Stephen Covey, "Papa"
October 24, 1932 - July 16, 2012

Our beloved husband, father, and grandfather, Stephen R. Covey, passed away peacefully
at a hospital in Idaho Falls, Idaho, early on the morning of July 16, 2012, due to the
residual effects of a bicycle accident he sustained this past April. He was in his 80th year.
In his final hours, he was surrounded by his loving wife and each of his nine children and
their spouses, which was a tender mercy of the Lord and something he always desired.
Stephen was born and raised in Salt Lake City, Utah, to Stephen Glenn and Irene Louise
Richards Covey. He attended East High School and graduated from the University of Utah
with a degree in business. Following his graduation, Stephen served a mission to the
British Isles. Upon his return, he earned an MBA from Harvard Business School and then
began his teaching career at Brigham Young University where he later earned his
doctorate degree.
Stephen was a faithful member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and
served in various capacities, including as a bishop, regional representative, temple sealer,
and an advisor to the LDS Church Missionary Committee. At the age of 29, Stephen was
called as the first mission president to Ireland, a calling he loved and which became a
formative experience in his life.
It was while serving as a missionary in England that he discovered his talent and passion
for teaching. In 1983, he made the decision to leave his full time teaching position at BYU,
which he had thoroughly enjoyed for over 25 years, to start an organization, Covey
Leadership Center (which later became FranklinCovey), with the mission of taking
Principle-Centered Leadership to the world. This mission influenced him to grow a global
organization with operations in over 125 countries and to personally deliver thousands of
speeches to individuals, leaders, CEO's, Generals, and Heads of State from all around the
globe and to write dozens of books which have sold millions of copies in numerous
languages. He thereby influenced literally tens of millions of people and thousands of
organizations and communities everywhere. He was always surprised and embarrassed
by his professional success and simply saw himself as a steward of the great work he was

doing, always giving credit to God.
Dad's greatest joy was his family. He'd prefer to spend time with his wife, kids, and
grandkids than with anyone else. He loved family trips, special one-on-one dates,
birthdays, farewells and homecomings, kids' sporting events, skiing at Sundance, and late
night talks. He loved spending time in Montana on the lake where he taught us to waterski, drive boats, ride bikes, fish, and shoot the bow and arrow and BB guns. He loved
gathering his family and holding family councils and firesides where he would teach us
important lessons such as how to make Christ the center of our lives or how to better
serve Mom so that we "don't kill her off."
Dad simply adored Mom, the former Sandra Merrill, and the love of his life, whom he met
while he was a missionary and she was traveling abroad as the youngest member of the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. They later married on August 14, 1956, in the Salt Lake
Temple, a marriage which led to nine children, 52 grandchildren, and six greatgrandchildren.
Dad loved the Savior and believed that if you put Him at the center of your life, everything
else would fall into place. He was humble, compassionate, and generous to a fault. He
had unbelievable optimism, was so affirming, and saw the good in everyone.
He frequently played practical jokes on his friends, and let the kids build peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches on his bald head more than once. He had a multitude of friends from all
walks of life. He enjoyed riding his bike, watching inspiring movies, eating Chinese food
and cherry-chocolate malts, attending BYU sporting events, and asking his wife to sing in
public without any warning whatsoever.
Throughout his life, on most mornings, he would arise early, go to a place where he could
be alone, and he would pray, meditate, and study the scriptures. This daily private victory,
as he coined it, became the source of his security, guidance, wisdom, and power and he
often told us kids that "if you will spend twenty minutes each day with the Savior of the
world in private worship, you will spend eternity in his presence."
We are grateful for our knowledge of the Plan of Salvation and know that our patriarch has
been taken home to a loving Heavenly Father and is now with his sweet mother and
father, his sister Marilyn, and many other relatives and friends. We will sorely miss our
"Papa" and long for the day when we will once again be united.
Stephen is survived by his wife of nearly 56 years, Sandra Merrill; his nine children and

their spouses: Cynthia (Kameron) Haller, Maria (David) Cole, Stephen M.R. (Jerolyn)
Covey, Sean (Rebecca) Covey, David (Pamelyn) Covey, Catherine (Paul) Sagers, Colleen
(Matthew) Brown, Jenny (Jason) Pitt, Joshua (Jenny) Covey; his siblings: Irene (Cal)
Gaddis, Helen Jean Williams, and his best friend and brother John (Jane) Covey.
Funeral services will be held at 1:00 p.m., Saturday, July 21, 2012 at the UCCU Events
Center at Utah Valley University, 800 W. University Parkway, Orem, Utah (just off of the
University Parkway freeway exit). Friends may call from 5:00-8:00 p.m., Friday, July 20 at
the Oak Hills Stake Center, 925 East North Temple Drive, Provo, Utah (across from the
Provo LDS Temple) and at the UCCU Events Center, Saturday, from 11:00 a.m.-12:30
p.m. prior to services. Condolences may be entered on his obituary at http://www.bergmort
uary.com.
If desired, donations may be made to the I Am A Leader Foundation, a charity supported b
y Stephen and dedicated to developing character and leadership skills in children and yout
h in public schools. Please visit any Zions Bank location for assistance or send your donati
on to: I Am A Leader Foundation, PO Box 1936, Provo, UT 84603, USA.
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Comments

“

I worked in FranklinCovey Brazil for 3 years and I had some opportunities to be on
the side of Dr. Covey. He impacted my life with his teaching and I'm so grateful. He
left a eternal legacy for me and I would like to thank for his family.

Rodrigo Facio - December 12, 2014 at 12:37 PM

“

Seeing this late, but i wanted to definitely write this words on your wall .I remember
from your book seven habits, "Begin with the End in Mind" habit, where you ask us to
think about what people should say on our funeral.
Well my words for you " You are a LEGEND" who have helped millions reach their
potential during your life and after your life ...

jamshid - May 29, 2014 at 07:57 AM

“

Thank you.

Alberto - México - Student - April 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

It was an honour for me to translate S.R. Covey's Seven Habits, a book with a lot of
"bon sens près de chez vous". Reading and translating it probably changed the
course of my life.

Magali Guenette - November 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The principles I was able to recognise through Dr Covey's guidance remain
unchanged and provide a light to guide me. A gift from a gifted man. Deepest
sympathy to the familly and friends.

Nick Thompson - DC - October 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

His 7 Habits book made a profound impact on my life. He will be missed by many.

Karl Krayer - Dallas, TX - client - August 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I will always be inspired by the generous spirit and lifetime of thoughtful giving that
Dr. Covey so eloquently lived.

Phillip Randazzo - Dallas, TX - grateful disciple - August 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Family & Friends of Stephen R. Covey,
I should like to express my deepest and heartfelt condolences. I will keep Stephen R.
Covey and all his family in my prayers.
I was deeply moved by his books which I read first in 2010, and which were my
personal best sellers in the last years. They have reached my heart, consoled and
given me hope in times of loneliness and solitariness, and will have a lasting effect
on my life and those connected with me.
Dear Stephen R. Covey, thank you ever so much for your great work and legacy
which has helped me so much.
Andrée Bayhurst

Andrée Bayhurst - Boeblingen - reader of Stephen Covey's books - August 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Andrée Bayhurst - Boeblingen - reader of Stephen Covey's books - August 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen Covey made a difference - not only in my life, but the lives of many friends,
colleagues, and perhaps millions of others. That influence will continue for
generations. My thinking has been changed forever.
After attending an OB class he taught at BYU, I knew he was someone to watch and
follow.
Later in my career, I attended several seminars at Sundance to become a certified
instructor to teach my colleagues, including, "7 Habits," and "Principle-Centered
Leadership." His personal attention and insights are highlights I still cherish.
His books have also had a positive and lasting effect on my life.
For a while, I dated a girl who lived near the Coveys, and I got to know one of the
Covey children. What a great family they had. He always made me feel welcome,
and even remembered me many years later when I took fellow employees to a
presentation Stephen did at the Meadowlands in New Jersey. He picked me out to
come up on stage and do 30 push ups. Of course, he was surprised when I did them
quickly, but he then said to do 30 more. That was more difficult, as I could only do an
extra 20. Then Stephen had the crowd get behind me, and I was able to finish easily
with the crowd support. That taught me a lesson I never forgot.
Of all the things I learned from Stephen, even the things he taught me in person, the
biggest impact came from his book, "The Diving Center." It continues to be an
influence for good in my life. In fact, it is perhaps one of the most influential books I
have ever read, surpassed only by The Book of Mormon and The Holy Bible, and a
few others.
Many of my heroes have passed away now - Elder Neal A. Maxwell, Hugh Nibley, my
father, James C. Bement, and now, Stephen Covey.
I understand the grief that the family must be feeling, having recently lost my own
dear wife and my father. I am deeply sorry that the Covey family has suffered
suffered such a great loss.
Never forget to take that 20 minutes a day with the Savior.

Michael J. Bement - Fernley, NV - Former student and trainee - August 14, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Hearing the sad news hit me like a ton of bricks. Stephen embodied everything he
taught. When his sons stepped into the company I was even more impressed to see
that they too were the real thing. What a testament to Stephen.
What a terrible loss for all of you. I am profoundly sorry and send my deepest
sympathies to each one of you,
Outside of my own family, no one has influenced or inspired me as much as
Stephen. Thank you.
xo
Robyn
from Canada

Robyn Gosney - toronto - employee - August 14, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

We have lost a great human being - our belovd teacher. May his soul rest in peace.
My heatfelt condolences to his fmaily and friends.
Regards
karthik

Karthikeyan T - Bangalore - India, MA - Student - August 14, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey, like countless other millions, you and your work have been one of the
greatest inspirations to guide me in my personal mission here on earth. I was
fortunate to hear you speak in person, and to run into you anonymously in public
after a moment of personal victory. I will continue to strive to emulate your spirit of
vision to those with whom I influence.
Dr. Darryl Clark

Darryl Clark - Olathe, KS - Influencee - August 12, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

In this way I want to express my respect and my gratitude to Dr. Covey, whose work
is an important inspiration for me. Fortunately I was able to tell him this personally a
few years ago.
With deepest condolences and kindest wishes to Mrs. Covey and her familiy.

Alexandra Schriefers - Düsseldorf, Germany - reader of his books - August 08, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

It was a great honor to read youre work.

Snezana - August 07, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

You inspire me to be the best I can be even now. Thank you for being you. My
thoughts and prayers are with your family. Xxx

Donna Ambrose - United Kingdom - August 07, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I first read your Papa's books when they were initially published ... and over and over
again ... and they changed my life. I went from being a scared, timid, underachiever
who allowed unkind people to hold her back, to a very successful, happy,
independent, and well-liked person ... and I give the credit to the Lord who worked
through Stephen to help me overcome a lifetime of abuse and insecurity. I wrote
down many of his major themes ... I meditated on my circle of influence versus my
circle of responsibility, etc, etc. Most of all, I began to understand that people are
more important than things ... and this changed all of my relationships. All of this was
like turning on this incredible lightbulb for me! I could never thank him enough for
answering God's call on his life, and I now regret that I never personally thanked him.
But he is one of the most influential people in my entire life, and when we all meet in
the presence of Christ I will have my chance to thank him then. I pray for all of you,
his family, and that you will get through this trying time. He has just gone ahead of us
a little while. C.M.

C M - Philadelphia, PA - A reader of his books - August 07, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Seldom the Gospel has been taught the way Stephen does. I will hold his advice
dear forever. Pini and I will keep you in our prayers.
Jussi

Jussi Kemppainen - Pikkala, Finland - Friend - August 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The Covey Family
Thank you for sharing your Dad's wisdom with me... He touched my life as a young
adult through his book The 7 Habits, and became a voice in my read throughout the
last 18 years. His voice will continue in my head and I am sure in your hearts forever.
Having lost my own Dad only last year, I know how much that pain can hurt even if
you entrust your heart to the Lord. Be strong when you can and when you can't put
your head on His shoulder and allow Him to comfort you.
My kindest, warmest wishes to all of you
Alison Geduld

Alison Geduld - Cape Town, South Africa - Follower - August 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

A candle loses none of its light by lighting another candle...and Stephen has lighted
many. His light shines brightly in all of his family and all around the world. May he
have the peace in Heaven...he gave to so many of us on earth.

Kate Mahon - Halifax Nova Scotia - A friend from Canada - August 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Stephen Covey,
There are many famous leaders in the world. But you are the one of a few powerful
leaders. You lead by your heart and love for people. You made my work more
enjoyable, and you made my life happier.
My deepest condolence,
-Changhong Yu

Chang Hong Yu - Los Angeles, CA - Reader of his book - August 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

World has lost one of the greatest man who ever lived. I feel as if a member of my
own family has passed away. Much of the happiness I experience in my life is thanks
to the work and message of this brilliant man. I am forever greatful and amazed by
what have done to all of us. Thank you Mr. Covey.

Adam Pura - Warsaw, Poland - Follower - July 30, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

May He Rest In Peace He who wanted us to help us find our Inner Voice and help
other find theirs, while aiding us living a True and Meaningful Life for ourselves, our
loved ones and the world all together.

Ibrahime Camara - July 30, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Because of great men like Stephen I value time and experiences more than I did in
my past. He was a light to this world. I will be forever grateful that he shared the gifts
that God gave him so we could all learn how to live better lives. You will be missed
dearly Stephen. Melissa

Melissa Fancey - Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada - Mentee - July 30, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I never had the privelege of meeting Stephen, although I had hoped to one day. His
work with The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People changed my life and that of
many others I know. I admired him greatly, work to follow in his footsteps, and am
deeply saddened by his passing.

Bridget Zahradnik - MI - July 28, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I cannot put into words the impact Stephen had on my own happiness and success. I
admire his personal discipline and dedication to his Mission and that of our Saviour.
He can live with God knowing that he has helped save thousands of souls, and will
continue to do so through his life's work.
We all live better for having known him.
While pride is not in your character, you can be sure that what Stephen did will never
be forgotten by strangers. May he live on in you all.
God Bless.

David Palmer - Cwmbran, UK - Student - July 27, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Friends and Family of Stephen and to Stephen himself.
Thank you for the wonderful teachings over a life which is an example to all, I feel
humbled and touched by Stephen's humility, gentleness and wisdom. If I can
exercise just 10% of his teachings and the 7 Habits within my life it will be a life
deeply enriched.
Green and Clean will forever make me smile and my other favourite the role-play of
the 12 year old boy flunking at school, portrayed in Habit 5 on the extended audio
CD is always instructive, amusing and very powerful.
I listen to the audio cd's frequently, I will do my best to learn and study more and
pass the baton on and touch as many as I can with his wisdom and kindness.
Perhaps the most striking change for me personally as a previous agnostic is how
I'm increasingly touched by a sense and a higher understanding of someone greater
than all of us and the importance of being in touch with this. If a man as wise as
Stephen feels the touch of God then it becomes compelling.
With deepest love and respect, may peace be with us all
Justin

Justin Williams - London, UK - A stranger - July 27, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the privilege of facilitating the Seven Habits course for many years for an
organization in which I was employed, and I also had the pleasure of meeting Mr.
Covey personally once when I attended a CLC program in Utah. I was very sad to
learn of his passing. He has had a huge influence on my life. The world has lost a
wonderful human being.

Katherine Maas - Calgary, AB, Canada - Seven Habits facilitator - July 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Today I am receiving my new planner and I came across Mr. Covey's statement that
"Integrity is Loyalty". Our state is struggling with a football program that placed loyalty
to a football program over the integrity to protect children.
I will also always think of Mr. Covey admonishing me when I reach for a bag of potato
chips.

Frank Marshall - Camp Hill, PA - listener - July 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am reminded of the following "For Good" song lyrics from the Broadway musical
"Wicked":
"I've heard it said
That people come into our lives for a reason
Bringing something we must learn
And we are led
To those who help us most to grow
If we let them ...
I know I'm who I am today
Because I knew you...
So much of me
Is made of what I learned from you
You'll be with me
Like a handprint on my heart
And now whatever way our stories end
I know you have rewritten mine
By being my friend...
Who can say if I've been
Changed for the better?
I do believe I have been
Changed for the better
And because I knew you...
I have been changed for good."
Thank you, Dr. Covey ... with all my heart!

Debra Hawley - Downingtown, PA - Grateful 7 Habits Student - July 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thanks Stephen.
I read your greatest book 20 years ago.
It changed the way I think everyday. Still does today.
You'll be always living in my mind, and in next generations minds.
Exactly as you said in "7 habits" :
One man asked another on the death of a mutual friend, 'How much did he leave?'
His friend responded, 'He left it all.'" – Stephen Covey.
R.I.P.

Raffaele Santopaolo - Naples, ITALY - July 24, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I kind of met Mr. Covey on the day he passed.
I was in a slump and looked over my bookcase and picked up the book "7 habits of
highly effective people" by Mr. Steven Covey. Signed onto my laptop to see what
mails I had gotten and there on YAHOO front page was the notice of death. WOW! I
took it personally because I had had the book for about 4 years and never even
opened it to read it before that day. When I got over the initial shock I said that
maybe God had him to clarify to me that I needed to stop procrastinating and take
my life by the horns and be successful.
"Thank you for sharing your gift of inspiration to the world" R.I. P. Mr. Steven Covey.

Juanita Scriven - Nassau, Bahamas, FL - July 24, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My Brother,
With tears in my eyes, I don't know what to say. I will miss you, your insights, your
calmness, and your ability to see into the hearts of people. God has used you in a
very good way and you were a good and faithful servant. God bless you and your
family.
Mo

Maurice Brown - Nashville, TN - Friend / Student - July 24, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was first introduced to Stephen Covey through his book, "Spiritual Roots of Human
Relations". I lived by its every word and used it parallel with my scriptures. I learned
that even years later, I had to inhale it as opposed to just reading it. My goal was to
one day meet and speak with Stephen Covey.
A few months ago I tired to get hold of my old friend of years ago. We had met at a
conference in Baniff, Alberta where he conducted three hour workshop on various
principles of positive thinking. I was doing a work shop on Kinesiology at the time. I
was excited to be there and interestingly, no one knew who he was. I saw him
spending time alone so I decided to take advantage of the situation and introduced
myself. We had lunch together. It was exciting to meet a mentor.
Later after dinner he asked me," Would I be interested in reading a manuscript he
was working. I would consider your comments and value your insight." How could I
say "no". I took it back to my room and stayed up until 4 in the morning devouring it.
It was called," Seven Habits of Highly Effective People".
I had breakfast with him in the morning and handed him the book. He asked me what
I thought. I gave him my answer. I told him that this book would become one of the
most influential books ever, and would be translated into many languages, about 30
to 40, and he would become such an influence. etc." I asked him to remain quiet
about our personal revelatory experience. He did. Years later I needed some favours,
and called him and he remembered and helped out. Stephen was a wonderful
helper..ever growing and serving and loving. I am thankful the Spirit whispered to me
about that he was passing soon. It often happens and prepares me. I am grateful to
have known him and to have had this experience with him. I always show up in
peoples lives when they need to move through a crisis. He's not resting, he is
carrying on. Trust me. I know.

Dr. John Nauss - Currently Toronto, Canada - Friend... - July 24, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was out of town last week and missed everything. We lost a good man!
It was my joy to know Stephen and the family for many years - all outstanding
people! I send my deepest sympathy to all of you (and us) who will be without him,
his knowledge, his wisdom, his spirituality, and his humor. He was a gift to the world
and improved the lives of thousands.
May the Savior fill the void in your lives with His love, peace and understanding.
Love, Shirley

Shirley Johnson - BYU Football, Provo, UT - Family friend - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was able to meet Bro.Covey when he was in London. He was an inspiration to me
we spent most of the night talking with him and enjoyed being with him with Sis
Catherine Covey. I am sorry for your loss and wish many happy memories. Love, Sis
Brenda Kershaw Corder

Brenda Kershaw Corder - Caldwell, ID - missionary comp to Catherine - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for everything, sharing your wisdom , for your commitment for making this
world a better place and contribution to education. My sympathy to the family Covey
your husband, father, grand father, brother, uncle...was a great leader thank you for
sharing him with us.

Edson Williams - London - student - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

As a tribute to Dr. Covey, I am humbly running for State Office with the slogan
"Leadership is a choice, not a position." I adopted this motto shortly after attending
Dr Covey's Four Lessons in Leadership Conference in Las Vegas in 2000. After
serving my HOA community for seven years (2005-2011), I can attest to a shortage
of community leaders and volunteers. I hope others who read this message will be
encouraged to give more of themselves to benefit their community.
view my resume on LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/azharris

Jason Harris, MBA, PE, PMP - Gilbert, AZ - District 17 Candidate, AZ House - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Asked many times if we were related, not so, sorry for your loss.

Jeannie Covey - roseville, MI - none - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

July 23, 2012
Dear Sister Covey,
The world has just lost a giant of a man, but we are much better for having had him
here.
My name is Judy Garner Scott. One of your missionaries in Ireland was Charles
Garner of Rupert, Idaho. He could put anything together or fix anything.
In 1966, just three months after we were married he was in a very bad motorcycle
accident. He was brought to SLC Holy Cross Hospital in a coma. When you and
President Covey walked in his room I understand that he almost sat up and crawled
out of bed. I'm sorry I wasn't there to see it. I was two months pregnant and a
complete wreck. I was out in the car crying. Both you and President Covey came out
and sat with me. I don't remember the words that were said but I was comforted from
that time on.
July 2003 we discovered that he had lung cancer that had gone into his liver and
back bone. He passed away March 20, 2004.
I'm sure that Charles was one of many who met President Covey with open arms. He
loved him so.
I have now remarried. He is a wonderful man and a sealer in the SL Temple and I
also serve there.
The Gospel is true and you are loved for your great support of a great man.
Sincerely, Judy Scott

Judy Garner Scott - Salt Lake City, UT - deceased husband former missiona - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am sorry that he is gone. He made this world a better place by teaching numerous
people how to better themselves.

Promagirl - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Rest in Peace, You have touched many lives on this planet.
"Papa" fits perfectly ... our were "Papa" to us all..those you touched with
Your Deep..From the Heart Messages....Good Bye

A B AL Mahmood - Manama - Kingdom of Bahrain, NY - Student of the Great Dr. Covey - July 23, 2012 at 12:00
AM

“

Dr. Covey was by far the most influential professor I had at BYU (MBA in the 1970s).
His teachings and personal insights have had a lasting impact on my life. His legacy
of teaching will live on through all who have been blessed to learn from him.

G Kent Peterson - West Valley City, UT - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am a 35 year old mother of 4 boys (plus a 5th on the way). But when I was a
teenager, I had heard the name "Stephen Covey," and his famous title, "the 7
Habits," when I came across and picked up the book, "The 7 Habits of Highly
Effective Families," and read it. I was instantly in love! I wrote in the margin of that
book, "When I grow up, I want to be the female Stephen Covey!" The more I read of
his works, the more I loved watching him pursue his life's mission. I felt inspired by
his example to live a Christ-centered, mission-driven life, and that is what I have
pursued since.
I loved seeing interviews and hearing audios of him, articles and even knowing
people who knew him personally (like Natalie Link Norton), who validated that he
was as true and inspiring in person as he was in his writings and speakings.
I have been so positively impacted by Dr. Covey, that a mere, "thank you," would not
suffice. I determined that, should I ever get to meet him in person, I would kiss the
top of his bald head! No words could express the admiration and gratitude I feel for
his example and contribution to our era.
Upon hearing of his passing, I felt great sorrow for all his family. I am grateful for the
peace and assurance the gospel of Jesus Christ brings. And that is where I, too,
have hope, that one day, I will get to kiss that head!
All my love,
Angel Naivalu

Angel Naivalu - Aspen, CO - BIG FAN! - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so inspired by many of his books even before I became a member of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. He was a great and awesome man.

Cynitra Anderson - Pontiac , MI - Church Sister - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Eleven years ago, when I was a homeless street musician in Hawaii, a stranger
made a lasting impression on my life. He gave me strength to pursue my dreams,
and always try no matter how hard and hopeless it seemed. He hired my husband
and me to play at a party and although he never told me his name, he gave me his
son's name--Sean Covey--and even his son's book "Seven Habits of Highly Effective
Teenagers." The point remained that I was a teenage runaway and this stranger had
taken me off of the street if only for a night.
Later, after I made the connection and realized who had taken a chance on two
homeless kids, I vowed to somehow thank Stephen Covey. I never got that chance.
So instead I wrote a tribute to him on my blog. Here's the link to that story:
http://www.ecwrites.blogspot.com/2012/07/stephen-covey-lived-what-hepreached.html
Our thoughts and prayers are with you,
Elisa (EC Stilson)

Elisabeth Hirsch - Salt Lake City, UT - friend - July 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Here is a great man with a great legacy! Inspired and enlightened as few men can
be. What a privilege and honor I had in receiving his influence and learn from his
inspiring work! Thank you Dr. Covey!

Mauricio Araujo - São Paulo - Professional Colleague - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

"And on that day when my strength is failing,
The end draws near and my time has come,
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending,
Ten thousand years and then forevermore"
God Bless You, Dr. Covey

Jenni Williams - Dublin, OH - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Stephen,
The first time I met you, you took my hand and looked straight into my eyes. You
smiled at me and said: "I'm Stephen". Your blue eyes and soft smile made me feel
warm and welcome.
I will miss you tremendously for all you tought me over the past 10 years, making me
a better person, both personally and professionally. Your example and teachings will
endure for a lifetime and I hope that I will be able to carry on your legend for my
years left on this earth.
May God bless you and all your family.
Christian

Christian Tyden - Madird - colleague - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

What a Life Steven R, Covey lived !!!! an amazing story ...all the best to his family
and friends at this difficult time .

Doug Voice - winnipeg - belong to the same church - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to the Covey family at the sad loss of Stephen. Stephen's legacy
will be to inspire those who take on his teachings to live much greater lives filled with
love and service to those around them. God's mercy and grace be with you Stephen.
Rest in peace. Amen

Pauline Maher - Dublin - Inspired reader - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the Covey family and entire organization. Dr. Covey's
teachings touched millions including me personally and our region of Southwest
Louisiana. After seeing Dr. Covey in Raleigh three years ago we began implementing
The Leader in Me in our local elementary schools and this is making a powerful
difference in the lives of the students and families. His work will continue and he will
always remembered as a giant in personal development. Thank God for the life and
teachings of Steven Covey.
George Swift, SWLA Economic Development Alliance, Lake Charles, LA

George Swift - Lake Charles , LA - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen Covey was a Giant.
I can still remember the first time I heard him speak at the time I entered IBM for my
first job as a junior engineer in 1991 ... how literally stupid I felt I was ... and how it
was crystal clear to me how long a road laid ahead of me to even come partway
close to be what he was describing.
I cannot express in words what you have meant to me Stephen. I am honored to call
myself your student, and I hope one day, I'll be worthy that you'll be as honored to
call yourself my teacher.
Thank you Stephen.
What you've done is timeless.
May you rest in peace ... I'm sure God up there received you with a "Job well done"
that few others are more deserving of.
Sincerest condolences to the Covey family.
Regards,
Ara

Ara Talaslian - Montreal - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

thank you for what you taught me and through me many other people.

dorine de jong - Amsterdam, Netherlands - admirer - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for all the inspiration to live a good life - you have changed my life. Rest in
heavenly peace, Dr. Covey.

Patrik Slechta - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

May the Lord welcome you at His presence. Goodbye, teacher

Carlo Tuzi - Italy - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Although I never had the opportunity to meet Doctor Covey, I have followed Franklin
Covey since I was a child. The utmost appreciation for his teaching, his inspiration
and motivation were all traits that I thoroughly enjoyed learning from his books and
seminars. He was a true leader and someone who made such a great impact on the
world! My condolences go to his family and friends and to all he provided inspiration,
guidance and leadership to throughout the course of his amazing life!
Thank you for everything you've provided to this world Doctor Covey...you will be
missed!

Sarah Gordon - Minneapolis, MN - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey,
I never had the honor of meeting you personally, and it was one of my long-term
goals to one day be a part of your incredible organization, but you have served such
a HUGE role in my life. You have been the #1 source of inspiration and true wisdom
for me since I was only 18. In fact, upon reading th 7 Habits, I was truly transformed
as an individual, and have since read the 7 Habits (along with your other
phenomenal books) 25 times within the last 12 years. I truly believe that God
introduced me to you as a blessing to me. I feel so grateful to have been given the
opportunity to know of you. You are a blessing to humanity and such a special
individual. Thank you for EVERYTHING.
Tashina Schimming

Tashina Schimming - Kansas City, MO - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My Deepest condolences to the family. Stephen surely inspired and there is a living
memory in each one of us.

Joseph A D'Souza - Karachi - Admirer - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thanks Mr. Covey for all and my deeply respect for his family in this moment.
God bless you.

Jose Antonio Delgado - Lima - Perú - Follower - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

May God bless Stephen Covey and his family. He was a wonderful friend and
Sundance neighbor; his influence for good and his positive example will be
everlasting.

Harris H. Simmons - Salt Lake City, UT - Friend - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey was one of the persons who impacted my life, specially with his best seller
"The 7 habits...". HIs legacy will live on. May God through his Son Jesus Christ
comfort and be always The Way and The Mighty Fortress to all family and
friends.ghiow
"Even if I walk through the valley of the death I will not fear because YOU are with
me" (Psalm 23.4)

Lucas André Albrecht - Canoas, RS, Brasil - Reader - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I reflect on the memories shared by your family, the continued good works others are
sharing, and in this I think I hear the rising of his crescendo. I will miss him too, my
condolences... and then I will hear him again.

Robert Hovis - CA - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank for for the the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People book, which has led me lead
a successful life personally and help many of my people around me and in my
business life. It still is the bible for me practising the habits which coincides with each
day of the week. Thank you also for sharing your family in your books and I wish
them strenght and resilence to see the legacy that you have left behind which never
let your name be forgotten. RIP Mr Stephen Covey. 22 July 2012
Lionel Watson
Australia

Lionel Watson - Melbourne Australia - A avid reader of Covey - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so fortunate to have Dr. Covey teach a smallish group of us. His energy
radiated throughout the room. His teachings have changed my life. He made this
world a better place. My condolences to his family.

Evelyn Turner - Bellingham, WA - student - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Dr. Covey 1 time in 2005 at the Metro State College of Denvers' at the Auraria
Campus. I sat front and center at one of his speaking engagements! He needed a
volunteer and promptly chose me to demonstrate a life lesson!
I had read the 7 Habits of Highly Effective Living a dozen times by this point in my
life. Although, I consistently failed daily applying the Principles of the 7 Habits, Dr.
Covey validated that I had a compass and it was leaning against the right wall. Dr.
Covey at one point abruptly burst out laughing during the middle of one of his
presentations and confesses that he himself struggles daily with applying the
principles, behaviors and habits himself.
The irony of him creating this Centered Principle Leadership Model and he himself
struggles. The humility and courage of the confession along with the ability to laugh
at self and while yet living congruent are many, insights, wisdom and lessons that I
learned form Dr. Covey.
My life, business and mission is dedicated to Centered Principle Living and
influencing a society; centered on universal laws, Thanks to Dr.Covey.
Peace and Be Blessed
Keith Dorsey

Keith Dorsey - Denver, CO - Mentee - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The best professor I ever had. Your spirit will be always with us through your
teachings and your example. The good you made can not be measured. Godspeed,
Mr. Covey.

Jose Insenser - Madrid - Remote Pupil - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you Covey family for sharing your husband, father and grandfather to the
world. What a sacrifice, but to know how many lives he impacted must make you
proud of the moments you shared as a family. Please continue to share with others
because it's apparent our world needs it. Even in his death, he has encouraged me
once again, so I can only imagine the knowledge each of you have to pass to others.
Your loss is also my loss, but I will keep you in my prayers, thank God I had an
opportunity to learn from his principle centered living, and do as he did, pray meditate
daily and acknowledge who God is in my life.
May the peace of God rest, rule and reign in your hearts. I love you

CFoster - Atlanta, GA - Franklin Covey facilitator - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen Covey taught me more than I could relate and for that I am ever grateful.
What I also learned was that I also need then to teach others and I have been doing
that through sharing his books and my life lessons learned through them with as
many others as I can, having given numerous copies of 7 Habits to those who
needed its guidance. Thank you Stephen Covey you will be missed but you're mark
on us will last forever!

Steven King - NY - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen R. Covey was one one of most influential leaders of the 20th century. He
was also profoundly influential in my life, as his work saved me from certain selfdestruction. In 2009, I was privileged to meet and work with Dr. Covey after he
endorsed my first book, The Upside of Fear.
Shortly after I met him, Dr. Covey blogged about our meeting:
http://www.stephencovey.com/blog/?tag=weldon-long
Somewhere out there Dr. Covey is making the angels better leaders. He will most
certainly rest in peace after having left this world significantly better that he found it.

Weldon Long | Writer, Speaker and Entrepreneur - Woodland Park, CO - Student - July 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

This is first and foremost a loss for the family. My condolences to you. But this is also
a loss for all of his readers. I think I bought "Spiritual roots of human relations" in
1981. When serving together in the Ireland Dublin Mission, Maria Covey often taught
us from "The Divine Center". I have read his masterpiece in English and Swedish,
and taught my own family from it. Of course I have read both versions - people and
family. The same habits, but explained to different audiences.
As one who has benefitted greatly by his teachings, I admire Stephen Covey for his
accomplishments!
Condolences from Björn in Sweden!

Bjorn Engelbrektsson - Borås, Sweden - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

God bless Stephen.
Thank you.
What you've done is timeless.
My condolences to the entire family.
Sincerely,
Ara

Ara Talaslian - Montreal - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I have never met you but I feel as I have known you for years. Words can't describe
what I have learned from you and how your books have formed me into whom I am
today. Thank you for everything, your work will live on forever.

Robert Allen - CA - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

MY DEEPLY CONDOLENCES TO A GENIUS THAT INVENTED A NEW LIFE

NEIL AMSTRONG VELOZ HARO - RIOBAMBA - ADMIRATOR - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I only knew Stephen for a short time but felt like he was a kindred spirit. I got to know
him well as he was healing from his accident. Although people go into the medical
profession for a "job", I consider it nothing like that. For me, it is a blessing. I consider
myself extremely fortunate that I had the opportunity to work with Stephen. I had
many great memories in the weeks I got to know him. We bonded over our
similarities in music and the fact that we both liked the same soup from Zupas! I
loved how he would just hold my hand and not let go and give it a kiss at the end of
the day! Most of all, I loved his smile! Boy, could he ever smile! As I look at all the
pictures I see it reminds me of the great smiles I saw in person and how he could
always uplift and change my day. Thank you for sharing such a wonderful man with
the world, myself included. I consider myself blessed. Sandra, you are a wonderful
woman and I enjoyed interacting with you the few times we met. You and your entire
family with be in my prayers during this time.
Miriam

Miriam Cook - Orem/Provo, UT - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My heart goes out to your entire family during this difficult time. When my own
mother died the sadness and grief washed over me in ways that caught me by
surprise. I hope all of you find tremendous comfort from your family and friends.
Reading Dr. Covey's book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, literally
changed my life back in 1991. That year I was working full-time as a nurse at McKayDee Hospital and trying very hard to balance that with being a wife and the mother of
two preschoolers. I picked up the book for my husband (a professor at Weber State)
but ended up reading it myself. I took those wonderful principles to heart, wrote a
Mission Statement, realized that I had my "ladder against the wrong wall"and quit my
job to focus on my family. That was over 20 years ago and my family was greatly
blessed by that decision.
I so wish that I had taken the time to write to Dr. Covey while he was still here on
Earth, but I just wanted all of you to know about another person's life that he
changed in such a huge and positive way.
Sending lots of love your way!

Debbie Davis - Ogden, UT - Avid reader of Dr. Covey's books - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen has inspired and lifted me as I have studied the books and words that he
left. I saw him in January of this year, 2012, at his home and was again inspired at
how effective and productive he is. He showed us his book Third
Alternatives...working until the end. He did not believe in retirement and has recently
said many times, live life in crescendo...he is a friend and example to me and I will
continue to be inspired by his teachings for my entire life.

James Larsen - Provo, UT - friend - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

May God continue to bless you in Heaven as you have blessed all of us here on
Earth. Thank you for sharing your gifts.
Kim

Kim Elizabeth Manning - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you Stephen for sharing so much with the world. Your systems of values and
principles, personal and public victory, first things first and so much more are an
inspiration to millions. You will be missed and I am grateful to you.

Stephen - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I have long adored the writings and talks of Brother Covey. This past Christmas my
youngest son and I listened intently to several of his books on CD. In fact, we are
heading to Orem for a permanent move at the end of this month, and I had already
been in touch with the Covey group about being able to work for them so I could
learn more from this righteous teacher. I was stunned and heartsick at the loss of this
good brother, and my heart goes out to his family, as I don't know how I will handle
losing someone I looked to as a teacher. His talks and writings had a profound effect
on me. I can't believe I won't get the honor of meeting him in this life...it was a goal
I'd made long ago, and missed by only a few weeks.
Brother Covey, what a legacy you have left behind. The ripple effects of the righteous
work you've left behind, not to mention 9 children who will carry on that legacy,
cannot possibly known here. I will never forget you or your wisdom. May God
continue to bless the Covey family...you are in our prayers.
Resa LaRu Kirkland and sons.

Resa LaRu Kirkland - Orem, UT - Reader/Fan - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Everyday your teachings inform my life and the choices I make. I was fortunate
enough to attend my first class (Seven Habits) in 1994. The ensuing 18 years of
integrating your philosophy into what I teach and how I lead has undoubtably made
me a better person. To live, to love. to learn, to leave a legacy are words and actions
to love by. Your legacy continues with every heart that is touched by reading and
viewing your teachings and through the efforts of your devoted facilitiators. My heart
is filled with so much love for you and yours. God Bless you and thank you, Dr.
Covey.

Laura Moriarty - South Lake Tahoe, CA - Student, Disciple, Facilitator - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

You gave me wisdom and confidence to be a man of integrity and strong believes.
Thank you so much Sir. I am forever greatful. You are a hero in my life.

Niclas - Stockholm - Fan, follower and admirerer. - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen,
I never met you. I don't know you, but you have and continue to help me in my life.
Your advice in your teachings and your books is unparalleled and will continue to be
part of my daily life. Thank you.

Justin Brewer - Charlotte, NC - Listener - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for sharing, leading and teaching me the last 35 years. Blessings to your
entire family.

Brett Potter Barrett - Provo, UT - Friend, Student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I feel like Dr. Covey was not only a father figure to me, but to millions of other readers
out there. I still remember the 1st time I read his "7 habits book" and listened to the
audio version, it truly transformed my life. I am forever grateful to have had you as a
part of my life Dr. Covey and pledge to read your book every year in July to honor
your memory!

Jay Jackson - Las Vegas, NV - Reader - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I will miss old friend

scott covey - gardners, PA - friend - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Gracias por cambiar mi vida que es una antes de leer sus conceptos y ptra después.
Nos queda el compromiso moral de seguir enseñando su obra. Ese es el noveno
hábito.
GRACIAS MAESTRO.

Juan Carlos Feijoó - Caracas - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I read my first Stephen R. Covey book when I was in my teens ('Spiritual Roots of
Human Relations') and have been influenced by his ideas and philosophy ever since.
I never met him although feel I've known him for many, many years through the
wonderful teaching videos and wealth of literature.
I will continue to be inspired by the notion of 'carrying my own weather', as well as
other notable insights, for many years to come. He also inspired me to create my
own 'mission statement' which is to 'live my life with purpose, faith and passion!'
I was blessed to have a mentor several years ago who was a professional associate
of Dr.Covey and I'm grateful for the many mentoring sessions that focused on the
'Seven Habits' framework and subsequently helped me to make critical life decisions
and realise personal and professional goals.
I facilitated a workshop in Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust (England)
yesterday that focused on the 'Seven Habits' - I dedicated the workshop to his life,
work and memory.
Thank you and God bless you Dr.Stephen Richards Covey for your wonderful legacy
of leadership, integrity, faith and personal effectiveness - I am so grateful.

Ian Govier - Swansea, W\ales, United Kingdom - Someone who was inspired by SRC - July 21, 2012 at 12:00
AM

“

My thoughts and prayers go to to the family and friends of Dr Covey. He has been a
truly inspirational man. His "7 Habits of Highly Effective People" had a big influence
on my personal and professional life. Thank you for sharing your wisdom with others
and inspiring to live better life! May he rest in peace!

Fr. Jarek Pachocki, OMI - Hamilton, ON - Canada - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

A beautiful eulogy for a beautiful soul. : )

Sheila Long - Nesbit, MS - fan - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The world is beter place because of you! Thank you for touching my life.

William Lessingh - South-Africa - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm a recovering addict and have been clean By the Grace of God since Aug 19th,
1986. Stephen's positive affirmations, writing an teachings helped keep me on the
path of recovery and brought me closer to the God of my understanding. I will always
cherish his wisdom in his words and will miss him greatly. He made an increadable
impact on my life!
My condolences to his family in this time of loss. May God wrap his loving arms
around you each and comfort you with his love. Like Stephen said, "We are not
human beings having a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings having a human
experience."
Stephen is with his spiritual Father. Someday, perhaps in my next life, I'll be graced
by meeting him. :) May you Rest In Peace Stephen Covey.
Much love, peace and blessings,
Linda

Linda Nichols - Corpus Christi, TX - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

For so many whom he helped, for so much he've done with his books and personal
example of life, no words could express a loss feeling. Mr. Covey has left a legacy.
May God receive his Spirit as a honored laborer of His will.

Andre Miguel - Sao Paulo, Brazil - Reader - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To the man who changed my life for the better and made me a better person dear Dr.
Covey ~ You have touched and impacted so many lives. I live and teach these things
on your behalf. You were more then a leader, teacher, or speaker. You were a real
hero! Man that had depth in his heart. A passion for his beliefs! You will be
remembered. Your name will echo for generations to come. To ALL the family
members...My love, thoughts, and prayers go out to you all. Be very proud. Celebrate
his life and all that he has done! May God bless you all and hold you strong in the
difficult time!

John F Catena - Kissimmee, FL - Favorite author - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Rip.. you have inspired so many people, me included. Forever with me on my
iphone.
Feel like I know you from listening to you for so many years.
May your family carry on your work and spirit.
Much love
Valentin B

Valentin Bladt - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I learnt late the passing of who I considered as my Spiritual Mentor & Leader, Mr.
Stephen Covey (though, of course, he never really knew me personally)! I've been
an avid reader and listener to both his written and audio books and utilize them for
my own engagement with the youth in my locality, as I am working with a youth
organization. Since I started reading books and listening to his audio releases, I can
say, I've become a changed youth leader, positively! Thanks to him. I can't thank him
enough... I can only solemnly pray that may his soul rest in peace now!!! His life is
one of extraordinary and exemplary, living and embodying substantially his own
teachings!!! HIS LEGACY WILL ALWAYS LIVE ON OUR HEARTS!!! Live, Learn &
Leave A Legacy!!! My condolences to the entire Covey Family.... NCDSEALS.HJN'08 (Manila, Philippines)

Noel Carmona Dacanay - Manila - A Fan Reader Of All His Books! - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

God bless your soul Dr.Covey.You truly lived a life with great purpose.:-)

Edward Croban - Bronx,New York, NY - Fan - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

When I was employed at Farmland Industries, Kansas City, MO in the late 1980's,
then CEO Jim Rainey, was deploying 7H training to 100% of his staff, co-op
members, and their families. I became a facilitator of this original material and
continue to live and teach it to this day. Jim not only promoted this material but he
strove to LIVE IT as a guiding culture driver for his company. I can personally attest
to the integrity of Jim Rainey and his commitment to 7H in his work life. So indirectly,
Steven Covey has guided and improved my life and the life of my participants for
over 25 years. God Bless you and your family and the loss of his physical body on
this earth. He and his influence will be with us for a long-long time. I wish our
government leaders, our lawmakers, our lawyers, our insurance companies, every
portion of our world would subscribe and practice the "ethics of character" as Covey
so nicely summarized and wrote about them. With respect and appreciation, Linda
Nolte

Linda J. Nolte - Redmond, OR - 7H Trainer/Practitioner/Coach - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Since I attended the official 7Habits seminar here in the Philippines years back, I
have been guided by the principles taught by Mr. Covey. I was also privileged to have
attended his talk and book launching of the 8th Habit here in Manila. For the
learnings, thank you Mr. Covey. May you rest in peace and may you be blessed in
the presence of God Almighty with all His Angels and His Saints.

Estrella Barlis - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The true measure of a man is the legacy he leaves behind. Though you have left us,
what you have taught us will live on in perpetuity. Rest in Peace.

Evron Simon - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I learned and benefited so much from (and now have the pleasure of teaching
others) the wisdom shared for so many years by Stephen Covey. The impact he left
on the world is great and will be felt for many, many years to come. May he rest in
peace, and may his family find comfort in each other and from the millions of
supporters around the globe.

Scott Doggett - Orlando, FL - student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

RIP man of principles who thought the world to look and think long Turm and made
everything make sense,
Heaven be your place and god bless your soul

Mohamed Essam - Cairo - Student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen was an amazing man who impacted my life in such a positive way. I live in
Ireland and have read almost all Stephen's books. I loved the way he taught principle
centred living and he is such an amazing inpiration. Thank you Stephen for the love
you spread around the world.

Suzanne Sheridan - Galway Ireland - Avid reader of Stephen's books - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr.covey was a great mentor to me, one of my role model, an inspirational human
being. May he rest in Peace, and grant him heaven. Ameen.
My deepest Condolences, M Fikry

M.Fikry - Colombo - Student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I would like to extend my sincerest and deepest condoleance to his wife, children,
families and friends. He is a great teacher, thank you for sharing him with us.

Federica Jones - Student/coach - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I just want to give thanks to someone who has given me the tools to overcome my
own personal difficulties and who continues to give me hope in my struggles and who
inspires me to hold on to my principles.
Thank you for giving my life purpose.

Kris Deveria - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the whole Covey family on the passing of Dr. Covey. I
am the music teacher at Combs Elementary and I am proud to say that both my
personal life and professional life have been forever changed thanks to Dr. Covey's
principles. I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Covey once and just to stand in his
presence is to feel his peace and kindness. His legacy will live on. I have the
privilege to see that legacy daily in the sweet faces that know how important it is to
Seek First to Understand and then to be Understood and to Synergize. My prayers
are with all of you.

Jacqueline Isadore - Apex, NC - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I want to give to the family of Dr.Covey my deepest condolences. I was praying so
much for him. His life was a candle in the darkness, was a real blessing from God so
I am very thankful to have the opportunity to meet him through his books.
He help me and I also gives to others the same teachings. He never will die, because
his labour, his life always will be amongt the people that He touched and helped to
live better.
GOD BLESS HIS SOUL AND HIS FAMILY FOR EVER.
A great hug from Uruguay

Marìa de los Angeles Lòpez Costa - Montevideo URUGUAY - Reader and admirer - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Some people touch lives, others change them, Stephen R Covey did both. To a
teacher whose lessons will be not be forgotten, whose passion will continue to
inspire dreams and whose tools will continue to help make them come true.
My deepest condolences, Caroline

Caroline Simon - London - Student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am incredibly sad to here of your loss, I have been an ardent follower, admirer and
practitioner of Stephens teachings and practices. His teachings and knowledge are
used throughout my friends and families day to day life and we will continue to do so.
Thank you for the legacy, you have left us all with such a big gift.

Gareth Guest and Family - Basingstoke, Hampshire, England - Admirer, follower - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I send to Dr Covey's family my heartfelt condoleances. I discovered his teachings in
his famous book "The 7 Habits of Highly effective People", back in 1996. It changed
my life for ever and is certainly the book I would bring with me on a desert island.
You are certainly blessed to be his family and to have lived with him and enjoyed his
presence and love and teachings. I am confident you will be strong enough to go
through this hardship in the dignified way he would certainly have wanted.
Words are not of much help but I wanted to express my sympathy and wish you well.
Rest in peace Dr Covey.
Karim

Karim - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Your books were quite an inspiration to me and my life. It was mandatory in nursing
school to read your book "7 habits of an effective leader" in my leadership class and
actually had to do a paper and a presentation on it. Since then, I have enjoyed your
books, introduced them to my friends and we have been inspired by your mighty
wisdom. Sad that you are not here physically but as christians, we are assured that
you are in the presence of the most high, where you are gaining more n more
wisdom. You will surely be missed. Enjoy the beautiful serene gardens of heaven,
the rivers and the valleys...till we meet again Dr. Stephen Covey. Have fun in heaven!

Julie Wangari Kinyanjui - Indianapolis, IN - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey changed my life and I continue to study his writings. Wish I could have met
him personally.

Richard Spaw - York, PA - friend - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Leave a condolence or a memory.

Kimberly Zamarripa - Killeen, TX - Student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Your legacy will live on, and your work will continue to inspire people across the
world. I am personally grateful for being able to benefit from your teachings and
continue to share them with people that are open to living more effective lives.
As a tribute to you and your work, I will say that I owe a successful combat command
in Afghanistan to you and your work; I used your 7 habits to lead my 133 soldiers,
and personally used them to bring all 133 sons, daughters, mothers, fathers, wives
and husbands back to their families and loved ones safely. Our unit remained fully
engaged and worked towards greater effectiveness and heightened levels of
readiness daily, as we reminded ourselves of the habits we had committed to.
A world of gratitude for making the world a better place, one person at a time.

Johnny Wandasan - Honolulu, HI - Student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to the Covey family ,he was a brilliant and wonderful man. I am
currently learning many wonderful things from his book 7 habits . He has been a help
to many including myself . He will be greatly missed

Dylan Daruszka - Buffalo , NY - Student - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

He will be missed. A true visionary who shared his gift with the World.

Brian Smith - Ottawa, Ontario, Canada - Fan - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr Covey had a profound impact on the way I act and perceive the world around me.
He has touched my life and numberless others.

Mark Butterfield - spring, TX - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

President Covey,
Thanks for the anchor you provided for my lifetime during and since our service to
the great people of Ireland. We missionaries will always be strengtened by your
example and teachings, and the love you and Sandra gave to each of us.
Sandra...I vividly recall the drive to the Belfast hospital with a very pregnant Mission
Mom as she was about to deliver Sean. I remember the words of President Covey
the day before as he was leaving for a Presidents Conference in Europe...." Now you
just wait til I get home". Well, we know what happened don't we?

Bruce Black - Stanwood, WA - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathies on your loss.
May you take comfort in knowing that the number of people he helped, exceeds any
number that could be counted.

Kirsten Houseknecht - philadelphia, PA - reader - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Sorry about the passing of your Husband, Father, Grandfather & Great Grandfather. I
started working at FranklinCovey just after the merger & in the 16yrs that I have been
there I have admired his teachings. He is a great inspiration to many people as was
evident this week as I was taking Customer Service calls. Many people that I helped
asked me to send their condolences to your family. One lady who had not heard of
his passing was deeply sadden to hear.
My love and prayers go out to your family at this time.
Sincerely,
Michele Wickens

Michele Wickens - Magna , UT - Employee - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was inspired by his words and am now passing it on to my 3 daughters.
Thanks for the wisdom.
All the best for the family in this difficult time.
Kind regards,
Paul

Paul van Dillen - Amsterdam! The Netherlands - Admirer - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I feel fortunate to have been an acquaintance of Steve. In his unassuming way he
would probably call me his friend, but I think that is too generous.
Steve touched so many lives. One of the last times I saw him he said that he had
visited with 34 heads of state explaining the concepts in his books, and doing a little
missionary work. He said he had 12 book projects currently underway. The energy of
that man was incredible.
As busy as he was, he took time to honor his friends. Recently, I saw him at several
birthday celebrations and funerals. In his own home he was such a gracious host,
always pitching in to make sure his guests were well taken care of.
I had one unusual experience that illustrates Steve's impact on the world. In 1990 I
was asked to consult with a troubled medium size firm in Boston. I was helping on
the technical side. The first day there we arrived early, before most of the employees.
As we walked around the facility I noticed that the management of the company had
placed a copy of Steve's 7 Habits book on every desk at the site. They gave out
perhaps 1500 books that morning. I guess they were quite impressed with what
Steve's was teaching.

Brian R Stallard - Provo, UT - member 2nd Sunday Study Group - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am a Filipino and a professional trainer. I am married with five children. Both my
personal and professional life have been greatly influenced by the words and life of
this great man. Even when I was still a struggling young professional Dr. Covey was
already my inspiration and my mentor. I admire him very much and I consider him a
gift to modern society.
I salute you Dr. Covey for sharing with everyone your talents and gifts. Thank you for
showing us how to live an amazing life.
To the family of the late Dr. Stephen Covey, we are saddened by your loss. However,
we celebrate the life of Dr. Covey, and we know he is watching down from Heaven.
We also know that he will forever be alive in the millions of us whose lives he has
touched.
Dr. Covey...
God took you in his loving arms
He saw you needed rest
His garden must be beautiful
For He only takes the best

Emmanuel R. San Luis - Antipolo City, Rizal Province, Republic of the Philippines - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Stephen Covey is not dead, he rests only.
Dr. Stephen Covey will live forever through his wonderful books and teachings and
enthusiasm. People thank him for all.

Cornelia Androvici - Bucharest - Romania - reader and admirer - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The Family and friends of Dr Stephen R Covey, I share with you the pain and loss for
a good and noble friend who's deeds have changed me and many on this planet
earth.
Your books and especially the 7 habits is an instrument for everyone to shape our
lives and for those around us,to help solve many of today's pressing problems i have
immensly benefited in your book and i always use ,refer or give to any of my friends.
The good lord has taken you from us am sure you are happy with him to serve him
on the other side.Will miss you always our love and sympathy to Sandra and all of
the covey family.
Rest in Peace Dr Covey.
James Muraguri Gichohi

James Gichohi Muraguri - Nairobi, UT - Mentor - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember two things about Stephen Covey that changed the way I think (and act).
First, he told this story: In the early 1970's he addressed a group of grad students at
Cal Berkeley about the question of situational ethics. They argued for some time with
him that nothing could be known for sure about right and wrong. He then, asked
them to sit quietly for a moment and ask this question of conscience: "Is it right to
defer sexual relations until I marry my future spouse?' The stunned audience
remained silent. Then someone rose and said, "I know this sounds strange, but I feel
certain it is right to wait." And many others joined in voicing this. This took spiritual
guts for Stephen to call the question so boldly.
Second, we were sharing a taxi late one night to the Dallas airport. I was fourteen
years younger than he. He asked me out of the blue what I was doing that was really
important. I told him I was trying in my way to be a positive influence to help build
God's kingdom. He then asked, "What is the Kingdom of God?" After my general
response (it equals all good people), he said, "Well, the Kingdom of God is actually
your family. You should give your all to building your family in faithfulness. God will
wrap your kingdom into his." I have since then focused my commitments more
explicitly by helping my church (as LDS), building friendships with those outside my
religion (Zion-building), and working to help my family be faithful and happy as divine
children (Kingdom of God.)
Love to his family, especially my friend, Stephen M.R.,
Randy Paul

C. Randall Paul - Highland, UT - friend, business partner - July 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Covey Family,
You have lost a dear husband, father and friend. I know from the bottom of your heart
you are sad but know "not gone, just gone ahead."
Dr. Covey was truly a wise and wonderful person, always made you feel so special. I
know I am blessed because of him.
My heart goes out to each of you, with Love and Blessings to all, Laura Hahn

Laura F Hahn - Irvine, CA - FranklinCovey Associate - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

It was a great honor for me to spend some time in Dr Covey's company at
Toastmasters International's Convention in Reno in August 2004. As The then
International President, it was my pleasure to present Dr Covey with the Golden
Gavel Award, the highest award the organization makes to a non toastmaster. This
honor was so richly deserved for all he had/has done in the field of leadership. My
memory of him was of a perfect gentleman who chatted about his work and his latest
book, "The 8th Habit", yet to be published at that time. He has, and will continue to
be, an inspiration to me and countless others. May he rest in peace, or as is said
sometimes in Ireland, may he enjoy the light of heaven.

Ted Corcoran - Dublin, Ireland - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

It began with a drop in the water, but the ripple effect has been world-wide and will
continue to ripple for eternity! My condolences to all the family and my eternal
gratitude to Dr. Covey for all he taught us.

Terry Lyon - Salt Lake City, UT - Employee of Franklin Covey Co. - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

"There are some great teachers and a few master teachers." Boyd K Packer
Thanks for all you've taugtt us about business and Life-Precious memories
Especially our unforgettable tour of The Holy Land Christmas ,1975.
Love,
The Warners

Richard Warner - SLC, UT - cousin - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Hello,
I just happen to perchance ready Mr. Richards-Covey, obit and I am so impressed by
his love for our God. I just wanted to say I love the Lord but am always seeking how
and more ways of loving him even greate.
I now know that 20 minutes a day will get me eternally with him to worhip and love
him and to see Mr. Richards-Covey, my Mom and all the other saints of Christ.
Thank you for sharing and I pray all that read are so inspired to turn their live around
as I am. God Bless
Luana V. McIntosh

Luana McIntosh - Chicago, IL - none - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for inspiring me in leadership since 1990.
And loving wishes and strength to his family and friends.

Liesbeth van Buuren - The Netherlands - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey's book came to me at a very influential time in my life, in my early twenties.
I have tried to live principle based ever since. My life is richer and more rewarding
than I ever thought possible. I consider Dr. Covey my personal guru. While I only had
the opportunity to meet him a couple of times, I have respected him immensely and
credit his influence on me as a key factor of my personal and professional success. I
had the great pleasure of working for FranklinCovey and helping to change other
lives using his content.
RIP Dr. Covey. I can only hope to leave a fraction of the legacy you have.

Alice Willmarth - Portland, OR - Employee - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey has been an inspiration to myself and many of my co-workers by dealing
with life as instructed in the Word of Christ. Although the business world rejoices his
strategies, I applaud Dr. Covey's courage to reveal the desires of God in a way that
the secular world could relate to the benefits of being wholesome. May God bless his
family and the seeds of his instruction.

Antonia Pitts - Huntsville, AL - Student - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To the family and friends of Dr. Stephen R. Covey, my deepest and utmost
condolescences. His legacy in helping humanity to become better is huge, and made
all difference in my family and my company, FranklinCovey, which I am proud being
part of.

Bill Moraes - Sao Paulo - Associated Partner - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Sandra, Stephen MR, Sean, David, John and Jane,
The 7 Habits has been a part of my life and of my family's life since 1990 when Tony
taught a small group of us, including Teresa, the habits. He was practicing so that he
could facilitate the program with a client. Those weeks ignited a fire in our hearts that
is still burning today. As you may know, we have had some friendly competition with
the Coveys over the years to see who could have the most family members work for
FC/Covey Leadership. I think we may be tied with 6 members each.
I have so appreciated knowing Stephen over the years. He introduced me to the
power of mission and thinking about my legacy. My marriage and my family are so
much healthier and happier as a result of his influence. My work has deepened and
continues to from his influence. He will forever be my most important teacher/mentor.
The legacy he leaves is incredible.
I value my friendships with you all. Sandra, we last spoke in a restroom in Hawaii.
You asked me "in gest" to share with groups I work with that you were the priciple
writer of The 7 Habits for Families. I want you to know that I have shared that for
many years now. I so appreciate your sense of humor and the obvious collaboration
and partnership you have had with your husband. The affection and reverance I have
seen that your children have for both you and Stephen speaks to the intention and
love you have given to your parenting.
I have often thought of a memo you sent out, Stephen MR, when you left the
company years ago. You referred to "a season of imbalance". You all are thought
leaders, taking the example of your Dad, and likely generations before him, and
continuing the path of Service.
I cherish time that Rex and I have had with you and Jane, John. The work you do
with families is so important. Thank you for your work and for your friendship.
With Love and Affection,
Deb Hauck

Deb Hauck - Roswell, GA - work associate for many years - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My deep felt condolences to the family and thank you for sharing this great men's
time with all of us. He has transformed my life in more ways than I can count and
inspired me to greatness. I will never forget his teachings and hope to bring them in
to my family as he has done in yours.
You will be truly missed Stephen,
Bora

Bora - student - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Hi,
Thank you with the deepest gratitude Mr. Covey for giving me the tools to transform
my life. To gain control of my life and begin to create a new destiny for myself. The
seven habits gave me the courage and strength to change deeply self destructive
patterns...His other books enlightened me on Leadership and Management. I always
loved watching him speak on videos you could see his passion and enthusiasm
radiate from him. I hope to continue his mission as a Life Coach and therapist.
My deepest condolences to your family and may he rest in the arms of our beloved
lord.
Godspeed,
Yves Carriere
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada

Yves Carriere - Ottawa - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I want to pay a tribute to one of the greatest thinkers of all time. His books and
conferences, not just educate us, formed us as leaders and better human beings. Dr.
Stephen R. Covey, rest in peace next to the Lord!

Dr. Carlos Andujar - Toa Alta, PR - None - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

It was with deep sadness that we read the news of Dr Stephen Covey's death. Our
condolences to Dr Covey's family, thank you for sharing your husband, father,
grandfather, great grandfather, and brother with the world.
Seven Habits and subsequent books have had a profound influence in our lives.
Regards
Anne and Raymond

Anne - Napier, New Zealand - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Ah too bad i never met Stephen R. Covey in person,but his books and lessons were
a true inspiration for my personal life.Of a truth he was my model,mentor,father not
minding d distance from uttah,USA to east south of Nigeria.Thanks for realising your
potentials so you could help others realise theirs.May your gentle soul rest in the
bossom of our Lord Jesus Christ.Amen Wealth Akpan LDS EAST SOUTH REGION
NIGERIA

wealth - Nigeria, UT - Beneficiary - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the Covey family.
It was on my 'bucket list' to meet Dr Covey having read all of his books and attending
a FranklinCovey session in the UK. Sadly not now to be. However, Dr Covey's work
has totally changed my life - particularly the 8th Habit. I use this also in work I do with
managers. I found my voice and are helping others to find theirs. Dr Covey you truly
have left a great legacy. God Bless.

Gerri Church - United Kingdom - Follower from the UK - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey was one of those people that has lived his life's mission and in turn
inspired others to live theirs. Often quoted, he gave us many reasons to desire to live
a life of higher purpose but also showed how we might accomplish this. His words,
his ideas, and his life are the legacy that will continue to inspire many for generations
and I am glad to have met him and learned from him. His inspiration has enabled me
to inspire others and his life and leadership has helped me to find my voice and to
help others to find theirs. My condolences to the family at this time of your loss. May
God continue to comfort and guide you.

Harvey Young - Pittsburgh, PA - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincere condolence to the family.
I met Stephen personally only once - at the Leadership symposium in Salt Lake City
around 10 years ago.
He was my mentor for the last 20 years since I read his books.
His teachings, ideas and his spirit will live on around the world.
Horst Prelog
Graz, Austria

Horst Prelog - Graz, Austria - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Estimada familia del Dr. Covey:
Escribo desde España para darles mi mas sincero pésame, y para darles las gracias
por lo mucho que el Dr. Covey ha hecho por tanta gente.
Sus enseñanzas cambiaron mi vida para bien, y ahora no hay dia en el que no
recuerde alguna de ellas en el trabajo, en casa, con los amigos...
Estoy seguro que en el dia de su funeral, cuando mire la gente que le acompañara,
se sentira satisfecho del legado que deja en toda la gente que le amo, y en tantos
otros que, como yo, le recordaran siempre, y le estaran eternamente agradecidos.
Por todo ello, gracias y un fuerte abrazo para todos
Ramon Goya

RAMON GOYA - Madrid - Spain - Follower - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Too bad I never met Stephen Covey in person, but his books and lessons were a true
inspiration for my personal life and career.
Thanks for following your heart, so you could touch the hearts of many.

Asha Vasconcellos-Badal - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked at Aspen Grove Family Camp in 1983 when I met Mr. Covey. I remember
him doing some muscle testing on me during a talk he gave to our staff. I was
impressed with his dynamic nature and healthly lifestyle. I was training for a triathlon
at the time and had recently met my future husband.
I gained more appreciation for Mr. Covey after reading several of his books. What
impressed me the most was his great example of integrity. What a wonderful gift to
the world and influence for good for so many this great man was.
My warmest wishes to his widow, children, grandchildren, and other family members.

Marianne Jackson - Des Moines, WA - acquaintance - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Recuerdo una vez que yo estaba a punto de tirar la toalla en una de las luchas
diarias de la vida y entonces vi un vídeo de Stephen Covey en el que decia que ser
proactivo significa que su vida es producto de sus valores y no de sus sentimientos,
lo que encendió en mi una gran chispa de pensamiento, me ayudo a comprender
que la motivación final debe venir de todos los grandes principios que he aprendido
siendo miembro de la Iglesia de Jesucristo de los Santos de los Últimos Dias,
quisiera rendirle un tributo, pero creo que el mejor tributo es superar cualquier
obstáculo que me impida practicar estos hábitos para desarrollar un carácter
genuino y servir mejor a mis semejantes.
Gracias Dr. Stephen R. Covey y a toda su familia.

Luis Hernández Navarrete - San Martin, San Salvador, El Salvador - student - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I read "Spiritual Roots of Human Relations" as well as "The Divine Center" many
times over the years, and my life has been significantly blessed as a result. I am
eternally grateful. I have read MANY of Stephen Covey's books but those two have
made the greatest impact on my life.
The first time I met him was while serving in the Ireland Dublin Mission in 1984. He
and his family were there for a vacation, which he spent giving firesides and teaching
missionaries from one end of Ireland to the other. I still have the notes I took from
those sessions, and have referenced them from time to time over the years.
Stephen Covey has made a positive impact on the lives of millions of people in all
walks of life, and from all faiths. We are all better people because of him. His
teachings and legacy will live on because his books will be used continually through
the ages by generations yet unborn.
I am grateful to him, and express my most sincere sympathy and condolences to his
wonderful family. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

Dave Bresnahan - Sandy, UT - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My heart and prayers go to the Covey family. Thank you for sharing your wonderful
Husband, Father, Grandfather with us. He was an inspiration to my family and truly
touched each one of us. God be with you.

Ashley Aly Bell - Richmond, TX - Inspired Friend - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was born in the Soviet Union and would probably choose a typical life of millions
BUT THANKS GOD I got as a gift "7 Habits". It changed my life. It was in 90s. There
were many things that took place because of "7 Habits". It was a different value
system that halped many people like myself after the collapse of the Soviet Union to
survive and moove on.
Your ideas, spirit will last for many years and many generations. Not only thanks to
your family but also because we, your devoted students in different parts of the world
will pass it to our kids and grandchildren....
Thank you!
Rest in peace!

Areta Beliakova - Kiev, Ukraine - student - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our Beloved President Covey came to Ireland and loved myriad people, including
rowdy teenagers into the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He and Sandra took me into their
home, their hearts and their beautiful "Redhill" when I was orphaned as a teenager.
Through their unconditional love, encouragement in the Gospel, support and caring
hearts I weathered a "personal Tsunami". He and Sandra steadied a frightened girl,
and saved a soul. I will be eternally grateful to them both for their love and
encouragement. Many, many people the world over have been influenced by his
books and his teachings. His love and influence are far reaching, as well as close to
home. He will be in my heart forever.

Molly BIrd - Orem, UT - forever friend - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

"“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." Matt. 5: 14-16
Stephen was truly a light for the world. I thank him for being such a wonderful light
and inspiration throughout my life.
Sandy in Ohio

Sandra Heer - Chillicothe, OH - Someone Touched by His Light - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for your wisdom and patience. I'm so fortunate to have had the chance to
meet you, more than once. You truly left e legacy.
Godspeed Stephen!

Charles Isaac - Cumberland, RI - Follower - July 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Family of Stephen: Please accept my humblest sympathy for the passing of
your "Papa". Although I never realized my desire of seeing Dr. Covey in person, I
enjoy his teachings and light humor on the videos that I present as part of the 7
Habits Fundamentals and Signature Courses. His teachings and books have been
so helpful to me in so many ways that I cannot even begin to tell you about them. I
know this world has lost a great man, husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather
and mentor. May God be with you to strengthen and carry you at this time if your
lives.

Veronica Fox-Ham - Cherry Point, NC - facilitator - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To the Covey Family,
Words cannot express my feelings about the Stephen, to me and my family he make
a difference that will never be totally understood. He gave me compassion and
kindness as I've never experienced in my life, and thereby blessing my children and
family.
I can't express the knowledge and application of striving for a quality of life in
becoming a Christ centered individual he has helped me attempt to live.
Thank you for sharing him with mankind in his legacy of teaching principles of Jesus
Christ, he is a man of God that I have come to know a friend.
Once time upon a very difficult time in my life, I spoke with Stephen on the phone
and as he spoke I can remember him reaching out to me much like my grandfather
did on the Navajo reservation as a child, I sensed he had a deep feeling for Native
people and keen understanding of our way of life.
In our conversation he said the following; there is power within us as children of God
—an energy that comes from the earth and the sun, from the lightning and the many
colors of the rainbow. There are a thousand paths you can take in your life. Yet, there
is only one right one…when you’re on the right path you will know it. At the time I
was struggling with what to do with my life after facing the greatest challenge of my
life, those words made all the difference.
Again, I know most of you don't know who I am, yet Stephen R. Covey helped the
Tom Ranger Family along with his nine children and currently six grandchildren to
know of the "right path", even the path of our Savior.
Sincerely,
Tom Ranger/Family

Tom Ranger - Window Rock, AZ - Friend - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to the Covey family I'm so glad and thankful for having the
opportunity to learn the ways of life by the teachings of Dr. Covey. I was only 19
when I was first touched by his teachings in "7 Habits of Highly Effective People",
and from that point on had a different prespective on life in general. Habit #1- Be
Proactive...what an awesome way to start the book. Stephen was truly an
inspirational man who will greatly be missed....

Laurie - Montclair, CA - Inspired Friend - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to the entire Covey family. He was a great professional influence on
me in my early days of growth in my human resources career. I have always carried
the "7 Habits" as the foundation of my work and then into my family. Thank you for
sharing him with the rest of the world and thank you Stephen for your contrbution to
the success of many of us.

gayle shanks - Garden Grove , CA - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Just read the notice from my Franklin Covey newsletter, and was truly saddened
about the news of such a great person, author, and inspirational leader. It's hard not
to be a fan of a principled man like Mr. Covey, and I enjoyed reading his books,
sharing discussions about his ideas, and watching him on countless interviews. He
was charismatic and very eloquent. He will be missed by many. Deepest sympathy to
his family, friends & relatives. May you all find strength & peace in the days to come.

Jeanne - St. Paul, MN - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

What a wonderful speaker, teacher, author, daddy, and husband. While we are a bit
selfish here on earth, we know he is in a better place and he has his wings on
already. He was a great example for us here on earth.

Cindy Coleman - Clinton, AR - Glad to call him a friend - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was one of the first missionaries called to the new Irish mission and will always
remember President Covey. He inspired me to be and do more to build the kingdom
in that great country. I will always be thankful for His influence in my life.
I would occasionally meet President Covey in the most unlikely places such as at
BYU, in West Yellowstone, on Cedar Mountain in Southern Utah or once at ZCMI. He
always knew me.
I was very sorrowful to hear of his death.
Elder Sherril Porter

Sherril B. Porter - Vernal, UT - Irish Missionary - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the privilege of going to a (secular) private school where his book was required
reading as a freshman. I consider Dr. Covey's "Seven Habits" book to be life
transforming. I think he transformed so many lives. I know from personal experience
he has transformed mine.
You will be missed, Dr. Covey. You are truly a great man - one of the giants of the
late 20th century in America.

Naphtali Zimmerman - Portland, OR - Admirer - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To the family of this wonderful man:
I just wanted to write a note to let you know what a difference your
husband/father/grandfather made in my life. Not only my professional life (that was
the reason I purchased my first copy of his "7 Habits" book) but also my personal and
spiritual life have benefitted from his wise advice. The number of copies of his "7
Habits" books that I have purchased as gifts for the special people in my life has only
been exceeded by the number of Bibles I have purchased. If I can say anything good
about him as a person, it is that he put some of the best of himself into his writings to
share with the world.
Thank you all so much for sharing him with me.
KM

Karen Maas - Berlin, WI - fan of his writings - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To the man of boundless energy, generous heart, and a special twinkle in his eye,
who cherished family and made those who worked for him feel a special part of it,
thank you. And to Sandra and the rest of his family, a special thank you for sharing
him with us. You are in my prayers...always, Mo

Maureen "Mo" Clear - Fairfax, VA - Former employee - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey is directly responsible for giving me the knowledge and wisdom to rise
above my life's circumstances and move to be a happy, healthy and successful
woman. I have watched how his words and wisdom have transformed so many
others lives. I am honored to share his teachings and his work.
Thank you for sharing your Dad. He was THE dad to me.
I could go on and on, but I will just say I am eternally grateful to have met and been
influenced by Dr. Stephen R. Covey.

Dr. Alice A. Johnson - Alexandria, IN - 7 H Facilitator - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Covey was a great teacher. i learned alot from his class "seven habits of effective
leaders". he was a well read man and a person that will be missed in not only our
church but the business and education world. he taugth me many great principles.

scott russell - north ogden, UT - student - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest thoughts and prayers are with Stephen's family, friends, associates and
all of us who has been touched by his grace.

Tami Anderson - Okotoks, Ab, Canada - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to the family for this loss. Thank you for your work, Stephen. Your
teachings make a huge difference in my life every single day. I will miss you.
Roman

Roman - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you, Covey family, for sharing your wonderful husband, father and grandfather
with the world. Dr. Covey has left a tremendously positive and long-lasting heritage
for the world with his wonderful written works. His trainings are some of the very best
that have every been developed and communicated to educators and business
people who want to create and maintain a principle-centered climate in their
organization. The 7 Habits were an inspiration to me and I have used Dr. Covey's
principles and strategies in my own life as well as sharing them with employees and
college students for many years. During my graduate ethics class on Tuesday night, I
presented some material on Habit 6: Synergize and then we shared articles from the
internet which stressed the importance of Dr. Covey's works and the many
contributions he has made to our society and the thought processes of leaders. We
will certainly miss hearing his passionate voice, but his passionate mission will
continue to be blessed by God. Thank you Dr. Covey, for your insights that have
helped all of us draw closer to God and serve our fellow man in a Godly manner. God
bless all of you as you go through this separation from your loving husband, father,
and grandfather. Gary Short, San Antonio, Texas

Gary Short - San Antonio, TX - Admirer and Fellow Educator - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Sandra and Family,
It was Stephen's love of life, his enthusiasm and his wonderfully positive attitude that
impressed us most. We felt it a privilege when he called us "my friends."
May peace and comfort, joy and hope be yours now and always.
Love, Bill and Chantal Thompson

Bill and Chantal Thompson - Spanish Fork, UT - friend - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember Dr. Covey very fondly and cherished the time I got to spend with him
through our travels with the Lessons In Leadership Programs we produced through
Wyncom.
He was infectious and I loved how he loved life, love his family (and talked of them
constantly) and loved the Lord. I was star-struck to be able to travel and work with
this amazing man. I couldn't believe he'd ask my opinion on a paragraph, or a
chapter title and he truly valued your responses.
I wasn't married at the time we worked together and he always was offering to find
me someone to settle down with ...and told me he'd even officiate at my
wedding....always stating..."you know I'm an ordained minister!" One time, prior to a
Leadership Program in some far-off city/land his pants were left on the jet and in a
panic (and in his boxer shorts) Dr. Covey found me and together we traced them
down. He did love to play practical jokes and he had a great sense of humor. We
were in Roanoke, Virgina one time and at dessert, following dinner, where he had
ordered a flaming Bananas Foster (he loved his sweets), the waiter accidentally set
himself on fire...and everyone at the table scrambled (including Dr. Covey) to
extinguish him. After assuring that the waiter was fine...he exclaimed "you might be
fine...but before you lit that dessert, I had a full head of hair!" Everyone laughed and
laughed...including the stunned watier. We travelled many cities and countries...and
I'll always cherish those memories, but mostly I'll cherish the friendship we forged.
He greatly influenced and inspired me and even sent me a note of congratulations
when I "finally" married my beautiful wife. I look forward to meeting you again one
day in our heavenly home! God bless you dear friend!

Jeff Willett - Lexington, KY - Friend via Wyncom - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Many years ago while I was attending BYU, I asked Dr. Covey for a reference for
graduate school. I had been mission companions with his son Sean. Dr. Covey
agreed, so I went up to his home and arrived a few minutes early. Sandra showed
me into the master bedroom where Dr. Covey was on the floor playing with toys with
his 3 or 4 year old son Joshua. Sandra explained that this was Steven's hour to be
with Joshua and that I could wait quietly until the top of the hour. Dr. Covey did not so
much as acknowledge my presence. for the remaining minutes, I watched a man
totally absorbed in his sons world, totally connected, and disconnected from the
outside world. I learned an amazing lesson, and left, with reference in hand, a new
person. Thank you Dr. Covey.

Don J Buehner - St. George, UT - friend - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I know you are grieving with the loss of Mr. Covey and my sympathies are extended
to you all during this difficult time. You are truly blessed to have such wonderful
memories of such a great man.

Becky Whitlock - Decatur, AL - Teacher who trained in the 7 Hab - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Though Stephen Covey and I met only once, very briefly, he had an immense impact
on my life that "made all the difference". We met briefly at a wedding reception,
where he told me that he had a very strong impression I should go on a mission. As
a woman in her middle twenties, looking for love and marriage, that was not a
welcome message. But, I took his heartfelt advice, was called immediately to France
and Switzerland. Had a wonderful mission, came home and married one of the hard
working missionaries who had served with me. Nine children and a wonderful life
with a great husband, and I think often fondly of that chance encounter. Stalwart
man, Stephen Covey, is now on to the other mission field where the work and
harvest are so much greater!

Jana Fowers - Farmington, UT - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Through the teachings of Dr. Covey, I have had the great opportunity to renew the 7
Habits for myself - each time I facilitated a group. His work and efforts will last for
generations to come.

Sherri L Allen - Cincinnati, OH - 7 Habits Facilitator - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I first learned about Stephen R. Covey through the 7 Habits of Highly Effective
People training facilitated by Joe Thomas at the Spanish Fork, Utah Trojan
Explosives Plant. I was the Safety Director and arranged to have the training
completed with management support.
The teachings have changed my life for the good and has served as a foundation for
my entire career's work in loss control for Liberty Mutual Insurance. I have read
almost all of his books and will definitely finish the rest. I have attended seminars and
listened to talks. Stephen had a way of teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
business terms like nobody else could.
I will continue to learn and share his message as long as I can because it is based
on true principles that will make a positive difference in people's lives. I have a
special place in my heart for Stephen R. Covey. He taught true principles, he lived
what he taught and he leaves one of the most compelling legacies of anyone who
has walked this earth. Best Wishes to the Family

Robert K. Gardner - Provo, UT - Student & Advocate of Teachings - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was saddened to learn of Stephen's passing yesterday. I feel so blessed to have
met with him a few times, studied his teachings and integrated them into my life, as
well as facilitated several of his workshops during the last decade of my career. I
believe I'm a better person -- indeed, that the world is a better place -- because of his
influence. May he rest in peace.

Suzanne White - Wimberley, TX - Protégé - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The world lost value when Stephen left us. Rest in peace, saintly soul.

Jim McNeely - Fort Leonard Wood, MO - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

A great light in the world has gone out. But Dr. Covey's life's work will illuminate and
improve the lives of untold generations to come...

Kent Hall - Dayton, OH - Global Owner P&G 7 Habits - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the great fortune of spending about five years on the lecture circuit as a
producer of the Lessons in Leadership Series when Dr. Covey was one of our
flagship speakers. We traveled all over North America together including Alaska,
Hawaii and Canada.
Once in Oklahoma City, I shared with my experience helping out with the relief effort
after the federal building bombing in 1995. He listened intently as he always did
(Habit #5) and actually incorporated part of my story into his speech.
We were doing a seminar in Columbus on September 11th and I'm actually the one
who told him about the attacks. We were on our first break of the morning and I saw
video footage of the planes hitting the World Trade Center on TVs in the lobby, but
Stephen had not. When I told him about New York City, he didn't understand the
magnitude of the situation. I explained that this was worst than Oklahoma City and
we had to cancel the show.
He countered and said that "No, that is what the terrorists want - to disrupt our lives.
The best response we can have is to keep going." I thought he was crazy and frankly
upset that he felt his speech was more important than a national tragedy.
When the break ended, some in the audience had left and a rep from the sponsor
took to the mic and shared what news was available at that time. Dr. Covey stood on
stage and explained why we should keep going. The people who remained in the
audience applauded.
Since I traveled for a living, my family didn't know where I was or if I was flying that
day and my pager was blowing up. The office called and told us this leg of the tour
was over and to come home. And there was Dr. Covey on stage being a teacher.
After a few weeks passed and the tour resumed, I talked to him about that situation. I
slowly realized he was right. I was overcome with emotion on that day and he was
thinking big picture - that's leadership. For those of us in Columbus that day, the
terrorists failed.

Jacob Zimmer - Louisville, KY - Colleague - July 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My personal and professional life has been blessed by the example and principles
emulated by Stephen Covey. I am grateful for his commitment to the betterment of
his community, family, friends and business associates. Thank you for sharing your
passion for teaching and for "letting your light shine" for all to see.

MG Peterson - Tempe, AZ - July 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you to all of the Covey family who shared Stephen with us over the years. I
just know that I am different because of his work and his example in living it. There
are many of us who got an opportunity to meet him, be around him, and engage with
him in enabling people everywhere to experience greatness in their lives by aligning
with the principles that govern all creations known and unknown. There are many,
many more who wish they could have. May God continue to bless you and keep you
all.
I am forever grateful that the great plan of happiness on this earth included a little
Stephen along the way.

E. Brent Chesney - Stillwater, OK - One of the millions he touched - July 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

