Vera "Colleen" West Wilkins Richards
March 17, 1940 - January 8, 2012

Vera "Colleen" West Wilkins Richards slipped out of this life returning to her Father in
Heaven on January 8, 2012.
She was born in Rigby, ID on March 17, 1940 to Tenneth K West and Vera Odessa
Madsen West, the second of four children. She was raised in Rigby, ID on a small farm.
She enjoyed school and had many friends. She graduated from Rigby High School in
June 1958. She was employed at the Argonne Atomic Energy Site.
She married Allen "Gene" Wilkins and was later divorced. They had three children.
Colleen met the love of her life and best friend and was married January 16, 1970 to
Robert Spencer Richards. Through the marriage she gained an additional daughter and
they were later blessed with another daughter. They were later sealed in the Provo, UT
Temple.
She loved and enjoyed her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was
warm and loving to all. She was always ready with a treat for the neighbor children for the
price of a hug.
She enjoyed outings and activities with her family and traveling. Disneyland was her
happy place.
She enjoyed 25 years of employment with the State of Utah as an Investigator. She
suffered a heart condition and had a mitral valve replacement in 1997. She was active in
her church and served in many callings. She and her husband served a mission at the
Lindon Cannery.
She is survived by her husband, Robert S. Richards, Her daughters, Jana L Hendricks
(Todd D), Shawna L Brown, (Jeff), Karen L Jolley (Todd R) and Rachael A Cameron
(Matthew T), a son, Gregory A Wilkins (Traci), Her mother, Vera, her brothers, John Wood,
Brian K West and sister, Dee Ann Larsen, 22 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her father, Tenneth.

She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and friend and will be greatly missed by all.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, January 13, 2012 at the Orem
Lakeview Stake Center, 400 West 1800 South, Orem, UT. Friends may call at the church
on Thursday, January 12, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. and Friday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to
services. Interment will be in the Orem City Cemetery. Condolences may be sent through
her obituary at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Bob and Colleen moved into my neighborhood when I was about 8 or 9. They have a
daughter named Rachel who quickly became my best friend. We spent ALOT of time
together and they welcomed me into their family. Bob and Colleen took Rachel and I
on a trip to Disneyland and our first airplane ride. We had so much fun!!! We also
went on a trip to Idaho and stayed at the Howard Johnson hotel which had the most
amazing indoor swimming pool that we all played in together. Rachel and I were such
good friends more like sisters and I enjoyed our time that we spent together. Still to
this day the movie Clue and the board game are my all time favorite. Rachel and I
played and watched the movie endlessly. Colleen was a wonderful woman and was
so kind and loving. She cared about everyone and always made me feel so welcome
in her home. She will be greatly missed by all that knew her. I send out love to her
family and especially to Bob who was Colleen's best friend and love. I am blessed to
have known Colleen and I will never forget her and the time that we shared together.
I am unable to make it to her funeral but I want her and her family to know that they
were in my thoughts.

Chesley (Johnson) Reese - Orem, UT - Friend - January 13, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Family of Colleen - I was so sad to read of her passing. We both grew up in
Rigby and went to school together. She was always such a fun loving and beautiful
person and I admired her. I'm sure she enjoyed being an investigator since she was
always interested in everyone and every thing! May the blessings of peace and
comfort be yours. I know she will be missed (one of the greatest compliments) and
lovingly remembered. Love from a former classmate - Jolene Cromwell Jacobs

Jolene Cromwell Jacobs - Idaho Falls, ID - Friend - January 11, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I have such fond memories of Colleen (and Bob) and their family. Some of the best
days of my childhood were spent in their backyard. Colleen was such a nice and
loving person and a great friend to my Mom. It was always a nice surprise when I
would run into her and Bob out and about in life and she would always give me a
smile and a big squeeze. She will be greatly missed. You are all in my heart.....

Ashlee - UT - January 10, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

This is to Aunt Vera (Colleen's mother) and her siblings, John, Brian and Dee Ann:
Sorry to read of Colleen's passing. I remember her well. She was always so high
spirited and a 'happy go lucky' type of person. I got to know her better while working
in your family's potato patch. I think about all of you often. Mother and dad are both
gone. Mother died in 2005 and dad passed away last April at the age of 91. Love,
Nancy

Nancy Madsen Burton - Syracuse, , UT - distant cousin - January 10, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

What a wonderful woman Colleen was! I so loved working with her in Relief Society
and am so grateful for that time I was able to spend getting to know her. She was
always kind, gentle and ready with a smile. We will miss her!!
Our love and prayers are with you, Bob, and your family!
Love, Kent and Nancy

Nancy and Kent Jackson - currently - Jerusalem; usually - Orem, UT - friends - January 10, 2012 at 12:00 AM

