Shirley Black Asay
May 14, 1927 - July 6, 2020

Shirley was born on May 14, 1927, in Richfield, Utah to Terah and Elna Christensen Black.
At nine months of age Shirley’s family moved to Salt Lake City, Salina, and Fillmore before
returning to Richfield. Her siblings were Doyle, Lee Charles, Don J, Norma Deane and
Elna Carolyn. Shirley graduated from Richfield High School in 1945 at the tail end of
World War II. Shirley’s hardworking nature began herding cattle, babysitting, cleaning
homes, plucking turkey feathers, driving laundry trucks, waiting tables and working at Fish
Lake Lodge. After graduation, Shirley worked for the Salt Lake branch of the Ogden
Arsenal. She met Ellis Egan Asay from Monroe, Utah and their first date was July 6, 1945
(75 years to the day that she died). They were married in the Manti Temple on December
19, 1945. They moved to Pocatello, Idaho until Ellis graduated from ISU with a degree in
pharmacy. They then moved to Richfield where Ellis Doyle, Ken Black and Mickelyn were
born. The family moved to Provo in 1954. Shirley got her beautician license in 1958 and
established her own shop where she did hair until 2015, being the oldest practicing
hairdresser in the state of Utah. David Carlos completed their family by arriving in 1959.
Shirley and Ellis enjoyed traveling in their motorhome, gardening, and later served a
mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as directors of the visitor’s
center of the Los Angeles Temple from 1987-88. After Ellis passed away November 22,
1993, Shirley filled her time with service as Relief Society President of the Eastlake Care
Center and an election judge. She loved going on cruises and seeing sights throughout
the country. She continued to work in her salon, beautify her yard, and make chocolates
until she moved to an apartment in Pleasant Grove in 2016. Throughout all stages of her
life, she made and was surrounded by devoted and wonderful friends. Her favorite
pastime was playing cards. She loved getting together with her family during holidays,
especially July 4th. This year she had over 50 family members who came to wish her well
as her valiant life came to a close. Shirley died at home on Monday, July 6, 2020. Her
family wishes to thank Hearts for Hospice and Shirley’s granddaughter, Kim Conant, for
their loving care.
She is survived by her children: Doyle (Diane), Ken (Joyce), Mickelyn, and David
(Michelle); sister-in-law, Lila Merrill; 18 grandchildren, 55 great-grandchildren, and 12

great-great-grandchildren. She is preceded in death by her son-in-law, Leon Christensen;
great-grandson, Westin Christensen; and great-great-grandson, Chance Drew.
Her graveside services will be held on Friday, July 10, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at the Orem City
Cemetery, 1520 North 800 East, Orem, Utah. Due to COVID-19, social distancing will be
observed so please bring a mask, a chair and an umbrella and help us celebrate this elect
lady’s life. Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

I knew Shirley and Norma at the Springville Senior Center for many years. Took
several trips to fun places and I always enjoyed her company. She and I had our new
hips and lots to compare,even had same Doctor she recommended to me. Loved her
chocolates, of course. I feel like I was at her funeral watching the lovely family talks. I
will miss her, but never forget her sweet spirit. Thanks, Jenifer Banz

Jenifer Banz - July 14, 2020 at 06:50 PM

“

I was privileged to be one of Shirley's ministers at the Villas. It only took a couple of
visits to become good friends. I loved to be with her any time I could. She was wise
and she was fun
She had a marvelous sense of humor, just thinking about some of the things she
came up with makes me smile. I am really going to miss my friend, Shirley

Ann Webb - July 12, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

Shirley was a wonderful lady! I remember going with my mom at times to have her
hair done by Shirley! She even cut my hair a few times! Much love and prayers to all
the family.
Love,
Linda (Kopp) Easley

linda easley - July 12, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Services

Berg Mortuary - July 11, 2020 at 03:22 PM

“

Shirley was an exceptional woman. She was warm, funny and very compassionate.
She did my mother and my mother-in-law's hair for several years. She came to my
mom's home just days before she died to give her a final perm. Mom wanted to look
good when she saw dad again.
She treated my mother-in-law with tender compassion as she struggled with her
failing health.
It was good to get acquainted with a great lady who shared her chocolates and her
love for those who knew and loved her in return.
Judie Williams

Judie Williams - July 10, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

“Lovely” is the best word that I can think of to describe Shirley. She was meticulous in
everything she did. I spent some days in her home making chocolates, and was in
awe of her organization and of how hard she worked until the job was all finished.
Certainly she will be missed by those who loved her. My condolences go to all of
them.

Kathie Hong - July 10, 2020 at 03:36 AM

“

She was a wonderful aunt to me and my brothers and sisters. I remember her great
laugh and fun personality. When we visited and I was younger she always had the
soda machine opened in her salon room and we would sneak in there and enjoy cold
pop. When we gathered for Thanksgiving all the kids and cousins and the men were
in the family room watching football while Aunt Shirley and our mom and the other
aunts were cooking up the feast in the kitchen and the uproar of laughter was
apparent and Aunt Shirley was the ringleader
It is amazing how life takes a unique turn because I was serving a year in the Los
Angeles area as a missionary and my spirits were lifted mightily by running into Ellis
and Shirley in the LA Temple Visitors Center and again was greeted with enthusiastic
smiles and voices that warmed my heart close to home and that hearty laugh of
Shirley again
Shirley was always a great support to the Carlos / Colleen tribe and the other day via
text all of us from Marci and Brent and Clair and Tim and Buffy praised her and the
spirit of James expressing wonderful blessings of knowing our beloved Aunt Shirley!
Marcus Asay

Marcus Asay - July 09, 2020 at 11:10 PM

“

A truly great lady that raised a great family. I have been a friend of her son Dave for
over 30 years. When she would visit Dave's house it was a pleasure to see her and
talk with her. Always made you feel like the most important person in her life. See will
be missed. My love and condolences to Dave and Michelle and her immediate and
extended family.

Alan Slagowski - July 09, 2020 at 03:56 PM

“

I am Renee Orvin Swenson Crosby I lived in Shirley's ward Rivergrove in Provo on
the corner in green brick home. Shirley home was just around the block..When I
moved into the ward and ask if there was a beautician Shirley's name was the first to
come up. Call her and got right in, I remember Shirley's Smile and cheerfulness and I
love my hair cut short with a razor, she did exactly that until we moved to california, I
wanted to take her with me it was the best hair cut I have ever had, I am 84 and have
such good fond memories of Shirley and Ellis. When we lost our beloved baby she
and Ellis were the first at our doorstep. Great wonferful memories of your mom and
you children.

Renee Crosby - July 09, 2020 at 03:54 PM

“

We send our love and sympathy at the loss of your dear mother, Shirley. It has been
so fun to have Shirley as a hair client and friend over the many years. I have enjoyed
doing her hair weekly,and getting to know her and her family. She will be greatly
missed. Elaine has enjoyed Shirley's friendship also, over the years. Thanks for
asking me to do Shirley's hair,for the last time. I promised her that I would do that. It
was an honor. Love, Brenda and Elaine Burgener

Lila Nielson - July 08, 2020 at 11:53 PM

“

Shirley, our dear friend and neighbor for many years! How we will miss you and your
wonderful sense of humor. It was an honor to live next door for years and share so
many fond memories. We love you!
Mike and Vicki Standing, Jenna and Robert Weischedel

Vicki Standing - July 08, 2020 at 10:40 PM

“

I have many memories of Shirley. She was a great example of an Elect daughter of
god. She was wonderful to listen to and learn from and work with in Rivergrove ward.
She always had that beautiful smile on the back row. Love the Sayers.

Gillian Sayers - July 08, 2020 at 09:57 PM

“

I
We pay tribute to a very special lady who blessed our family in so many ways. She
extended love and friendship when we were strangers in a strange land trying to
settle into a new way of life. Always giving and smiling. She will be greatly missed but
remembered tenderly.
Stephen and Annette Uytenbogaardt and family.

Annette Uytenbogaardt - July 08, 2020 at 07:00 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. She was a very classy and sweet lady. I grew up in her
ward and my daughter had a perm from her salon. She is one of my favorites from
the earlier years of my life.
Love Cheryl Shelley Halliday

Cheryl Halliday - July 08, 2020 at 09:56 AM

