Ted Collins Hindmarsh
May 9, 1940 - October 6, 2020

Ted Collins Hindmarsh was born May 9, 1940 in Provo, Utah to Vivian Collins Hindmarsh
and Fern Johnson. Ted grew up in Provo and graduated from Provo High School, where
his love for journalism and writing began as editor of the school paper. He also served as
president of the seminary council. He graduated from Brigham Young University with BS
and MA degrees. Ted married Shirlene Rasmussen May 20, 1960.
Ted was active in scouting most of his life. He was an Eagle Scout, scout master several
times, and recipient of the Silver Beaver Award. His entire 40-year career was spent at
BYU in administration and as an adjunct faculty member teaching in the College of
Communications. Ted served in numerous church callings throughout his life including
high councilor, bishop (twice), and counselor in a BYU stake presidency. Ted and Shirlene
served as Nauvoo Temple missionaries in 2011, and he spent 12 years as a worker in the
Provo Temple.
Ted and Shirlene created and maintained a beautiful yard and grow box garden. He loved
building and was skilled in woodworking. He was gifted with words and writing was his
passion. He authored six published books, several short stories, and countless verses and
poems.
Ted is survived by his devoted wife, Shirlene; his five children, Shaunna (James) George
of Provo, Teri (Rich) Stucky of Heber, Todd of Provo, Scott (Simone) of Orem, Tom (Greta)
of Vineyard; a sister, Mary Barrus. He is known affectionately as Gramps to his 20
grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, attendance will be limited. Masks and social distancing
required at all services. Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Monday, October 12,
2020 at the Grandview South Stake Center, 1122 Grand Avenue, Provo, Utah. Friends
may call at the Berg Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Provo, Utah on Sunday,
October 11 from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the church Monday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to
services. Interment, Eastlawn Memorial Hills.

You are invited to access the live stream of services here:
http://mywebcast.churchofjesuschrist.org/56223.
Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

I was fortunate to have worked with Ted on his BYU Independent Study course years
ago. He took the time on one of his visits to the Harmon Building to share some of
his experiences in hosting the group working on the BYU Jerusalem Center when
they came from Israel to Utah. I have remembered Ted's kind spirit and the faithpromoting stories he told from that experience. It made my own visit to the Jerusalem
Center years later much more meaningful.

OraLyn Moran - January 17 at 02:16 PM

“

I had the pleasure of being one of his students in the early 1990s at BYU. His
instruction has stayed with me in positive ways over the years. I really appreciate
having taken his class. Sorry to hear about his passing. May the Spirit attend you in
your loss.

Chris Cummings - December 13, 2020 at 08:41 AM

“

Dear Shirlene,
I received your Christmas card today and learned the sad news that Ted passed
away in October. I shed tears when I read your sweet note. I can't even imagine how
lonely you must be without him. He was one of the best men I have ever known. Our
years working together at BYU have always been a treasured memory to me and
always will be. He was so very kind to everyone he meet. I never heard him utter a
cross word to anyone and about anyone. He was truly Christ like. My only regret is
that I didn't get to see him one more time to tell him how much I admire him and
appreciate his wonderful example. I offer my belated condolences to you and your
family.
Love,
Sharlene Palmer

Sharlene Palmer - December 10, 2020 at 05:07 PM

“

Shirlene,
We send our love and comfort to you losing your wonderful companion. We hold
dear our special memories serving with you both in Nauvoo as temple missionaries.
We have enjoyed his books and poems he shared with us, he is so talented and very
generous to share with others. May you feel peace and comfort from our Savior
Jesus Christ.
With love, Ron and Maria Robb

Maria Robb - October 14, 2020 at 05:12 PM

“

Ted was my best boss ever, and my dear, dear friend, although I haven't seen him in
30 years. He has often been in my thoughts, and like so many others, rereading his
Christmas stories is an annual tradition, along with another short story he wrote for
Shirlene, but shared with me, The Valentine's Day Turtle. He was my role model for
so long, of how to be Christ-like in every circumstance. He taught me how to see the
beauty and joy in everyone, and every day. He is a forever friend, until we meet
again. He used to say, I came in late, so I am going to make up for it by leaving early.
Good bye, Ted. You left early.

Jill Sorenson - October 13, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

Shirlene
We were sorry to hear of Ted's stepping through the veil. We thank both you and Ted
for the wonderful memories of Nauvoo. Please know we love you both. Thanks for
being wonderful friends and examples. You were examples of people who love the
Lord and each other Our prayers are with you and your family.
Glen and Kathy Jenson

Glen Jenson - October 12, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

I did not know Ted or his family, but my husband and I have read "Cracked Wheat for
Christmas" every year for many, many years. It is one of our favorite Christmas
books. I am sorry for your loss.

Betty Lemley - October 12, 2020 at 03:13 PM

“

This is the same for our family, my dad, who passed away in 2003, loved this book and
would read it aloud to all of us kids usually on Christmas eve. We just got our own copy
delivered today to continue this tradition in my own family. I just happened to look Ted up
and found that he had just recently passed, I just wanted to mention that his work had an
impact on our family.
Randy - November 23, 2020 at 06:09 PM

“

Best boss ever! Whenever I have run into a work problem or conflict, I ask myself
“what would Ted do?“ Then I do what I think he would, and it turns out all right. He
truly lead our department by example. Whether it was a standing up for me when I
made a $12,000 spelling error or gently correcting me when my designer attitude got
a bit snooty, he always Did so with love and integrity. The one and only time I knew
him to make a work related mistake, he was very quick to apologize and try to make
it right.It isn’t Christmas until I put up my cartridge in a bare tree. He was always
more than a boss. Much love to Shirlene and the family.

Lori Johnson Parker - October 12, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

Ted, Mom has so many wonderful memories of you and Shirlene.You guys were a
big support for Mom and Dad and they loved you dearly. We loved getting the
Christmas letters with Ted's prolific writings.Your story telling was the best!!! The last
memory of Ted was just before we moved to Colorado and you guys came to visit.
My daughter Nycole was there as well. Ted was so kind and wonderful helping
Nycole with her writings and sharing his writers techniques. What a special visit and
one we'll remember forever. Thank you for being such a special part of our lives ...
We love you!!! Venez, Brenda and family

Brenda Cropper - October 12, 2020 at 10:51 AM

“

The Lord's sweetest blessings to you, Shirlene. What wonderful times we shared in
Nauvoo and working with you and Ted for the reunion. What a loving couple you are!
We love our association with you. Ted will surely be missed.
Love, Tom and Marilyn Rose

Marilyn Rose - October 11, 2020 at 10:27 PM

“

Ted Hindmarsh was my Scoutmaster in the Provo Park ward. We had some great
times and I was well prepared to work toward my Eagle. I have fond, old memories
from back that and was saddened to hear of his graduation. That is what death is,
just graduating from earth school and moving on to the next school. I am go grateful
for the memories and lessons I learned as a young man from faithful brethren like
Ted. I know the peace that surpassed his all understanding is there in abundance
from the ultimate source. Know that the Hindmarsh family is in my thoughts and
prayers. Scott Miller

Scott Miller - October 11, 2020 at 10:15 PM

“

Dear Shirlene and children,
We were saddened to learn of the passing of one of the Lord's finest servants. It was
a joy to serve as bishops together in Grandview and an extra bonus to serve together
with both of you in the Nauvoo Temple. We will miss Ted's cheerful countenance and
ebullient spirit but the warmth of memories with him will comfort us at this tender time
of parting. Our condolences, love and prayers are with you.
Spence and Dorothea Condie

Dorothea S Condie - October 11, 2020 at 09:28 PM

“

Janet, my older sister was born second in the cousins on the Johnson side.
Janet told me that when she was born Beth and Bud paid Vic and Fern a visit to
show their brand new baby. Ted was about 3 years old at the time, and they let him
hold baby Janet. When it was time for them to leave Ted was disappointed because
he thought that they let him hold her so he could keep her. So he put up a bit of
resistance when they tried to take her.
I was born at least 100 years later (LOL) and I remember Ted as my sweet older
cousin.
I was enough older than Ted and Shirlenes kids that I was called onto baby them sit
on occasion. Good times.
Rest in Peace Ted.

Dorothy Johnson - October 11, 2020 at 07:44 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Ted Collins Hindmarsh.

October 11, 2020 at 06:14 PM

“

Not being brought up with the gospel in My own home, Ted and Shirlene became my
spiritual parents. I watched them to know how to best live the gospel and how to
have a gospel centered home. Their examples have been quiet, honest, and
constant, without pressure or judgment. Ted baptized me when I was 8 years old. He
recommended me for a job when I was in college. He shared his testimony through
always loving me, his quiet example, and his faith filled stories. He will be greatly
missed.
I will love and miss you Ted! Kerri
Eric & My kids all want you and your family know how much you are all in our hearts
and prayers.

Kerri Hundley - October 11, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

Shirlene and family,
My sincerest and deepest sympathy on the passing of your beloved husband. May
Heavenly Father bestow upon you an extra measure of his blessings during this time
of sorrow and grieving. May the blessings of the temple and your faith sustain you.
David Kaiser

David Kaiser - October 11, 2020 at 03:52 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ted Collins Hindmarsh.

October 11, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

What did our family like to do at Christmas? We awaited anxiously for one of Ted's
Christmas stories or poems to read. Those written pages are precious memories for
our children and grandchildren. Ted and Shirlene were the spiritual examples for our
brothers and sisters. We love you both so much for the example of what a marriage
and family looks like. God bless and keep you. We love you very much. Larry,
Sherrie and all our brood

Sherrie Williams - October 11, 2020 at 01:39 PM

“

Ted (Brother Hindmarsh) was our friend at the Provo Temple. He was always happy
to see us and made us feel special. Pat served with Shirlene on the same shift at the
temple on Wednesdays, and Larry came as a patron every Wed. We both cried when
we read about his passing. Pat loved Shirlene also; she was so kind and friendly! We
will truly miss him in our lives! Shirlene, our hearts are with you in love and
friendship. Pat and Larry Goff

Pat Goff - October 10, 2020 at 12:42 PM

“

Dear Shirlene and Family,
I am deeply saddened to hear of Ted's passing. I treasure the memory of the years I
spent serving with him in the bishopric and temple. He was one of the most kind,
loving, and compassionate persons I have known. I witnessed and was inspired by
his counsel as it was guided by the Spirit. I pray the Lord's comfort and blessings to
be with you. Larry Benson

Larry D. Benson - October 10, 2020 at 11:44 AM

“

Sister Shirlene, sorry to hear of the passing of your Eternal Sweetheart! Thank you
for the friendship & the famous Ted Hindmarsh books he gave to Paul & I while we
were fortunate to serve with you in Nauvoo!!! Bless your heart!!!

Carolyn Ogden - October 10, 2020 at 11:13 AM

“

I worked under Ted for some years at BYU in Media Services and found him to be a
caring and understanding man. This friendship continued on through the years and
our occasional meeting throughout the years was always greeted by a warm
handshake and a feeling that he really did care. He would often be leaving the
temple when we were going in and he always stopped to greet us there. He will be
missed.

Dennis Welker - October 10, 2020 at 07:09 AM

“

I loved working with Ted in the temple for many years. He made me feel like a true
friend with his warm smile and helpfulness. I certainly miss seeing him each week. I
extend deep sympathy to his wife and family. Milton B Jones

Milton B Jones - October 09, 2020 at 10:35 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ted Collins Hindmarsh.

October 09, 2020 at 07:49 PM

“

Ted is one of of my most loved cousins. He was kind and patient with the younger
cousins. I remember sitting in his lap "driving" his car. After Thanksgiving dinners he
and Jerry and Dave always made time for their younger cousins before they went out
to play football with the other boys. At family breakfasts he always had time for a
conversation with me. He and Shirlene are great examples of an eternal marriage
and gospel filled home. I am so grateful to have him as my cousin. I was probably
one of his best customers for his books since I gave so many away. May God bless
your family at this time. I love you always.
Marilyn Stiel Ingraham

Marilyn Ingraham - October 09, 2020 at 02:42 PM

“

Condolences to Shirlene and family. It was our privilege to serve in the Nauvoo
temple with Ted and Shirlene. He always had a quiet smile and set a Christ like
example every day. We were amused by the poem he wrote entitled "The Heavenly
Spelling Test". Our prayers and thoughts are with you at this time.
Weldon and Vicki Tovey

Weldon Tovey - October 09, 2020 at 12:48 PM

“

Cherished Memories was purchased for the family of Ted Collins Hindmarsh.

October 09, 2020 at 12:28 PM

“

Ted and I grew up together. Our two families, along with the Wellingtons, were like a
triple family. I knew him since kindergarten and he and I were in ROTC together at
BYU. We went on a trip together to Mather AFB in CA. Too many memories to
recount. He will be missed. My deepest condolences to Shirlene.
Varne Beckwith

Varne Beckwith - October 09, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

Sister Hindmarsh so very sorry to read about Brother Hindmarsh's passing. We loved
working with both of you in the Provo Temple, getting to know you and sharing
memories of working in the Nauvoo Temple. Our prayers are with you at this time.
Charles & Dianne Tonge

Charles & Dianne Tonge - October 09, 2020 at 10:59 AM

“

Alan & I are so sad about Ted's passing. We only have fond memories of the both of
you in the ten years we lived in the same ward. Alan remembered Ted well growing
up in Park Ward when they were young.
Shirlene, you are in our thoughts & prayers in this very difficult time. May you be
comforted in the gospel & the promise that you will be together again.
Much love to you & your beautiful family.
Alan & Gigi (Ghislaine) Rockwood

Alan & Ghislaine Rockwood - October 09, 2020 at 01:06 AM

“

Shirlene & family, I just found out this afternoon from Janet that Ted had passed
away. I am so sorry. I had no idea he had been ill. Shirlene, I will always remember
the first time I met you and Ted. Jerry and I were out on a date, and he wanted me to
meet you both. You were out working in the yard of your first home. I was anxious to
meet both of you because Jerry spoke so highly of you. Another favorite memory of
course was Ted’s Christmas stories and books. It was a tradition to read one of them
each Christmas. I still have all of them. . Please know my thoughts and prayers will
be with all of you. We are all so blessed to have the gospel in our lives, and the
knowledge that families are eternal. Love to all of you, Connie

Connie Johnson - October 08, 2020 at 11:25 PM

“

Reading his phenomenal and fun Christmas stories always added a fun vibe and
comforting spirit to the season. He was an amazing poet, and I know his little sister
(my grandmother) has always spoken so highly of her big brother Ted!

RaeLee - October 08, 2020 at 09:23 PM

“

Shirlene - Ted was such a great man! I have great memories of my Uncle Ted - I can
only imagine the rich and wonderful memories you & your children enjoy. You're in
my thoughts and prayers. Ted was a wonderful example of someone who lived the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. I hope that knowledge of his strong testimony can help you
through this difficult time.
Steve Yancey

Steve Yancey - October 08, 2020 at 09:08 PM

