Stephen Edward Robinson
May 23, 1947 - June 17, 2018

Stephen Edward Robinson passed away in his sleep early Sunday, June 17, 2018. He
died at home.
Steve was a beloved husband, father, grandfather, teacher and friend. He was a lover of
truth, literature and beauty and was always most at home in the mountains. He was born
May 23, 1947 to Edward Brown and Myrtle Anna (Egan) Robinson in Los Angeles,
California.
Steve was a powerful and passionate defender of the Lord Jesus Christ throughout his
life. A life-long member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Steve served
in the Northern States Mission from 1966 to 1968. He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in
English Literature and Philosophy from Brigham Young University. During his Master’s
studies at BYU he met and married the love of his life, Janet Bowen, and together they
had six children. Steve earned a PhD in Biblical Studies from Duke University, and taught
religion at several Eastern US schools, including Hampden-Sydney College and Lycoming
College. He became the first LDS scholar tenured in religion at a non-LDS school. In
1986, Steve began teaching religion at BYU, where he remained until his retirement,
serving six years as the Department Chair of Ancient Scripture.
Steve loved teaching. He was really good at it. He had a gift for recognizing and
illuminating truth. He especially rejoiced in the simplicity of the Savior’s message, and
loved helping people translate that message into a language that they could understand.
Thousands of students and readers have been uplifted and influenced by Steve’s unique
perspectives and insights into scripture and Gospel principles.
Steve is the author of numerous books as well as academic and devotional articles. He is
perhaps best known among Latter Day Saints for Believing Christ: The Parable of the
Bicycle and Other Good News, a ground-breaking work on the subject of grace and the
atonement of Jesus Christ. Special thanks to those translators who have helped put this
into various languages, inspiring many worldwide.

Steve is survived by his wife, Janet; their six children, Sarah (Chris) Eddy, Becky (Brian)
Thomas, Emily (Ryan) Pattee, Mike (Heidi) Robinson, Mary (Paul) Lamas, and Leah
Robinson; his sisters Lynda (Dennis) Blair and Karen (Jim) Stoddard: his brother, Reid
(Candee) Robinson; and 18 grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his parents and
beloved sister Sandra. We are sure there was a joyous reunion on the other side when he
arrived.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, June 22, 2018 at the Grandview 17th
Ward Chapel, 1122 Grand Ave., Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary of
Provo, 185 E. Center Street, Thursday, June 21 from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the church Friday
from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Larkin Sunset Gardens, 1950 East
10600 South, Sandy, Utah. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the LDS Church
Humanitarian fund, https://www.ldsphilanthropies.org/humanitarian-services. Condolences
may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

I’m writing this as I listen to Bro Robinson’s voice by means of YouTube. I periodically
Google his name to check for new articles, books, or talks. It was great sadness
today to learn of his passing. This man changed my life years before we met, very
briefly, after a talk he gave at a BYU women’s conference. Reading Believing Christ
was critical in my return to spiritual health. His example in talking about depression
helped me keep going through some tough years of struggle with mental health.
I can’t describe the depth of appreciation and love I feel for him. I have prayed for
him by name for many years and will continue to pray for his family. As sad as it is to
have him gone I can only imagine his reunion with the Savior he knew so well!
~one of many grateful “believers”

Wendy - February 25, 2019 at 04:48 PM

“

Thank you for your sweet words, Wendy. We appreciate knowing that Dad’s contributions
to the kingdom continue on this side of the veil in addition to the work he’s undoubtedly
doing on the other side. We appreciate your prayers and will return the favor.
Becky Thomas - December 10, 2019 at 08:36 AM

“

Dear Janet,
We were shocked and saddened to learn of Steve's passing. Memories came
flooding back of those wonderful years at Duke University when we were all
struggling students and having babies. What fun it was and it created life-long
friendships even if we seldom saw each other after graduation. Steve's great wisdom
and gospel insight was a great blessing in our lives. A few of his teachings truly
changed our lives for the better. He will be missed and never be forgotten. But he
would not have been such a good man without you at his side. Your sweetness and
faith was always an example to us. May the Lord bless you with peace at this difficult
time and throughout the coming years and may your memories of Steve be sweet
and comforting. Much love to you and your family.
Bill and Ellen Meaders

Ellen J Meaders - June 25, 2018 at 11:00 AM

“

Dear Janet,
I was deeply saddened to hear of Steve's passing. We shared a ton of experiences
as room mates at the Continental apartments as Blaine said. He kept us on the edge
of excitement, danger and sometime propriety which made him so cherished as a
friend. Those years are filled with great and positive memories for me. I look back

often with great fondness. His contribution to the church and gospel are
immeasurable. I've never met a more gifted teacher and his influence will continue to
permeate the lives of those he touched with his talents for all their lives. He gave me
a copy of most of his books which I cherish. My heartfelt condolences to you and all
your family. He left us too soon, but his mark on us all is an eternal one.
Steve Crump
Steve Crump - June 23, 2018 at 12:33 PM

“

Steve and I were best friends during our school years growing up in La Crescenta &
Glendale CA. My memories of Steve and the Robinson family are permanently
stamped in me. Beyond the usual rites of football, girls (sorry Janet!), schoolwork,
many crazy fishing trips and just hanging out, Steve and I had an intellectual
connection that lasted a lifetime even though we were lead in different directions. I
was fortunate enough to get to spend an evening with him last November at sister
Karen's, and as it turns out it was the last time....but it reaffirmed the connection I
knew we always had. Miss you buddy...
Dave Thomas
Villa Park CA

David Thomas - June 23, 2018 at 09:30 AM

“

Dave,
Your friendship is legendary!

Thank you so much for sharing your memories and

especially this photo!! What a treasure. God bless you!
Becky Thomas - December 10, 2019 at 08:39 AM

“

Some years ago at BYU Summer School, Bro Robinson spoke to our California
North Area CES Institute directors. Without the slightest hubris and with conspicuous
humility he told how several members of the Twelve had contacted him following his
"Believing Christ" address at BYU to say how grateful they were for the illuminating
clarity his talk provided about the Atonement. This confirmed my view that the talk
[and later book] is an absolute masterpiece on the subject. Blessings to his family at
this tender time.
Dale C. Mouritsen
Sunnyvale, California

Dale C Mouritsen - June 22, 2018 at 06:28 PM

“

Two of my best summers were as a graduate student sitting at Brother Robinson’s feet in
his office learning about early Christianity. The discussions were so educational and
uplifting. I still share much of what I learned whenever I have an opportunity to teach the
gospel. He will be greatly missed. God bless his family during this time. Rob Hunt Park City,
UT
Rob Hunt - June 24, 2018 at 11:03 AM

“

Dear Janet,
I have many good memories of Steve and the other roommates at continental
apartments at BYU. The photo of us dressed as Butch Cassidy and the Sundance
Kid gang is a fun reminder of our college days.
I appreciated that Steve took time to come to my home while I was recovering from
my shattered hip a couple of years ago. We had a very pleasant visit as we renewed
and built on our relationship.

I extend my sympathy to you and your family.
Love,
Blaine Gunther
blaine gunther - June 22, 2018 at 02:25 PM

“

Dear Janet, Girls and Mike,
The Robinson family had a great effect on the Lunds. My boys enjoyed the
friendship, with the girls, Mike and I I loved Steve's "discussions," and I even
tolerated when he said in class that I was his "troublemaker.". I always wanted to
KNOW, and in his frustration Steve would put up with my disagreements, my
thoughts, and call me his friend. He even said he'd talk at my funeral. How can this
be? He's gone and I'm still here. Steve, you have influenced many for good, including
me. You weren't always even your own best self, but always yourself. That is
admirable! All you Robinsons, know you have a place in my heart and in my memory.
Thanks for being a part of my life! Janet, so many memories as a VT---wonder how
we'd do as Ministering Angels? :) Love you ALL! Maria (and Mike) Lund

Maria Lund - June 21, 2018 at 11:50 PM

“

It has been a lot of years since our Robinson families gathered together. I have fond
memories of time spent at Uncle Ed & Aunt Murts home. I remember when they went
over to Hawai'i to visit my mom and dad, Owen & Louise, while serving as the Mom
& Pop to the Labor Mission boys. I also attended a lecture series where Stephen
spoke & I had a chance to say hello. My love to all the family. Your cousin, Nan R.
Curtis-Rowe

Nan Robinson Curtis-Rowe - June 21, 2018 at 11:41 PM

“

Stephen E Robinson was the most influential teacher of my early adulthood. He
changed the way I saw the scriptures, prophets, the church and it's doctrine, and
most importantly, the atonement of Jesus Christ. I loved his animated teaching style
and the way he would challenge the way I think in a positive, healthy, uplifting way.
Through his passion and incredible knowledge and understanding, dead prophets
came alive and Christ's teaching became directly applicable to me in a very
meaningful way. I took every class he taught at BYU and many times he was kind
enough to sit in his office with me for an hour or so and answer all my questions,
even after I had graduated. I treasured those conversations. He was the first person
to help me understand my depression in a healthy way within the context of my
religion, and he gave me so much perspective on life and what is really important
and what I learned has remained impactful throughout my life. I am forever grateful
for his willingness to continue to teach for years through several health challenges,
and for his mentorship that I will continue to enjoy through his many books. I have
passed on what I learned from Brother Robinson to so many and will continue to do
so in the opportunities I have to teach the Good News. There are few people that I
can say dramatically changed me, but Brother Robinson is one of them. Love and
prayers to his family.
Allison Shields

Allison Shields - June 21, 2018 at 08:20 PM

“

Many years ago, Stephen Robinson gave a "Know Your Religion" talk in Fairbanks,
Alaska. He wasn't feeling well that evening, but gave his presentation anyway.
I'm so glad he did. It was the first time I had ever heard the doctrine of Grace
explained.
It was life changing for me. For many years I have wanted to thank him but wasn't
sure how to go about it. I'm sad that I procrastinated telling him how much I've
appreciated his talk and his books.
At the very least I can tell his family what an impact he had on my life and on the
Church.

Thank you, Brother Robinson! My prayers will be with your family during this difficult
time.
Sincerely,
Jan Lougee
Jan Lougee - June 21, 2018 at 01:29 PM

“

“

Thank you, Jan. We appreciate your message so much. God bless you!
Becky Thomas - December 10, 2019 at 08:48 AM

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of Stephen Edward
Robinson.

June 21, 2018 at 10:54 AM

“

Janet, Nick and I send our love and condolences to you. Hang in there and
remember the good parts.

Mary Ryan - June 21, 2018 at 10:33 AM

“

Janet,
It is such a treasure to have been taught by Steve when I had just found the Gospel.
As tears well up today I can see us all in the basement of the Divinity School at
Duke, just a handful of students. He truly helped form my understanding of the
Gospel, I am so very grateful!
Prayers for you and your family,
With love,
Lori Upright Smith

Lori U Smith - June 21, 2018 at 08:42 AM

“

The thing we love most about Steve, is HE kept it real...and knew how to laugh at
himself, and everyone else who warranted it.
Loved his Gospel Doctrine classes, and how he would always throw in his personal
experiences to make learning relatable.
There is a blessing in every challenge...our soul knows what to do to heal itself. The
challenge is to silence our mind. He is part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed, and
his future is secure.
He raised a righteous family, adored his beloved wife...and he will be missed.
Our love to ALL of the Robinsons, who managed to make us feel cherished in spite
of ourselves.
LeGrand & Jamie Ellison

Jamie - June 20, 2018 at 07:31 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Stephen Edward Robinson.

June 20, 2018 at 06:07 PM

“

Carol Halladay purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family of Stephen Edward
Robinson.

Carol Halladay - June 20, 2018 at 05:21 PM

“

Many Memories of Steve. Most are of gospel discussions - talking about the
concepts in "Believing Christ". I learned so much from him, from his writings and his
presentations. They brought insight and light to my family and to many of my friends.
He and Janet are dear to me. My love, and sympathy and prayers to Janet and

Michael and the girls. You have a special place in my heart. Love, Lois Nelson
Lois A Nelson - June 20, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

Jennifer, Colette, Mark, Chad, Kirk, Tyler, Mark.. purchased the Lovely One
Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of Stephen Edward Robinson.

Jennifer, Colette, Mark, Chad, Kirk, Tyler, Mark.. - June 20, 2018 at 02:00 PM

“

Your Friends at Sadler Gibb & Associates purchased the Vivid Recollections for the
family of Stephen Edward Robinson.

Your Friends at Sadler Gibb & Associates - June 20, 2018 at 01:38 PM

“

Martin & Charlotte, Ken & Sandy, Vance & Paula purchased the Heavenly Grace
Spray for the family of Stephen Edward Robinson.

Martin & Charlotte, Ken & Sandy, Vance & Paula - June 20, 2018 at 01:10 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Stephen Edward
Robinson.

June 19, 2018 at 10:50 PM

“

Dear Janet and family, I want to express my condolences to you at Steve's passing,
as well as my conviction that Steve was grandly greeted as he entered the spirit
world. As I said in an email I wrote to our BYU Ancient Scripture faculty members
informing them of Steve's passing, "On a personal note, Steve was our Ancient
Scripture department chair when I was hired, and he was a mentor to me in many
ways. If you know Steve, you know he was one of a kind! I have always appreciated
his candor and his humor, and valued our relationship. He had a major impact on our
department, on BYU’s efforts with interfaith relations, and on many Church member’s
lives with his publications, perhaps most notably Believing Christ." Steve loved
Ancient Scripture and our mission. He has left a lasting legacy. May the Lord bless
you all with comfort and strength at this time of transition. Dana M. Pike

Dana Pike - June 19, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

PCSD Elementary School Principals and Friends purchased the Beautiful Dreams for
the family of Stephen Edward Robinson.

PCSD Elementary School Principals and Friends - June 19, 2018 at 09:55 AM

