Raymond Earle Beckham
February 18, 1927 - October 31, 2017

Raymond E. Beckham, one of Provo's well known community and church leaders, and a
BYU administrator and faculty member for 42 years, passed away of "TMB" (too many
birthdays) on October 31, 2017.
He was born February 18, 1927, in Chandler, Arizona, to Charles and Quintilla Spurlock
Beckham. After his father died in 1942, he lived with relatives in Safford, Arizona, for his
last two years of high school. In Safford, he was chosen as the outstanding student
athlete, and served as editor of the high school newspaper. He also completed all
requirements for a pilot's license, claiming that he "got his pilot's license before his driver's
license" (Arizona did not require a driver's license in those days). After graduating from
Safford High School, he attended the University of Utah and played football there. After
military service during World War II, during which time he converted to The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, he enrolled at Brigham Young University. As a BYU
student, he was student body vice president, member of Intercollegiate Knights and Blue
Key, a member of the football team, and was business manager of the student newspaper.
During his senior year in 1948, he was appointed to represent the student body on the
committee to raise money for the new George Albert Smith Fieldhouse.
At BYU he met Ida Lee Jackson, from El Paso, Texas. They were married June 17, 1947,
in the Mesa, Arizona Temple, and are the parents of five children. She died in 1994. They
have 19 grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren.
He then married Janette Callister Hales, the widow of Dr. Robert Hales, in 1995, who also
has five children, along with 14 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. The two of
them have enjoyed a wonderful 22 years together.
After graduation in 1949, he worked for Taylor's Department Store as advertising manager,
then accepted a position at BYU in the Extension Division. While there, he organized the
BYU Evening School and the Travel-Studies Department. He later became director of
public services (with a mandate to increase BYU's enrollment from 4,500 to 10,000),

director of alumni relations, director of development, and then served 21 years as
professor of communications before becoming the Associate Dean of the College of Fine
Arts and Communications. While he was alumni director, BYU became the first university
in the United States to computerize their alumni records. It was during that time that he
founded the Aspen Grove Family Camp, started the BYU Alumni Fund, supervised the
construction of the BYU Alumni House, and co-founded the BYU Cougar Club. He served
on the BYU President's Council for nearly 20 years and on the BYU Athletic Council for 21
years.
He was appointed director of development in 1964, and organized BYU's first continuous
fund raising program. Among the projects coordinated by him were the BYU football
stadium and the Marriott Center, along with many scholarship funds, endowments, and,
later, the BYU Museum of Fine Arts. He established offices in New York City, Los Angeles,
and Salt Lake City.
After 21 years in the BYU Administration, he took a sabbatical leave from BYU to
complete his PhD in Communications at Southern Illinois University in 1972, after which
he joined the BYU Communications Department for the next 21 years. He retired in 1992.
As professor of communications, he taught classes in advertising, public relations, and
communications theory. He was convinced that BYU students could compete nationally for
good positions in communications, and organized an internship program in New York City
so that students could gain experience and see for themselves how well they could do. He
took 40 students to New York City during the summer months in 1977 and again in 1978
where they worked in major advertising agencies, public relations firms, and television and
news media.
Upon his retirement from BYU in 1992, he joined NuSkin as director of corporate
communications. Following his two years at NuSkin, he was a full-time volunteer in the
Public Affairs Department of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for nearly
eight years—the last four of which he and his wife, Janette, served on the Church Olympic
Coordinating Committee. He has served on boards of directors for more than 20
corporations, and as a communications consultant for many others. He served on the
board of directors for Covey Leadership Center for eight years and in Washington, D.C. as
Deputy Director of Polling and Planning for the Reagan-Bush reelection campaign in
1984. He was an unsuccessful candidate for the U.S. Congress in 1982.
In community service, Dr. Beckham was president of the Utah National Parks Council of
the Boy Scouts of America; chairman of the board of the Utah County Chapter of the

American Red Cross; Chairman of the Provo Economic Development Committee;
founding president of the Provo Downtown Alliance; president of Deseret Village (for
special needs adults); and has worked in such activities as United Way, March of Dimes,
Cancer Crusade, Provo Christmas Festival, America's Freedom Festival at Provo, the
Governor's Mansion Restoration Committee, the Governor's Initiative for the Family, and
on the Utah Centennial Ambassadorial Committee that hosted ambassadors from 55
nations during Utah's 1996 Centennial Celebration.
In Church activities, he has been a Scoutmaster, High Councilman, Bishop, Stake
President, Mission President, Regional Representative of the Twelve, member of the
Provo Temple Presidency, member of the Church Melchizedek Priesthood Committee, and
member of the Church Adult Curriculum Committee. He served as chairman of the Church
Home Teaching Committee and the Church Single Adults Committee. He was on the site
selection committee for the Provo Temple and was one of the original Temple Sealers at
the time of its opening in 1972.
He has been awarded the Presidential Medal from BYU, the Alumni Distinguished Service
Award, the student body's Outstanding Manhood Award, The BYU Franklin S. Harris
Award, and was inducted into the BYU Athletic Hall of Fame. He also received the Rotary
Club's "Service Above Self Award, Provo's Abraham O. Smoot "Outstanding Citizen"
Award, Scouting's Silver Beaver Award and its "Outstanding Citizen" Award; the Red
Cross Clara Barton Award, the "Modern Pioneer" Award from the National Sons of Utah
Pioneers; and the Utah Parks and Recreation Award for outstanding service to parks and
recreation for his voluntary service in gaining approval for the Provo Recreation Center.
He also worked for the past three years in directing the placing of sixty benches and
historical plaques in Provo parks and along the Provo River Trail.
He is survived by his wife, Janette, and his five children: Raymond, Jr. (Elaine), St.
George, Utah; Randy (Vicki), Sandy, Utah; Renae (David) Willes, Orem, Utah; and Raleen
(Rick) Wahlin, Provo; 19 grandchildren; and 25 great-grandchildren. He is also survived by
Janette's five children: Ann H. Nevers, Pocatello, ID; Thomas C. Hales, Pittsburgh, PA;
Jane H. Ricks (Daniel J.), Salt Lake City; Karen H. Parkinson (Mark D.), Boise, Idaho; and
Mary H. Bates (Blaine F.) Littleton, Colorado; and her 14 grandchildren and 5 greatgrandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his first wife, Ida Lee Jackson; two sisters,
Lorraine Peterson Ashe and Anna Laree Self Bushman; a brother, Rodric and his wife,
Mildred Jancar; and, most recently, a son, Eric (Rick) and his wife, Vicki Beal.

Funeral services will be held at 12:00 noon, Saturday, November 11, 2017 at the Oak Hills
Stake Center Chapel, 925 East North Temple, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg
Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Friday, November 10 from 6-8:00 p.m. and at
the church Saturday from 10-11:30 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Provo City Cemetery.
Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

What a fantastic life! Thank you, Ray Beckham! I am one of the students who
participated in the New York City internship program. I can attest that it was a
positive, life changing experience that did, in fact, result in me realizing that I could
do well there. I became a stronger, more confident young man, the results of which
have blessed my entire life. I offer one correction: you can add another year to the
record. My group was there with Dr. Beckham in 1979. Once a week we met as a
group on Wednesday evenings for various outings and lectures arranged by Dr.
Beckham. One of the first outings was with an architect who lead us on a walking
tour along Central Park West where he showed us various architectural styles and
the names of famous buildings. It reminded me of one of my favorite classes at BYU
where the professor led the class around the BYU campus and introduced us to
scores of different tree species. We learned to recognize them by their attributes
such as bark, shape, height & leaf shape. We learned the common name and
scientific name. It opened up a whole world for me. Likewise, this architectural
walking tour made living in New York even that much more interesting. Rather than
just seeing "trees" and "buildings" I now could see individual trees and individual
buildings. Later, after graduation, I lived in Manhattan for two years where I continued
my interest in knowing the details and dates about scores of famous buildings and
sites around New York. I freely shared these enriching details on many tours I gave
to friends and visitors. No matter where I have lived since then I have repeated the
process of learning the details of notable buildings and features in my new home and
then share it with people. And it all began on that walking tour arranged by Ray
Beckham.
From the obituary: "He was convinced that BYU students could compete nationally
for good positions in communications, and organized an internship program in New
York City so that students could gain experience and see for themselves how well
they could do. He took 40 students to New York City during the summer months in
1977 and again in 1978 where they worked in major advertising agencies, public
relations firms, and television and news media."
- Jay Mower
Portland, Oregon

Jay Mower - November 12, 2017 at 03:57 PM

“

The BYU School of Communications purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Raymond Earle Beckham.

The BYU School of Communications - November 09, 2017 at 03:11 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Raymond Earle Beckham.

November 07, 2017 at 08:43 PM

“

Thank you President and all of the Beckham family. Your service in Canada and the
example of service you showed has been such a blessing for me. I am so glad I was
able to get together with President Beckham last year for lunch. His pearls of wisdom
will always be cherished. He always had such a love for us missionaries. We will
miss him greatly.
Stephen C Booth
Alberta/Saskatchewan-Canada Calgary Mission 1974-1976

Stephen C Booth - November 07, 2017 at 12:44 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Raymond Earle
Beckham.

November 06, 2017 at 02:33 PM

“

Bountiful Rose Basket was purchased for the family of Raymond Earle Beckham.

November 06, 2017 at 11:20 AM

“

Thank You "President" Beckham for your years of service to Family, Church,
Missionaries and community. You will be missed, but your impact will be remembered
and lived

Michae Payne - November 04, 2017 at 01:41 PM

