Paul V. Hyer
June 2, 1926 - January 22, 2018

Paul Van Hyer, a founding member of Asian Studies at Brigham Young University and
LDS mission and temple president in Taipei, Taiwan, died on January 22, 2018. He was
91.
Paul was born in Ogden, Utah on June 2, 1926 to Ariel Christian and Johanna (Van
Woerkom) Hyer. He served in the U.S. Navy in Hawaii during World War II and returned to
Hawaii to serve a Japanese speaking LDS mission after the war. He married Harriet
Catherine Johns in the Logan Temple on December 15, 1948.
Paul received his undergraduate degree from Brigham Young University; a PhD in History
from the University of California at Berkeley; and taught Chinese History for 52 years in
the BYU History Department. He received the Karl G. Maeser Excellence in Teaching
Award. He was fluent in Japanese and Mandarin Chinese, and was internationally known
for his scholarship on Mongolia and Inner Asia. He was a real “Indiana Jones” and loved
adventure and traveling throughout the world. With his family, he lived in Japan, Taiwan,
and China, and led members of his family on three round-the-world treks.
Paul is survived by his wife, Karen Shellabarger Claus Hyer; two sisters, Joyce Hyer
Kotter and Barbara Hyer Montgomery; one brother, Blaine Hyer; five daughters: Paulette
(Lynn) Patterson, Luanne (Paul) Olson, Jana (Bruce) McDonald, Carol (Michael) Toone,
and Annette (Ted) Luymes; and three sons: Scott (Christie Powell) Hyer, Eric (Jeanie
Kader) Hyer, David (Maren Clegg) Hyer; step-son, James (Heather Rooke) Claus; 39
grandchildren; and 75 great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his wife, Harriet
Johns Hyer, his parents, and other extended family.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, February 9, 2018 at the Oak Hills Stake
Center, 925 East North Temple Drive, Provo, Utah. A viewing will be held at the Berg
Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Thursday, February 8 from 6-8:00 p.m. as well
as at the church Friday from 9:30-10:30 a.m. prior to services. Interment will be in the
Provo City Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to LDS Missionary or Perpetual Education
Funds. Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Berg Mortuary - February 08, 2018 at 01:32 PM

“

Elder Hyer served a mission with my father Ted Kjar in the Central Pacific Mission in
Hawaii. My father was so fond of him and always spoke so highly of him. I just found
out today he passed away. I do not take the newspaper. I am so sorry for your loss.
He was a great man and will be missed by so many. My father passed away over 6
years ago and I am sure he was thrilled to meet him again as former missionary
companions and friends on the other side of the veil. I love the thought of their
reunion, two great men reunited, healthy and young again. God bless you.
Jennifer Kjar (Jen)

Jen Kjar - February 21, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

I have many fond memories of serving in Taiwan. President Hyer was a very special
part of those memories. My condolences to the Hyer family.

Jerry R. Montonya - February 09, 2018 at 09:34 PM

“

My Mission President and Bishop....so grateful for his example, leadership, wisdom,
and love.
What an amazing life he had. Loved the sermons of “Expanding your comfort zone”
and his adventures. He understood what it was like to adjust and learn a new culture
and his nurturing and coaching helped so many missionaries grab hold of the
opportunity that we had. His testimony and lessons helped my faith and testimony.
My mission changed my life and perspective of this big blue marble and unleashed
my sense of adventure and love of travel. Now over 100 stamps in my passports to
China alone..... flying to Taiwan 33 yrs. ago was my first plane ride. Thank you
President Hyer for your inspiration, and the goodness you freely shared with us all....
Much love, respect, and admiration,

Rich Ralphs
*Good to see so many past missionaries and also David and Annette from afar today
at the funeral....
Rich Ralphs - February 09, 2018 at 08:55 PM

“

Paul Hyer was one of the few men in my life that I truly respected, and would have
gladly followed anywhere he led. In the decades since my mission, I have often
thought about his example as a pioneer LDS leader in Asia, and as an educator. I
stayed in touch with him over the years, and eventually ended up in his old academic
home, the BYU History Department. He gave me advice about how to balance
teaching responsibilities with publishing and family duties. I took his advice very
seriously since, as a father with eight children, the youngest two of whom I knew
from Taiwan and was very impressed by, I thought he must know what he was talking
about.
One mission incident stands out, that reflects his character most. About halfway
through my mission I was experiencing an identity crisis with regard to my life’s
direction. Before the mission, I was dead set on becoming a theoretical physicist.
However, the mission had changed me, had opened my heart to people, culture,
language, and history, and somehow my previous identity no longer seemed
satisfying. I knew that I wanted to teach for a career, and talked with Pres. Hyer as
often as I could about teaching college, and possibly pursuing a career in Chinese.
One Sunday, he had to go on a road trip down the coast and suggested that I go with
him, so that we could talk. (I don’t remember what we did with my companion). He let
me explain the issues I was facing, and did not try to insert himself. He shared some
of his experiences, but what I remember best is this: In response to my concerns
about how would I know which direction to follow, whether to continue with the
sciences, or to pursue humanities and languages, he told me not to decide rashly,
but to cultivate an inner quiet so that I could hear the whisperings of the Spirit to
guide me. Follow the Lord’s guidance through His Spirit in such an important
decision, as in everything else. That’s how he had lived his own life, he told me. I
have tried to follow Paul Hyer’s advice, and I have heard the Spirit’s guidance, which
was to leave the sciences and gain a humanistic education, which would better
enable me to relate to people and serve them better. It has been a winding path, and
I followed it into Islamic studies—which is far from the Chinese and Asian humanities
that I thought I would do. But it was the right decision for me. Now, I am at another
crossroads, where the future seems dark. I seem to be unable to find work as a
professor of Islamic history. However, if I follow the advice of Paul Hyer, my beloved
mission president, mentor, and friend, then I must not worry, because, although the
immediate future is dark, soon the voice of the Lord will come, and I’ll know what to
do. At his funeral service—a beautiful event—I learned much more about him, and it
was brilliantly clear how Paul Hyer had tried to live his entire life as a Daoist-Mormon,
quietly following the Lord’s lead, like a leaf in the stream. I thank him for all his
example and advice has meant to me; I thank his family for sharing him with the rest
of us; and, lastly, I thank God for my having been blessed to be one of his

missionaries.
Glen M. Cooper
One of President Hyer’s Taiwan missionaries (March 1983--July 1984).
Glen Cooper - February 09, 2018 at 06:26 PM

“

I was a student of Paul Hyer at BYU for an Asian history class, which I greatly
enjoyed. I was also with President Hyer and his wife Karen on their "honeymoon" in
1991, which was actually a BYU study abroad trip to Nanjing University in China. I
grew to love them very much. I was inspired by Pres. Hyer, and he was wonderfully
kind and wise. I view him as a mentor and role model. One of his sayings was "into
each life, some rain must fall". We enjoyed many adventures together on that trip,
and I felt a special bond with him. For example, I remember one day we were riding
our bikes from the University of Nanjing across town to a meeting. It was just he and
I, and I don't recall what the meeting was about. In Nanjing there was a dedicated
bike lane and we were riding in that. I was in my early 20s and one year back from a
two year mission in Taiwan, where I road bikes constantly. I was in excellent physical
condition. He was in his mid-60s. I think we were running a bit late, and he was
FLYING. I was following him and doing my best to keep up. Apparently he was
frustrated with all of the people going slowly in the bike lane, and all of a sudden at
an intersection he whipped around the barrier and into the car traffic lane. There
weren't many cars, and he really picked up the pace then. What could I do but
follow? And follow I did at TOP speed. We came to the next intersection and a
uniformed policeman in the middle of the intersection on a raised platform loudly
blew his whistle at us and angrily gestured at us. President Hyer whipped back into
the bike lane and just kept going, if anything even faster. I just kept following and
hoped we weren't about to get arrested. Somehow we made it to our destination, and
even on time as I recall.
He was a great man. A bit like Mr. Chips, for those of you who have read that book
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips". Very beloved. By me and by the many thousands whose lives
he touched. Goodbye President Hyer. I love you.
Alan Fuller

Alan Fuller - February 09, 2018 at 04:18 PM

“

I am in Minnesota today and will miss Paul's funeral, but I'll be there in spirit. Paul
was a good friend and mentor to me. He helped guide me through four year's of
study at BYU and encouraged me while I was on the East Coast in graduate school
and during my early years as a Chinese historian. Three persons come to mind as I
reflect upon Paul: his wife Harriet who was ever so faithful and attentive to his needs
and those of their children; Sechin Jagchid his friend and research associate; and

Eric his son and also a China scholar. Paul's life was shaped by his energy and
drive, his love for travel, his joy in establishing and maintaining friendships, and his
commitment to the LDS Church, Brigham Young University and his family. He made
a huge difference in the lives of a great many people. We will miss him.
Dr. Van J. Symons
Rochester, Minnesota
Van J Symons - February 09, 2018 at 11:54 AM

“

I enjoyed working with Brother and Sister Hyer in the Provo Temple. I have such a
high regard for sealers. Best wishes to you Sister Hyer at this time. I am not able to
make it to the funeral because of a preset schedule of an MRI for my wife. Brother
Clark Cox

Clark Cox - February 09, 2018 at 10:34 AM

“

Paul was a teacher, friend, and mentor to me, as to many others. He helped solidify
my interest in the serious study of Asian history. One of my favorite memories of my
time at UC Berkeley is wandering through the dimly-lit stacks of the East Asiatic
Library in Durant Hall. Pulling a volume off the shelf, I saw the name "Hyer" printed
on the check-out card glued inside the back cover. I checked out the book just to
have my name on the same record as my former teacher. His passing is a great loss.
--Michael Allen

Michael Allen - February 05, 2018 at 11:26 AM

“

A remarkable man who blessed the lives of so many.

Larry White - February 04, 2018 at 01:27 PM

“

I met Paul through the Kennedy Center and loved hearing him tell stories from his life
experiences. He and Karen were always friendly, and we had many good
conversations. He will be missed, but no doubt he is already busy in his new
environment. Karen, I know this will be a big adjustment for you. Paul has gone
ahead to prepare the way.
Prayers for you and the family,
Lee Simons

Lee Simons - February 04, 2018 at 12:48 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Paul V. Hyer.

February 03, 2018 at 10:13 PM

“

It was a great honor and privilege to serve as a missionary in Taiwan under President
Paul Hyer. He called us China Hands, and that always made me feel part of a very
special team spreading the gospel among some of God's choicest children.
President Hyer had a remarkable love for the Chinese people and for us as
missionaries. I looked up to him in every way. I'm so glad I've been able to continue
our association after the mission because I live in Provo. President Hyer always
demonstrated great love and affection for me, and I never doubted he had my
welfare in mind. I feel like he was a second father to me, and now I'm grateful he can
always look out for me from the other side. I love you President Hyer!! Condolences
to my dear friend Karen Hyer and all of their children and grandchildren.

Jane Birch - February 03, 2018 at 09:29 PM

“

Pres Hyer was a wonderful mission president! I was in Taiwan with him 1983-1984,
and ran into him again later when I married a BYU history professor.
Paul was always thoughtful, kind, calm, caring and showed he loved his
missionaries, the Gospel, and all the people there and to come. I remember him
drilling it into our heads that when mainland China fully opens up to missionary work,
there will be so many people to teach that every Chinese member and every person
who has ever served a Chinese-speaking mission will be needed to reach all those
who will be ready to receive the Gospel. So he wanted us to continue to study and
keep up our language skills!
Although I have since helped teach some Chinese speaking investigators in various
places throughout the world, and served other missions where I needed to learn
other languages (German, some Spanish), I hope for the day when Pres Hyer's
vision is realized and we are all called upon to teach in China. I'll need to get up to
speed with my Mandarin, but know God will provide as He always does.
My deep love, respect and gratitude to all the family for your love and support of Paul
-- a truly great man and dedicated servant of God.
I will be out of the country in Feb, otherwise I would love to see you all at the
services. God bless!

Amy Dixon - February 03, 2018 at 05:57 PM

“

I was blessed to have a relationship with Paul that extended over 40 years,
beginning as a student-teacher relationship when I took his modern Chinese history
class in the mid-1970s, extending through the period when we served together in a
district presidency in Beijing over 15 years ago, and continuing as friends (with him
still my mentor) up until the time of his death. My wife, Robin, knew him even earlier
than I did, when he was living with his family in Taipei and Robin was serving a
mission there. Paul was one of the great pioneers of the Church and of BYU in Asia.
His legacy continues with us in the lives of his family members and many students
and missionaries whom he influenced over the course of his long and faithful life of
service. Our sincere condolences are extended to his family. We will all surely miss
him. Tim and Robin Stratford

Tim Stratford - February 01, 2018 at 12:04 PM

“

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the family of Paul V. Hyer.

January 27, 2018 at 04:36 PM

“

President Hyer was a great friend of my father (Fan Hsieh) ever since they started
serving together in the Taipei Temple Presidency. President Hyer was an exemplar of
true discipleship as he served others selflessly with kindness and love. We will
always remember his goodness, his zealous devotion, and his love of God.

Christian Hsieh - January 26, 2018 at 10:26 PM

“

I love and greatly respect both your parents, Christian. Your mother and father (Fan Hsieh)
lived the gospel and shared where ever they were. Your mother shared the gospel in the
marketplace with Chen Li Rung, (Summer of 1984) Jenny Chiu and family. Jenny had lost
her mother and your mother explained the plan of salvation over buying vegetables and

later introduced Jenny to the sister missionaries. Fan Hsieh baptized Jenny Chiu Dec 24,
1985, such a wonderful baptism. I have a photo of your parents with the Chiu family if you
would like the copy and don't have one in a family album.
July Ellis Jolley - January 30, 2018 at 01:16 PM

“

(Then Taipei Temple) President Hyer sent me a beautiful letter of comfort and
counsel when my grandmother passed away during my mission. I have always
treasured his words that helped me feel better when I could not be home to say
good-bye. I'm sad he has left this world, but look forward to meeting with him in the
spirit world. 一路平安！
Chad Staten, Taiwan Taichung mission, November 1988 - December 1989

Chad Staten - January 26, 2018 at 08:09 PM

“

Paul was a favorite teacher of mine when I was an undergraduate, and then a valued
colleague when I came back to the History Department at BYU. He was full of
warmth, wisdom, and good will. I'm grateful for his valuable contribution to his
students, colleagues, and the community. We will miss him!
Gary Doxey

Gary Doxey - January 25, 2018 at 06:30 PM

“

Paul was one of the great professors and scholars at BYU. His long and
distinguished service to the Church in China and Asia was ground breaking. He was
a dear friend, colleague, and mentor for whom I have the utmost respect and
admiration. His great smile and positive outlook and gentle presence will be missed.
Vance Randall

Vance Randall - January 25, 2018 at 06:04 PM

“

Paul Hyer was a great man and a great friend from my early days at BYU. I
respected him very much and felt of his warmth and respect in return. He did much to
bless the Lord's work on earth and to make the world a better place. He will be
missed.
Kent P. Jackson

Kent P. Jackson - January 25, 2018 at 04:45 PM

“

Paul Hyer was a boddhisattva, no doubt about it. He will be missed.

Valerie Hudson - January 25, 2018 at 04:27 PM

“

Paul Hyer took time to visit with me about my academic interests early during my
undergraduate studies at BYU. His wise counsel influenced the direction of my
career. The patience and attention he so generously showed me, when I am certain
he had more important things to do, is something I have tried to model in my
behavior in my own academic career.

Scott Galer - January 25, 2018 at 04:23 PM

“

Paul was an excellent teacher and scholar. He had the ability to connect with
students and to analyze difficult issues with insight and understanding. BYU was the
richer for his service. He will be missed.
Lynn Wardle

Lynn Wardle - January 25, 2018 at 03:57 PM

“

Paul is a great man who has contributed much to building up the Lord's Kingdom
among the Chinese people. As Chinese, we are forever grateful for his love and
service!

Peter Chan - January 25, 2018 at 11:40 AM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Paul V. Hyer.

January 25, 2018 at 11:30 AM

“

Randy Goodrich lit a candle in memory of Paul V. Hyer

Randy Goodrich - January 25, 2018 at 01:34 AM

“

While in my senior year in Tamkang University (Taiwan), I hear that President Hyer
would be the new Taipei Mission President. I knew 1 "Hyer" in my life and that was
the one who taught me the gospel when I was 14. I was excited because I thought I
was going see my missionary again. Not too long after, President Hyer came to visit
our tiny humble TamSui college student branch. I knew right then he was not my
missionary because he was a lot older. I told him my missionary was Eric Hyer. He
said: "That was my son!" I was overwhelmed beyond I could explained. Ever since
that, he would call me by my chinese name and talked to me like a loving father yet
in his unique scholarly style.
I went to him before I applied for my mission to seek his counsel. I went to his house
several times when I was a student in BYU. He was always nice and gentle and
called me by my chinese name.
I feel sorry for his passing away but know that he is in a better place to continue his
work.
I love him and admire him for his good faith and great work among us.

Peng, Mei-Jyan - January 24, 2018 at 10:18 PM

“

President Hyer,
You were a mentor and my friend. I will miss you deeply. I thank you for pulling
strings to get me into BYU. It was my distinct pleasure and honor to call you my
friend. We shall meet again. Until that time . . .
Curtis Christlieb

Curtis Christlieb - January 24, 2018 at 01:56 PM

“

President Hyer was pivotal in my life. As missionaries, he trusted us to use our best
judgment and wisdom. He taught us to embrace and immerse ourselves in the
culture to reach those prepared for the gospel. He strongly encouraged us to find
quality (heads of households) rather than ‘making the numbers’.
When he needed to consult with Church HQ about important mission matters he
called up and said, “Gordon? This is Paul.”
I believe he did more for the people and Church in Taiwan than any other individual.
His wife, Harriet Hyer, supported all of it and was on point with him every step.
President, you were a disciple of Jesus Christ,
Blessings,
Heidi Brooks Wigren Shelline

Heidi Shelline - January 24, 2018 at 09:42 AM

“

Paul Hyer was a giant among men and women of scholarship and faith. Blessings to Eric
and his other family members, Madison Sowell
Madison U. Sowell - January 25, 2018 at 04:07 PM

“

Please accept my sincere condolences. May the Hyer family know the Lord's blessings of
incomprehensible peace and comforting solace during this difficult time of mourning.
Clyde Triptow - January 26, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“

For his exemplary lifetime of service--on both sides of life's veil-- President Hyer will be
remembered and thanked by unnumbered friends. Gregory Newell
Gregory Newell - January 27, 2018 at 04:09 AM

“

As a missionary in Hawaii (I think it was called the Central Pacific Mission) Elder Paul
HYER played a role in the baptism of my mother unifying our family as members. He was
also a great advocate and counsel for me at BYU. He was a brilliant man of great character
with a caring, pure heart. The world was blessed by his being here.
Theodore Hisao OKAWA - January 29, 2018 at 10:54 AM

“

To Karen and family: I’m so sorry about Paul’s passing. Condolences to you and the kids.
What an amazing individual! My work in Africa and Latin American was enriched by Paul’s
quiet wisdom, as well as his dedication to his students, the church and to BYU. Karen, I
enjoyed going together, the three of us, to a conference in Cuba back in the day when
things were just opening up. I learned much about this good man, my colleague at the
Kennedy Center, through the years of our association and conversations. He certainly was
a dedicated teacher and a person of not only Asian studies expertise, but life and the
gospel, as well. His faith in the Lord inspired me and all who enjoyed his influence. I’m
sorry that I’ll be working in India when the funeral occurs, but I’ll be thinking of all of you on
February 9, 2018. Stay prayerful as you face the future until meeting him again. Blessings!
Warner Woodworth - January 30, 2018 at 09:41 PM

“

Paul Hyer was my Dad and taught me much.Loved my Dad and his wisdom. He will be
missed.Scott Hyer
Scott Hyer - February 04, 2018 at 09:51 AM

“

Luanne, reading through these comments, I can tell what an elect man your dad is, what a
tremendous blessing. My thoughts are with you and your family. (I've loved getting to know
your grandson this year. That's a child who's been loved and read to! Now I know it's a
family thing -- for generations.)
Linda - February 06, 2018 at 04:59 PM

“

On February 9th in 1983 I said goodbye to President Paul V. Hyer (海爾保羅) as I left
Taipei, Taiwan to return home from my mission. It is fitting to me that on this February 9th in
2018 I will say one last goodbye to him in mortality.
I have ever been grateful for the love he showed me and confidence he expressed in me.
When I was with him I felt I was doing great things, and that could do even greater things.
He changed my perception of myself. He empowered me to believe in what I could
accomplish when I put God's and others' interests ahead of my own. He gave me the gift of
faith in myself.
His love of the Chinese people--and their love of him--was palpable and inspiring. They
knew he wanted the Church and the world to be a better place for them. He called on all of
us to serve with our hearts. I am more Chinese on the inside because of the lessons he
taught me in loving and serving with my heart.
The world is a better place because of this life, discipleship and example of this humble,
formidable, inscrutable man. Thank you to you, his family, for sharing him with us. Know
that for so many, for me, he made all the difference.
一路平安.
Kip Meacham - February 09, 2018 at 10:04 AM

“

My mission president for his last 6 months in Taipei . . . he ignited my missionary fire with
his beautiful command of the language and his knowledge of the Asian people and the love
of the gospel and it's supreme importance in our lives. I was so grateful for the assignment
to work in Hsintien and I got to meet Fan Hsieh (his friend) who was the Bishop of Yungho
and heard his story of conversion while studying in the Vatican to become the Cardinal of
the Catholic church in Taiwan (or so I remember) . . . it was SO real for President Hyer. The
basic, certified and advanced missionary curriculum he encouraged and I dove in
memorizing 1000 vocabulary words and reading Jesus the Christ. It galvanized my love for
the Lord and His mission to spread the gospel to all the world.
The last time I met Paul was apparently not long before he passed away. I felt a prompting
to see if he was still around and was thrilled to hear he was in Provo. We set a time and we
went and had a special spiritually tender visit as we talked about missionary work, family,
memories and I asked him for counsel . . .. what would you leave with me . . . and as others
have shared . . . he said to follow the Spirit of God and he will direct us. What a great man!
I love him and I look forward to seeing him again as we teach the gospel in the spirit world
and after the resurrection.

Wish I would have seen this sooner!
Bretton - September 04, 2019 at 11:30 PM

