Todd Lowell Fisher
July 21, 1973 - July 24, 2022

Todd Lowell Fisher, loving husband and father of four children, passed away, surrounded
by his family, on Sunday, July 24, 2022, at age 49.
Todd was born on July 21, 1973 to Ellen and Lowell Fisher in Ann Arbor, Michigan. His
father was a professor of anatomy at the University of Michigan and his mother taught
GED. Todd was active in Boy Scouts, obtaining the rank of Eagle Scout. He lettered in
water polo and swimming. He also enjoyed playing the cello. He served a mission for his
church in Belgium and consequently spoke fluent Dutch. He was semi-fluent in French
and German as well. He met his wife, Mary, while a student at BYU and together he and
Mary had a family of four children. Mary was the love of his life. They shared many fun
adventures together.
Todd received his PhD in Mathematics from Northwestern University in 2004 and did his
post-doc at the University of Maryland. Todd taught at BYU as a professor of mathematics
and upon his passing was associate chair of the math department. His mathematics
specialty was dynamical systems, which is primarily concerned with orbit structure.
Todd was known for his caring nature. When he was just twelve years old, he saved his
paper route money to buy a weight set to get stronger in order to help his dad, who was
paralyzed by multiple sclerosis. He was also known for his infectious smile and dry sense
of humor. He was a very intelligent man. He loved classic rock and listening to music.
Most of all, Todd loved his wife and children. He cooked them a hot breakfast every day.
He planned amazing trips for them. He helped his children with their homework and with
practicing their instruments. He tried to spend time with each of them every day. He was
always kind.
Todd is preceded in death by his father. He is survived by his mother, brother, two sisters,
wife, and four children ages 11, 13, 15, and 17.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, July 29, 2022 at The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Chapel at 950 South 1700 East, Springville, Utah. There
will be a viewing from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Those who cannot attend in
person can use this live link: https://zoom.us/j/96954112616. Flowers may be sent to Berg
Mortuary in Provo, UT. Donations to his family may be made at https://everloved.com/life-o
f/todd-fisher/donate/. His wife and children would appreciate any memories you have to
share. Memories may be shared at www.bergmortuary.com.

Previous Events
Visitation
JUL 29. 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM (MT)
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Chapel
950 South 1700 East
Springville, UT 84663

Celebration of Life
JUL 29. 11:00 AM (MT)
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Chapel
950 South 1700 East
Springville, UT 84663

Tribute Wall

FS

Dr. Fisher was such a sincere and caring person. I took his class during one of
the most overwhelming semesters of my college experience, and a few weeks in,
I get like I would probably need to drop out of my program because there was no
way I was going to do well enough.
I went to his office (not even during office hours- he had made an exception for
me because of my work schedule) and started going over my test with him. His
kindness quickly made me open up about how I was feeling and everything that
was going on. I ended up crying (super embarrassing). But Dr. Fisher didn’t
overreact or get awkward. He stayed calm and gentle and offered me a couple of
ways I could lighten my load and also told me not to drop out. I left his office
feeling much better.
The semester did go better after that. It was probably still the hardest class I ever
took, but Dr. Fisher was such a good teacher, and his love of the topic was
infectious.
After finals, I received a personal email from him congratulating me on how I did
in the class and how I had improved. I don’t think a teacher has ever done that
before. I was so touched at his thoughtfulness and that he remembered me so
individually. I still think about that sometimes.
Dr. Fisher changed my semester, my college experience, and the rest of my life.
Thank you for letting us have him. God bless your family.
Former Student - August 03 at 09:52 AM

1 file added to the album Conferences

Christian Bonatti - July 30 at 05:17 AM

meeting in Provo 2017, organized by Todd
Christian Bonatti - July 30 at 09:22 AM

MP

1 file added to the album Conferences

Maria Pacifico - July 29 at 04:08 PM

MP

Todd attend this meeting that Katrin Gelfert and me organized at my university in 2013.
This is the group photo of this meeting. Todd was one of my coauthors, a dear friend
with a beautiful and generous soul. I will miss you Todd.
Maria Pacifico - July 29 at 08:09 PM

TP

Todd was a dynamic soul. He had a lot of energy and was always willing to give
advice to those who needed help. During my short time working at BYU, I was
privileged to work with Todd and learn much from him. It was obvious to me that
he was a teacher/mentor born to be. I miss you a lot, dear Todd! May you rest in
peace until the Savior comes again.
Tuan Pham - July 29 at 12:48 PM

7 files added to the album Conferences

José Alves - July 29 at 05:48 AM

A glaring example of the lack of justice or logic in death. Peace to Todd's beautiful
soul. My deepest sympathies to his family.
José Alves - July 29 at 05:36 AM

MC

Todd and I taught together for many years, first in the Late Summer Honors
program, and most recently as part of the Honors Unexpected Connections
courses. He and I relished the unusual interdisciplinary opportunity that this
afforded us, creating courses that combined mathematics and the humanities
(and driving our students crazy by requiring math homework as well as literature
essays). He was a gifted and remarkable teacher, with a wide-ranging intellectual
curiosity and an approachable classroom manner. Our students knew that he
cared about them and they also felt his undeniable enthusiasm for the questions
and topics we were discussing. Those discussions in the classroom would
inevitably spill over into conversations as we walked back from the Maeser
Building to our offices, and I am going to miss terribly those talks, whether about
probability, chaos theory, or our shared love of Belgium (we both served LDS
missions to Belgium in the 90s, but on opposite sides of the language divide). In
many ways, I think in those classes Todd gave his students and me the tools to
help us cope with his loss, showing how to find spiritual peace and meaning in the
face of the vicissitudes of life. I am devastated by his parting, but find comfort in
the thought of one day continuing those conversations about chance,
determinism, and divine will. He was a good man and a good friend.

Michael Call - July 29 at 12:40 AM

JB

I remember Todd's enthusiasm for mathematics and his considerate and gentle
ways for all. For me and my family, it is a privilege to have met him and his
beautiful family in moments of joy and kindness.
Our thoughts are with Mary, Kathrine, Andrew, Aaron, Andrew, and Adam.
Jerome Buzzi - July 28 at 05:16 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Todd Lowell
Fisher.

July 28 at 02:49 PM

YL

I met Todd in many circumstances in the past years. As everybody highlights, his
smile was his trademark, and it was so pleasant to be around him. Once, when
we were both in Paris, I remember he was telling us about how nice it was to
travel with his family, and that he enjoyed to hear his children saying "Notre
Dame" with a mixture of the American and French accents. Todd, you will be
missed by us all, but your smile and strength will never be forgotten.
Yuri Lima - July 28 at 11:33 AM

CL

I remember Todd as very enthusiastic and positive person. Remember a
conference at UFRJ in Rio de Janeiro, a couple of month after my PhD defense
and I gave a talk about my results, he was making questions and at the end he
congratulated me and said such a nice words about my work that I was so happy.
He will be missed. My condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. Rest In
Peace.

Cristina Lizana - July 28 at 09:14 AM

CR

Cristina lit a candle in memory of Todd Lowell Fisher

Cristina - July 28 at 08:46 AM

SD

Todd taught me so much, and I could share many different stories about what a
great teacher Todd was (he really was the best), but that was just a piece of him. I
was in Todd's office a lot, and whiteboard space was a valuable but sometimes
scarce commodity. Through the years though, one section of his board never
changed: the part decorated with a few drawings and words from his kids. His
eyes always lit up when he talked about his family, they were everything to him.
He was a role model to me: while on the surface he was teaching me math,
simultaneously, he was teaching me about so much more.
Spencer Durham - July 28 at 07:40 AM

KW

My deepest sympathies to you and your family. I am praying for your peace
during this time. Many thoughts and prayer for your family.
Kandi Willhoit
Kandi Willhoit - July 27 at 03:57 PM

KL

Mary and Family,
My deepest sympathies go out to you and your family. May
God give you the comfort and peace that you seek and
may the soul of your loved one rest in peace.
Kelly Landaker
K Landaker - July 27 at 03:20 PM

AB

One of my favorite memories of Todd, was how much he cared for Mary. He
always treated Mary and their kids with love and respect. I admire him for his
discipline and tender heart.
Another one of my favorite qualities about Todd was his strong belief in his
religion. He truly knew of a surety that we are all Children of God, and he lived
what he believed. I know that Todd and his family will be reunited once more.
Abby - July 27 at 01:58 PM

CL

Mary and family, the Landaker family send thoughts and prayers your way long
ago and share your sadness at his passing. Collette, MaryJane, Kelly and Chet
collette landaker - July 27 at 01:14 PM

ED

Dr. Fisher was/is great. Steady and reliable. I feel like his "Introduction to Real
Analysis" class was a good mix of keeping it relaxed and as simple as possible
and acknowledging that it was hard subject (the subject is notoriously difficult for
undergraduate math students) while also not dialing back the challenge where it
counted. Then, even though he only taught the class for one semester, he
brought a good level of organization and stability to my ACME cohort (I really
really appreciated his review practice tests that he put together for us). He was
always friendly and helpful in office hours and I never felt stupid asking stupid
questions. He had/has a great smile and a generally cheerful attitude which I
know I and a lot of my peers really appreciated - math can be kind of mind
numbing sometimes but he always stayed personable.
On a more specific level, I once got stuck behind an avalanche at my Sundance
job up the canyon and was going to miss a test, but Dr. Fisher quickly responded
to my email saying he totally understood my situation and was happy to arrange a
later date for me to take the test in the math lab. It wouldn't have been hard for
him to say "You shouldn't have put the test off till the last minute" but he willing
postponed releasing the graded tests so that I could take it late - a reasonable
size inconvenience for him/the class, but a HUGE stress relief for me in an
already stressful situation (and a stressful semester in general). Small things add
up. I can basically guarantee he was equally willing to work with other students in
their individual circumstances, and he made himself accessible.
The math department will definitely not be the same without him but his impact on
me and other students will definitely continue. Sending my thoughts and prayers
for the family!
Ed - July 27 at 05:50 AM

