Valene Johnson
December 19, 1932 - January 22, 2019

Evelyn Valene Johnson peacefully joined her husband of 56 years, Sherwin, at her
Summerfield home on January 22, 2019. Valene’s life journey began on December 19,
1932, in Idaho Falls, Idaho to William and Sybil Brookbush. She was the second child
after her big sister, Betty, and before little sister, Shirley. Her family found themselves in
Sterling, Idaho where they owned and ran the general store, gas station, and post office.
She had fond memories of the neighbors and the bell on the door ringing when one would
enter. Of course the penny candy and old pop machine were the girls’ favorites!
Valene graduated from Aberdeen High School, where she excelled in academics and
played the clarinet in the band. The next fall she enrolled and attended BYU and later
graduated in Microbiology, which was quite an accomplishment for a woman of her day.
She also met and later married her life’s love, Sherwin Johnson, on September 20, 1955
in the Logan Temple. They later settled in Grandview in Provo, Utah where they built a
home and thrived.
Valene was proud to be a medical technologist at Utah Valley Hospital for 30 years where
she rose to be supervisor of the Blood Bank. When she retired she continued to volunteer
in the gift shop for 15 years. She accomplished all this while raising 3 beautiful daughters,
Sherilyn, JaNay, and Michelle and holding many positions in her church. She also had the
energy to have a catering business. She loved to cook and her Sunday family dinners
were legendary. Her handmade Christmas sweets and creations were a highlight with her
family, neighbors, and friends.
Valene had a deep love for her 3 daughters, her 14 grandchildren, and 12 greatgrandchildren with 2 more to arrive this spring.
She was preceded in death by Sherwin, her parents, and her sisters, Betty Lash and
Shirley Pitts. She is survived by her daughters, Sherilyn (Scott) Sasso of Hendersen,
Nevada, JaNay (Brett) Lowe of Boise, Idaho, and Michelle (Cal) Wimmer of American
Fork, Utah; and her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. The family would like to give

special thanks to Summerfield Assisted Living and Envision Hospice for their kind and
loving care given during our mother’s stay.
Funeral services will be held Monday, January 28 at 11:00 a.m. at the Grandview 10th
Ward Chapel, 1600 North 1880 West, Provo, Utah. Friends may visit with the family from
9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Provo City Cemetery. Condolences may be
expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Valene Johnson.

January 28, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

Valene has always been very special to the Neville Family and always will be. We
have fond memories of Valene and the Brookbush Family when they lived in Sterling,
Idaho. She was amazing and kind person and will truly be missed. We always
enjoyed her visits to our ranch in Aberdeen, Idaho many years ago. We can’t express
how much she means to our family. We are sorry for your loss and ask that you
accept our heartfelt sympathy. We pray that you will find comfort in your memories of
Valene. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. May God Bless and Comfort The
Johnson Family. Tim and Anne Neville and Family

Tim Neville - January 28, 2019 at 01:50 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Valene Johnson.

January 25, 2019 at 02:10 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Valene Johnson.

January 25, 2019 at 12:52 PM

“

Valene and Sherwin both made me feel like part of the family from the first day we
met. AJ and I were "kind of dating", trying to decide if we really wanted to be in a
relationship, when I met his grandparents. I didn't know their names for the longest
time, because they introduced themselves as Grandma and Grandpa and didn't want
me to call them anything else!
Valene always sent birthday cards, as well, which just amazed me with how many
children, grandchildren, and great grandchild she has. Her love for her family was
apparent in every interaction. She didn't want to miss weddings, births, graduations,
or any other opportunity to show love and support. I hope she knows how much we
love her in return.

Shineah Lowe - January 24, 2019 at 11:59 PM

“

Sending all our love to your families. I just have the fondest memories of Valene. She
lived such a remarkable and accomplished life! I remember her getting my grandma
the coolest beanie babies at the hospital gift shop during the beanie baby craze. My
grandma loved to give them to her grandkids. And I remember my grandma and
Valene calling each other all the time to check up. I can only imagine them catching
up in heaven together. Hope you have peace during this hard time.
Kellee Goodwin Murdock
(Betty’s granddaughter)

Kellee Murdock - January 24, 2019 at 07:45 PM

“

Blanche Morgan and family purchased the Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket for the
family of Valene Johnson.

Blanche Morgan and family - January 24, 2019 at 06:16 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Evelyn Valene Johnson.

January 24, 2019 at 02:08 PM

“

Thank you, Aunt Valene, for enriching my life! From early memories of the Freedom
parade and then picnic at your house, great recipes (some from your wedding
catering days), your dedication to and knowledge of Blood Banking, your friendship
and especially for your inspiration and phone calls while Betty was so ill. You are
truly a great lady and I'm so grateful to have had your influence in my life.
Enjoy your reunion in heaven; we'll miss you so much here...
Love, Leslie Lash Goodwin

Leslie Goodwin - January 24, 2019 at 09:36 AM

