Victor Purdy,
March 4, 1926 - April 9, 2012

Victor William Purdy, age 86, died Monday, 9 April 2012, in Provo, Utah, of causes
incident to a massive hemorrhagic stroke which occurred on April 3rd.
Victor was born 4 March 1926, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Victor William Purdy, Sr., and
Rhina Anna Steins Purdy. He married Alice Mary Thalman in Milwaukee on 24 February
1951, and their marriage was solemnized 3 December 1951, in the Salt Lake Temple.
Alice died 5 June 1996. On 5 February 2002, Victor married Deanne Moore Craig who
was born in Lovell, Wyoming.
During World War II, 1944-46, he served in the U.S. Navy—stationed most of the time at
an armory in the Philippine Islands.
Victor attended the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, and St. John's College,
Annapolis, Md., before obtaining his B.S. degree in history from Brigham Young University
in 1952. In 1957, he received a Master of Science degree in Library Science from
Columbia University, New York. Doctoral work in history was done later at the University of
Wisconsin, Madison, and the University of Utah.
A librarian and educator by profession, he worked for Fresno State College Library, 195354, and Brigham Young University Library, 1954-66. He taught in BYU's School of Library
and Information Sciences, 1966-93—the entire 27-year span of the library school's
existence. Intermittently, he also taught the historiography course for the Department of
History and several courses for the Department of Church History and Doctrine. He is
remembered by so many of his students as a favorite professor and major influence in
their lives. After his retirement, he spent countless hours in BYU Archives as a volunteer.
He served the LDS Church in various capacities. As a missionary in the North Central
States Mission (1948-50), he served for the full two years in Manitoba, Canada.
Throughout his early adult life, he continued his gospel teaching in various Sunday School
and Priesthood classes; however, his greatest satisfaction came from serving for many

years in the church meetinghouse library program as a meetinghouse librarian and then a
ward librarian with his first wife, Alice. Later, he assisted his wife, Deanne, as ward
newsletter editor, ward cultural arts specialist, and other callings.
Victor was a great conversationalist with a cheery disposition and infectious zest for life
which lifted those around him. He was known for his kindness, quick wit, and gentle sense
of humor which will be missed greatly by his adoring family, especially his beloved wife,
Deanne.
Victor had a strong testimony of the Savior which was a source of strength to many. His
extensive knowledge of the gospel was a blessing to his family and friends who often
relied upon him for answers to doctrinal questions. His love of research and quest for
knowledge perfectly equipped him to be of service in this regard.
He had a great love for his family and was a beloved son, brother, husband, father,
grandfather and friend. Well done, Victor!
Survivors include his wife, Deanne; three daughters and one son: Raquel (Van) Peery,
Orem; Valerie (Gary) Sabin, Poway, Calif.; Camille (Richard) Rahm, Wildwood, Mo.; and
Kent (Denise) Purdy of Elk Ridge; 21 grandchildren and 25 great-grandchildren. He is also
survived by four step-daughters and three step-sons: Amy (Todd) Wilhelm; Aaron (Juliette)
Muir; Cameron (Wendy) Muir; Anna (Jason) VanShaar; Holly (Spencer) Castle; Emily
(Darren) Pearson; and Dustin Craig; and 27 step-grandchildren. Victor also is survived by
his sister, Ruth (Alan) Hansen, of Lakewood, Colo. He was preceded in death by another
sister, Rhina, who died in childhood; by his first wife, Alice; and by a grandson, Justin
Sabin.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, April 13, 2012 at the Pleasant View
First Ward Chapel, 650 E. Stadium Avenue, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the church
Thursday, April 12, from 6 to 8 p.m. and Friday morning from 9:00-10:40 prior to services.
Interment, East Lawn Memorial Hills.
The family expresses profound appreciation for the sensitivity and skill of the entire
UVRMC medical staff who cared for Victor and his family during this difficult time. We also
feel to thank our wonderful friends and neighbors who have been so supportive.
Condolences may be sent through his obituary at www.bergmortuary.com.
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RF

We remember Victor well, especially the time we were all attending the 13th
Ward in Provo-- Anyway, he was such a great
conversationalist and so comfortable to chat with at anytime. He blessed our
lives along with many others. I remember his sweet wife, Alice, also with
much love and appreciation. We were young marrieds and young parents
at the same time. I remember his beautiful daughters and their lovely and
thoughtful ways. Jean Sabin Groberg is my Sister-in-law, so we're shirttail relations to one of you.
We send our love and gratitude as well as our faith and our sincere sympathy.
A beautiful and well-lived life.
Sincerely, Julia G. Blair
Robert and Julia Blair - Provo, , UT - friend - April 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

NN

I am so sorry that I was not able to attend your dads funeral. I would have liked to
have seen all of you. Your dad always had a smile for everyone. He will be
missed in the neighborhood.
Nancy Broadbent - neighbor - April 13, 2012 at 12:00 AM

LS

I wish to extend my condolences to the family of Brother Purdy. He was the ideal
teacher in every way—he demanded work and organization; he shared his
extensive knowledge and talents in the support and training of others; he
sincerely cared about his students; and, he was greatly respected by his
colleagues and those he mentored. As I struggled to raise six young children and
finish my degree, Brother Purdy did all he could to encourage me to finish the
“race.” I was indeed very fortunate to have him as my instructor and guidance
counselor in library school. I named my son after Victor Purdy because I saw in
this wonderful man those rare combinations of greatness and humility, quietness
and strength, superior intellect and enduring faith. Lynne S. LaBare, MLIS
Brigham Young University
Lynne S. LaBare - Orem, UT - Graduate Student - April 13, 2012 at 12:00 AM

PS

Victor Purdy was a teacher who taught me alot about the importance of
information gathering and how to do collection evaluations. I will never forget the
kindness that he showed to me as a student and the help that he gave me in
finding a collection to study. His tests will go down in history as the hardest that I
have ever taken and I have taken many scores of them. He gave us mulitple
choice test questions with the choices all looking like the same answer! Thank
you, Victor. I will never forget your memory nor your sincere kindness to poor
students such as I.
Paul Nielsen MLIS class of 93
paul nielsen - murray, UT - former student - April 13, 2012 at 12:00 AM

DM

To the Purdy children: I am sorry to read of your father's passing and previous
passing of your mother (Alice). We are back in Provo after living in California for a
while. You had good parents and I know your lives reflect your up-bringing. God
be with you as you carry on the good name of Purdy.
Donna Payton - Provo, UT - Previous ward member - April 13, 2012 at 12:00 AM

NS

What a delightful man! I enjoyed my classes with Br. Purdy and conversations
with him while a student and after. He was ever upbeat and positive, and always
ready with a smile and his signature laugh. His interest in his students was
sincere and caring and his passion for his vocation evident. Br. PUrdy is always
courtly in a Pooh-bear way, always witty, always interesting to chat with. I'll look
forward to visiting with him again one day in a gentler realm.
Nancy Alder - Orem, UT - former student - April 12, 2012 at 12:00 AM

CS

I am sorry to be unable to pay my respects in person. I enjoyed Dr. Purdy as a
professor and related very much to the mentions of his kindness and humor.
C. Jeffrey Belliston - Pleasant Grove, UT - Former Student - April 12, 2012 at 12:00 AM

BF

I express my sympathy to the family for the loss of such a wonderful man. It has
been a privilege to have known him and his family as I was growing up and in the
same ward. His wonderful smile and positive personality made their home a place
of enjoyment to visit. I appreciate knowing his family who have been examples for
kindness and good for so many years. They will truly carry on a legacy of
following in his example and love for the Savior. Heaven is shining a little brighter
since he finished his journey here and went home!
Love to all of you,
Becky Pehrson
Becky Pehrson - West Valley, UT - Friend - April 12, 2012 at 12:00 AM

EG

Victor was a fun loving. lighthearted, caring friend to me. He always had a bounce
in his step, a joke to share or a story to tell. I really loved his humor. He was
gentle, and kind; his humor infectious, but never off beat. He was so fun and easy
to converse with. He had a way of making everyone laugh.
I could tell he was a great professor by the way he passionately spoke about his
students and the classes he taught. He loved teaching. His passion for learning
was infectious both the secular and the spiritual. We will miss you Victor!
Eric Peery - Orem, UT - Grandson - April 12, 2012 at 12:00 AM

LS

Dr. Purdy was a sweet and gentle man, a teacher I respected very much. He
showed personal interest in his students and wanted all to succeed. The world
needs more men exactly like him.
Lynette Taylor - Logan, UT - student - April 11, 2012 at 12:00 AM

MC

I had worked with Bro. Purdy both in the HBLL and as a fellow teacher in the
library school at BYU. Victor was indeed, warm-hearted, meek and always
upbeat. It was my pleasure and honor to have worked with him.
Merle Lamson - St. George, UT - Friend, colleague - April 11, 2012 at 12:00 AM

AS

Mr. Purdy was a wonderful teacher, friend, and scholar. I have so many fond
memories of him from library school. I will greatly miss his sense of humor. His
obituary is a fine tribute to a wonderful teacher and member of the LDS Church.
RIP.
Arthur Nifong - Provo, UT - Former Student - April 11, 2012 at 12:00 AM

