Tawna Smith
July 12, 1956 - March 22, 2012

Tawna Clyde Smith was born July 12, 1956 in Landstuhl, Rheinpfalz, Germany, where her
father was serving in the military. She passed away, surrounded by her family, in her home
in Provo, Utah on March 22, 2012 at the age of 55 after a prolonged illness. As with
everything she encountered in her life, she gracefully embraced the challenge of her
illness with tenacity, self-reliance, courage, and faith.
Tawna was the oldest of three children born to Norman D. and Phyllis Winkler Clyde. She
was married to Douglas R. Smith on June 15, 1977 in the Salt Lake City Temple.
Tawna attended public schools in Springville, graduating from Springville High School,
where she served as student body secretary, and then graduated from BYU with an
Associate's Degree in Nursing. She worked as a registered nurse at the Orange County
Hospital in Anaheim, California supporting her husband while he finished medical school.
In later years she worked as an office manager of a medical practice and served on the
board of directors for Geneva Rock Products and Clyde Companies Inc. She was also the
president of Cardiovascular Dynamics.
Throughout her life, Tawna exemplified Christian charity and displayed a commitment to
service. She was above all a devoted wife and mother. In addition to this work, she was
active in her community and church. She worked in the PTA for her children's schools
including serving terms as president of both the Rock Canyon Elementary and Timpview
High School PTA. She was a true soccer mom and supported her children in their many
activities.
She was an active and faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
her entire life. In the church, she served twice as a Relief Society President, and was also
a teacher, Primary President, counselor in the Young Women Presidency, and counselor
in the Stake Primary Presidency. Tawna enjoyed gardening, cooking, traveling, reading
and book club, walking with her friends, and skiing with her family. She completed two
marathons and several half marathons. She loved God and her family and often said,

"Family is everything to me".
She is survived by her husband Douglas and their five children and their spouses: Phillip
(Nicole) Smith, Matthew (Mitra) Smith, Andrew (Analyn) Smith, Rachel (Ryan) Dunlop,
and Anna (Michael) Simons, and her four grandchildren Victoria, Henry, Eamon and
Asher; as well as by her parents, Norman and Phyllis Clyde, and siblings and their
spouses, Cheryl (Rick) DuBose, and Lance (Heather) Clyde.
Tawna's family would like to extend their many thanks to all the wonderful nurses, aids and
team members from both Aspen Home Health and IHC Hospice, Dr. Jeffrey Groves, Dr.
John Staheli, Dr. Norman Foster (U of U), and Dr. Keith Josephs (Mayo Clinic Rochester,
Minnesota). The family would also like to thank Tawna's many friends for their service and
support.
Friends are invited to visit the Berg Mortuary at 185 East Center Street in Provo on
Thursday, March 29, 2012 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 p.m. A funeral service will be held at the
LDS Edgemont South Stake Center at 2950 North Canyon Road in Provo at 11:00 a.m. on
Friday, March 30, 2012. Friends may also visit with the family from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45
a.m. before the service begins. The interment will follow at the Springville Evergreen
Cemetery, 1997 South 400 East, Springville, Utah.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Tawna's name to the CurePSP foundation at
https://give.psp.org.
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Comments

“

This message is especially for Tawna's parents and family. I was reading through my
BYU alumni magazine and came upon the notice of Tawna's death. I would like to
express my love and sorrow to all of you for having to lose your daughter, wife,
mother, and grandmother so early in this life. I do know that she will be mindful of all
of you and do all she can to help her posterity from the other side of the veil.
I haven't seen Tawna since high school, but I know she lived a good life and
influenced many for the good.
To Norman and Phyllis (who are responsible for my husband and I getting together). I
just want you to know that we have weathered some hard times, but we have a more
solid relationship now than we ever have. We have learned so much from each other
and have come to realize that it was all meant to be. Each struggle teaches us
something. We hope you and your family will continue to find peace and comfort in
your knowledge of the plan. We love you.
love, Ben and Michele Casper

Michele Allred Casper - Basin City, WA - Friend - July 29, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Brother Smith & Family,
I just wanted to let you know how very sorry I am for your loss. Tawna was so nice.
She was always so friendly and just a very giving person. Always upbeat and smiling.
She was such a good friend to my mom. I know she will be greatly missed.
Love, Molly (Arleigh's daughter)

Molly (Heagany) Weight - Orem, UT - March 31, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Tawna brought warmth and light to our lives, and we miss her! My prayers are with
your family.

Jane Bryner - Provo, UT - friend - March 30, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I have know Tawna since we were little girls. What a sweet, kind and smart person
she is. She could ski like a pro and was always physically fit. My heart aches for her
family as these days slowly go by. You are all in my heart and prayers.

Brenda Condie Bales - Springville , UT - friend - March 29, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Ironic how it takes a shock like the passing of Tawna to foster such wonderful and
meaningful memories. My thoughts and prayers of comfort go out to Norman and
Phyllis and their family and to Doug and his family. I was fortunate to know Tawna for
many of my growing up years as a neighbor, ward member, friend and classmate. I
cannot list all of the wonderful talents Tawna displayed. We had a lot of private talks
about personal things and she always gave sage advice. The remarkable thing I
remember most was how intellegent Tawna was. I would have never made it out of
Drollingers biology class without her help. (Those who were there know what I
mean.) I am sure that was a very minor example of how selfless and giving she was.
May God comfort those who are morning and remind us of his glorious plan. Thanks
Tawna! Kevin

Kevin D. Tipton - St. George, UT - Classmate; neighbor and close fr - March 29, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Love and prayers to the Smith family. Tawna was a special friend we knew and loved
when we lived in the 5th ward and after we moved as wll. May God bless all of you at
her passing. She will be missed.
the Ron and Shirley Morris family

Shirley Morris - Provo, UT - friend - March 29, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our greatest love and sympathy to Doug, their children, Uncle Norman & Aunt
Phyllis, Cheryl, and Lance at this difficult time. Oh how I loved Tawna! We had a
special bond as we both felt we had many of our Grandmother Clyde's traits and we
would often talk about that. Tawna was a grand lady in every way and I'm so grateful
for her example of love, faith, hope, charity, service, truth, and courage. Thank you
Tawna!

Corinne Clyde and Stephen J. Sorenson - Russia Moscow Mission - Cousin - March 28, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Tawna was a wonderful lady. She was so full of energy and enthusiasm. I am deeply
saddened by her passing. My heart goes out to Doug, their children and her parents.
She will be sorely missed.

Jane Sowards Jensen - Ivins, UT - March 28, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so very sorry to hear of the loss of Tawna, she was such a special person, and
an inspiration to all of us in living and learning from the many trials that life
sometimes sends our way. It was great to see her at our High School Reunion, she
had such a special spirit and she will be truly missed. Our lives have been greatly
enriched from just having know her. My thoughts and prayers are with all of her
family at this time and the days ahead.
Sincerely,
Jo(Weight)McCandless

Jo McCandless - Riverton, UT - March 26, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was privileged to take care of Tawna the past 6 months before she passed away.
The first few times I came, we walked several half hour or 45 minute walks, and
slowly I saw her abilities decrease, physically, but I was always very aware she could
hear and understand everything said. I always tried to treat her with respect and
caring, the way I would have wanted to be treated. I feel so blessed to have known
and served such a great lady. There were moments I cried as I realized how hard this
had to be for her, and how if the situation were reversed, how would I ever deal with
such a blow. There were moments I saw tears from her, as she realized how much
she was losing, her world, her husband, her kids, and how rich and full her life had
always been. Especially when Lance's wife came to visit, I think she remembered all
their fun times together, and it was sad for her to be deprived of that. But she was so
stoic and brave. I admired her husband's devoted love clear to the very end. He
always made her feel beautiful and very much loved. I know that when Tawna sees
me again, she will hug me and we will be friends, and I will hear her voice for the first
time. We will be eternal friends. I always admired her many friends and how devoted
they were to come faithfully week after week. She must have been totally amazing
for that kind of response. I admired Analyn and all she did for Tawna and the family
day after day. I admired her parents for visiting her nearly daily./ Tawna, thank you for
the privilege I had of knowing you. Love, Marilyn

Marilyn Stancliff - caregiverk - March 26, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am Tawna's cousin, Clarese. Uncle Norman and my dad, Grant, were brothers. I
grew up early on living next door to Tawna. We were so close, almost like sisters. So
many memories of us as little girls. Tawna was always so happy and fun. We had
many cousins, but we were like glue at the family parties. I last saw her at a family
reunion several years ago before she got sick. Still the same Tawna. That is how I
want to remember her. I will miss her so much. Please know that my thoughts and
prayers are with you.
Sincerely,
Clarese Clyde Strout

Clarese Clyde Strout - Salt Lake City, UT - cousin - March 26, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Tawna and Marva Cox Merrill were very close childhood friends. Marva died six
years ago. We are certain their reunion on the other side is very sweet.
Our deepest sympathy to Doug and the entire Smith and Clyde family on this tragic
loss.

Roger Merrill and Family - Provo, UT - Friend - March 26, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

When we were talking about Tawna, Earl and I both agreed that we had such good
memories of the four of you "taking" us to Mount Vernon. For us it was such a special
day that we will remember always.
We love your family. Earl and Elaine Fry

Elaine Fry - Helsinki, Finland, UT - Friend - March 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our contact with the Clyde and Smith families has been very special to us through
the years. Though we are family, we also consider them good friends.
Tawna's abilities to understand complex concepts of business, being a knowledgable
team member, and her interest and insights of those around her, made serving as a
Board of Director one of the highlights of our years together.
Our sincere sympathies to Doug, her children and grandchildren, and Norman and
Phyllis, her loving parents.
We find comfort in the eternal laws and principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
we are sure you will feel His love at this time.

David and Becky Cook - Moscow Russia - David's 2nd cousin - March 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our friendships with Tawna began when we were all so very young. Brent and I owe
Tawna for introducing us and encouraging our relationship. We will always cherish
the years of love and experiences that we have shared with Tawna and Doug. You
have worked hard and have created a beautiful, eternal family. We will miss Tawna
very much. We are grateful for the gospel that comforts us. All our hearts and love go
to your family.

Brent and Kay Sumsion - Mapleton, UT - Friend - March 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I really looked up to Tawna. She was an amazing, talented woman. She was always
involved with the schools and the community and was such a great example to me.
She is a beautiful person and has left her mark in our hearts and in the community.
My thoughts and prayer are with your family.

Karen Murray - Provo, UT - March 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our hearts are broken for your family. Tawna was an example in every way. We loved
visiting with her and have fond (and humorous) stories of our times together in
Springville. Her children are such a strong and amazing legacy to Doug and Tawna.
May you find comfort in her peace at last.

Wilford and Natalie Clyde - March 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

