the
importance of how we care for the people we serve. Her light has been a beacon for
me, and I'm sure to anyone else who met or knew her.
I send my deepest sympathies to you, her family. I am so grateful to have known
Patsy Johnson, and I am most grateful for the knowledge we all share that we will
see and be with her again.
With love and prayers for you,
Debbie Berrett

Debra Berrett - October 02, 2020 at 07:14 AM

“

She was my trainer in the Oakland Temple. I loved how she was so serene in training
and how she conveyed the importance and sanctity of what she was teaching. She
was the ultimate in patience and kindness. She exuded sweetness.

Linda Taylor - October 01, 2020 at 11:40 PM

“

For many years our family has enjoyed wonderful associations with Alan and Patsy.
They inspired us, taught us, served and loved us. They were an outstanding and
exemplary team in our lives, to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and
to many friends and neighbors.
It has been my pleasure for many years to have been Patsy's visiting/ministering
teacher before they moved to Utah. It was enjoyable to learn from her as we
discussed life with its complexities of children and adventures, difficulties and pain,
joy and pleasure, music, new discoveries in medicine and technology, and many
other subjects. Within the Gospel frame we shared testimonies of the scriptures, the
temple, the teachings of the Savior and the Prophets, She was always eager to
share her knowledge and learn something new. She loved Relief Society and the
companionship of the many sisters. Patsy was my #2 mother in California and
reminded me so much of my own mother, with similarities of age, size, sweetness,
and spiritual strength. Every visit with her was close to visiting home, especially after
my mother passed. I am grateful for her noble and exemplary life and the blessings I
have had to enjoy her, as well as teach and serve her.
I know the Johnson family have so many memories to ponder. I personally know the
intense feelings they must have of missing a dear loved one who has passed,
especially for Alan who will now miss his lifelong companion. I know you will have
peace in the Savior's Atonement and Resurrection, and I'm sure an eventual final
reuniting of the family "with no empty chairs".
With Love, Cynthia Tew Clifford and Family

Cynthia Clifford - October 01, 2020 at 04:19 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Patsy Renee Pollard Johnson.

October 01, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Exemplary: serving as a desirable model; representing the best of its kind.
Patsy Johnson is an exemplary woman. She inspired me and so many others to be
more kind, more loving, more patient, more spiritual. You could not pass her in a hall
at church or on a walk at Osage Park without her offering a kind word or compliment.
She always made me and my children feel good in her presence. She was one of the
angels among us. I loved seeing she and Alan holding hands on walks at Osage
Park which was right by our home in Danville. She discovered that my young
daughter knew the National Anthem and as our ward music leader, she asked her to
sing it in church. Over the years, Patsy remembered that and told me how special it
was and how she hoped my daughter was still singing. She loved the children and
made them all feel so loved. She is a true disciple of Christ. We have all learned from
and been uplifted by her. -- Linnea Weller (Danville 2nd Ward)

Linnea Weller Jb - October 01, 2020 at 09:06 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Patsy Renee Pollard Johnson.

September 30, 2020 at 10:11 PM

“

I served under President and Sister Johnson in the Zurich, Switzerland mission.
Sister Johnson always had a compliment handy; indeed, as one of my companions
observed, nearly every interaction with Sister Johnson involved an expression of
praise, appreciation, or love. She brought joy into my life and, along with President
Johnson, have served as lifelong role models of who I want to be. President Johnson
and the Johnsons' family are in my prayers.

David Palkki - September 30, 2020 at 02:55 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Patsy Renee Pollard
Johnson.

September 29, 2020 at 11:52 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Patsy Renee Pollard
Johnson.

September 29, 2020 at 08:50 PM

“

Pink Potpourri Bouquet was purchased for the family of Patsy Renee Pollard
Johnson.

September 29, 2020 at 08:07 PM

“

Sister Johnson had about the sweetest disposition of any woman I’ve ever met. She
was my first mission mom and although short, I felt her love for me. She showed it
and when she gave her talks at zone conference, there was no doubt she cared for
us and wanted the best for us. While I can’t remember the words she spoke, I
remember her delivery and personality and her sweet way. Prayers to the family and
dear President Johnson.
“Elder” Blake Noble

Blake Noble - September 29, 2020 at 04:10 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Patsy Renee Pollard
Johnson.

September 29, 2020 at 02:40 PM

“

In life we meet a few people that are choice above all others. People that win our
hearts immediately and represent the best in all of us. Patsy was one such person.
We have so many cherished memories of Patsy and Alan. They were father and
mother figures to both of us and taught us so much about life and the gospel. We
have a tradition of holding Farrell Family reunions. These have brought to us so
many treasured memories and they are patterned after Patsy and Alan's. Instead of
just get togethers and fun we always have a scriptural theme and use this time to
bring us closer together and to build eternal bonds. They taught us intimately about
how to do this. We have never forgotten their advice. Many times we have been
taught by both of them in kind notes, a hand on our shoulder and many other ways.
We felt prompted to call Alan and Patsy a week before Patsy passing. We just
wanted to express our love to both of them. While we did not talk with Patsy, we were
able to express our love. Our goal in life, still to this day, is to be more like them.
They represent in a beautiful and perfect way what it means to be disciples of Jesus
Christ. Walking into their home was like walking into the temple. The Spirit was
always there. We love Patsy's warm smile. I honestly don't anyone that was more
Christlike than Patsy with her husband not a whit behind. Our prayers are with both
of them and their beautiful family.

Steve Farrell - September 29, 2020 at 01:10 PM

“

From John and Becky Whetten
I adored sweet Patsy! She was my trainer years ago in the Oakland Temple. She was so
angelic and knew everything in the Temple to perfection. She never to my knowledge ever
made a mistake. She was kind and extremely patient as she beautifully taught us about the
Temple. Her smile always said you can do it. Her smile always said I love you and the Lord
loves you. She looked like an angel in her white attire and always was reverent with a
prayer in her heart. Yes, I loved Sister Patsy and Alan. John and I learned so much from
both of them and we will always treasure that. We both wish we could be there to say our
final good bye and perhaps, can’t wait to see you again. We love you Patsy and Alan we
love you too! Hang in there!! Love Eternally,
Becky and John Whetten
John and Becky Whetten - September 29, 2020 at 05:52 PM

“

Rose Impression was purchased for the family of Patsy Renee Pollard Johnson.

Shelley Peterson - September 29, 2020 at 08:07 AM

“

We send our deepest sympathies and love from TAiwan to Alan and the Johnson
Family. Patsy was truly angelic and always encouraged others to strive for
excellence, faith, hope and love for the Savior. We loved her musical gifts on the
organ each Sunday in Danville for many years and her wonderful direction of both
children and adult choirs. She truly was and is an elect lady who inspired me as I
prepared to serve a mission with my husband as she did. She told me she made
over 1000 meals for their missionaries And all from scratch! Her effort to learn and
speak German on their mission has inspired me to learn and share my testimony in
Chinese with our missionaries, friends and members here in Taiwan. She has been
such a blessing with Alan to our family. I remember them coming over to share a
FHE lesson on the topic of “Angels.” There were and are no two more qualified on
that topic! Thank you for being such a sweet angel on earth, Patsy! We know you’ll
feel right at home now joining with the angels there in heaven!
Xie Xie Ni! 非常感謝！
—Shelley Peterson

Shelley Peterson - September 29, 2020 at 07:50 AM

“

Sister Johnson radiated love and kindness. She was full of faith, hope, and light. I
always felt loved and like she thought the best of me whenever I was with her. She
was an angel on earth and will continue to be so in heaven. Much love to all the
Johnsons.
--Martha McKay

Martha McKay - September 28, 2020 at 11:15 PM

“

We send our deepest sympathies and love from TAiwan to Alan and the Johnson Family.
Patsy was truly angelic and always encouraged others to strive for excellence, faith, hope
and love for the Savior. We loved her musical gifts on the organ each Sunday in Danville
for many years and her wonderful direction of both children and adult choirs. She truly was
and is an elect lady who inspired me as I prepared to serve a mission with my husband as
she did. She told me she made over 1000 meals for their missionaries And all from scratch!
Her effort to learn and speak German on their mission has inspired me to learn and share
my testimony in Chinese with our missionaries, friends and members here in Taiwan. She
has been such a blessing with Alan to our family. I remember them coming over to share a
FHE lesson on the topic of “Angels.” There were and are no two more qualified on that
topic! Thank you for being such a sweet angel on earth, Patsy! We know you’ll feel right at
home now joining with the angels there in heaven!
Xie Xie Ni! 非常感謝！
—Shelley Peterson
Shelley - September 29, 2020 at 03:46 AM

“

“Grammy” was the sweetest most adorable lady I’ve ever met. She was so proud of
all of her kids, grandkids, and great grandkids. Her constant smile made everyone
around her smile and feel the joy she radiated. She will be missed and remembered
greatly.

Kara - September 28, 2020 at 09:43 PM

