Richard Dean Cox
December 17, 1932 - November 9, 2014

Richard Dean Cox, 81, of Provo, Utah, passed away November 9, 2014, in the Utah
Valley Regional Medical Center of complications resulting from a stroke.
Richard was born on December 17, 1932 in St. Anthony, Idaho to Golden H. and Lilly Cox.
He moved to Idaho Falls, Idaho where he spent his youth and graduated from High
School. After attending a year of college at Idaho State University, he transferred to
Brigham Young University where he received a Bachelors Degree in Journalism. While at
BYU, he entered the Air Force ROTC program.
Richard married his high school sweetheart, Colleen Virginia Hansen, also a student at
BYU, in the Idaho Falls Temple on August 27, 1954.
He entered the United States Air Force and served as an officer. His duty assignments
took him to many locations throughout the United States as well as several assignments in
foreign countries. He proudly served his country as a helicopter pilot in the Vietnam War
1967-1968, during which he was decorated numerous times. After twenty years of service
he retired from the Air Force. After retiring from the Air Force, he worked for Brigham
Young University for 32 years both at the Alumni Association and in Career Placement.
Richard was an active member of the LDS Church serving in many capacities: counselor
in the bishopric, bishop, and later as a temple worker. He was a devoted student of the
scriptures and history and devout in his beliefs.
He is preceded in death by his eternal companion, Colleen and is survived by his two
children, Randall Dean Cox and Nicole Cox, his daughter-in-law, Rickie Cox, and four
grandchildren, Jared Randall Cox, Adam Michael Cox, Nicholas Christian Cox and
Madison Anne Cox, and one step-great-granddaughter, Bentlee Petro.
Graveside services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, November 14, 2014 at the Provo
City Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo, Utah. There will be no prior visitation.

Condolences may be sent online at www.bergmortuary.com.
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SR

We are very sorry to hear of Richard's passing. My
husband served with him in Vietnam. In particular, Eric was
one of the gunners on Richard's first flight as the pilot of a
Huey, and it was a very "hot" mission. He performed
superbly and received a Silver Star for that mission in 1969.
He and the rest of the crew on February 20th saved the
lives of a Special Forces Team that consisted of 6 men - 2 5th Special Forces,
and 4 Indigenous. Years later he met with us and with Col. David K. Sparks, the
Commander of the 20th SOS in 1969, for a dinner in Salt Lake City which we
have never forgotten. Our son, who was 7 years old at the time, and myself, will
never forget Rich's and David's comments and respect for all of the men of the
20th Special Operations, who went by the call name "Green Hornets". He was a
man of nobility; trustworthy, and Gallant in his actions. The work that the Green
Hornets performed at that time was clandestine and Top Secret, and I am sure
Rich saved many more lives during his time as a Huey Pilot.
Our hearts go to your family who have suffered so much in the last few years.
Susan & Eric Roberts
Spring, Texas
susan roberts - July 15, 2015 at 10:29 PM

TO

In my interactions with Richard in our mutual BYU days, I was always uplifted by
his humility, humor and wisdom. He really did make a positive difference in his
assignments and his exuberance in nourishing others was unfailing. I am grateful
to have had an association with Richard, in both BYU and church service
settings. All the best to the family. May your time of reunion with each other and
remembrances of Richard be rich.
Sincerely,
Terry Olson
Professor Emeritus, School of Family Life
Fellow, The Wheatley Institution
BYU
Terry Olson - November 13, 2014 at 07:07 PM

JR

I'm sure sorry to hear of Richard's passing. He was a good friend,neighbor, and
home teaching companion. I enjoyed the time we spent together home teaching
and just visiting. I've missed not seeing him working in his yard when I would go
to see Lauren. He was an outstanding man. My sincerest condolences to Nicky,
Randy, and his other love ones.
Jack Rollins - November 12, 2014 at 07:02 PM

