Wayne Sabey Clarke
May 14, 1942 - April 15, 2018

Wayne Sabey Clarke peacefully passed away Sunday, April 15, 2018, in the University of
Utah Hospital, SLC, Utah, from a brain hemorrhage. He experienced no pain or suffering
and was surrounded by his family when he quietly left his earthly adventures for all that
lies ahead.
Wayne was born on May 14, 1942, in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, to Donald A. “Dick”
and Della Sabey Clarke. Raised in Magrath, Alberta, Canada, and later in Provo, Utah,
Wayne was an accomplished athlete who attended Joaquin and Maeser Elementary
Schools, Farrer Junior High, Provo High School, Brigham Young University on a baseball
scholarship, and the University of Utah.
Wayne’s earliest career was based out of Cedar City, Utah where he honed his master
electrician skills repairing jukebox and pinball machines, but his keen intellect and intrigue
with how things work (including the human body) led him into the medical field. He
founded Clarke Surgical Supply in Salt Lake City, where he trained doctors from all over
the world how to perform a variety of surgeries using “new” stapling techniques and
laparoscopic procedures, as well as “shadowing” doctors in operating rooms who were
performing heart and brain surgeries to ensure they “got it right.” His incredible
experiences were later documented in his autobiographical novel, Pseudo Surgeon. His
passions included his family, fly fishing, hiking, astronomy, pheasant hunting, traveling,
and helping anyone he encountered that needed something fixed.
Wayne married Kathryn Davis Allman on August 23, 2013. They enjoyed several years
together traveling and exploring China, South Africa, France, Italy, Peru, Japan, Hawaii,
Chile, Argentina, Brazil, the Danube River through Europe and New York City. He loved
attending concerts and live theatre, ballroom dancing, bridge, and game nights with close
friends and family.
Wayne married Margaret Ann Sumsion on September 10, 1962. They were later sealed in
the Salt Lake Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and raised four

children (and their friends) who grew up on countless Lake Powell trips, water skiing,
snow skiing on the greatest snow on earth, star gazing and catching (or maybe
exceeding) daily limits at Fish Lake, exploring national parks, motorhome trips throughout
the western U.S. and Canada, and many other grand adventures. Wayne was also
honored to have been involved with raising a full generation of young men and Scouts
from the Butler 11th Ward.
Wayne is survived by his wife Kathy Davis Clarke, Cedar Hills, Utah; daughter Kelly Ann
(David Kelly) Hewlett, Pleasant View, Utah; daughter Colleen (Derek) Marquis, Lindon,
Utah; son Wayne Sumsion (Erin Owens) Clarke, Ladera Ranch, California; daughter
Charlene (Jeff) Dawson, Heber, Utah; sister Shirley (Kay) Neilson, Creston, B.C., Canada;
brothers Mark (Janet) Clarke, Orem, Utah; Lawrence (Carole) Clarke, American Fork,
Utah; brother-in-law Lyle D. Patton, Orem, Utah; and sister-in-law Jacqueline Goetzinger
Clarke. Wayne is also survived by Margaret Ann Sumsion, his wonderful Sumsion
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, his brother-in-law Byron (Carol) Davis, his sister-in-law
Gwendolyn Davis, as well as his many Clarke and Sumsion nieces and nephews and their
families whom he loves dearly. Wayne is also survived by his step-daughter, Lisa Ann
Spencer and his step-grandson, Joshua Tod Spencer.

Wayne loved the outdoors, loved life, loved Kathy, loved his family, loved his children and
loved and adored his fourteen grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. He truly lived
his life adhering to the scripture in Mosiah 2:17, “when ye are in the service of your fellow
beings ye are only in the service of your God.” Wayne will be greatly missed by everyone
who is privileged to know him.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Ramona (Lyle) Patton and his brother
Donald S. (Jacqueline) Clarke.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, April 21, 2018 at the Berg Drawing
Room Chapel, 185 E. Center Street, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the mortuary Friday,
April 20, from 6-8:00 p.m. and Saturday one hour prior to services. Interment, Provo City
Cemetery. Condolences may be expressed at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Some of my best memories of my friend Wayne, was when we were working out
together at the Rec Center.
Wayne and I often met, for about an hour or so, to breathlessly try to converse while
we worked out. We learned a lot about each other then. I sometimes feel that there
was a competition among us. It was fun.
He was always Monitoring his body and his good health. We had great times.
We find ourselves, as friends, sharing in your family's loss.
We will miss Wayne.
May you know that our thoughts and prayers are with you all at this time.
Will each of you find peace, strength, comfort, and courage as you face this heart
wrenching loss.
Our sincerest sympathies reach out to all of you.
Bruce and Pam Avery, Cottonwood Heights, Utah

Bruce Avery - April 21, 2018 at 11:54 PM

“

Wayne and Kathy were my friends from Murray Arts Dance.
I will miss Wayne.
Sorry for your loss, Kathy.
Call me if you need anything.
Ottie Sypolt

Ottie E Sypolt - April 20, 2018 at 10:49 PM

“

I love this man and always will. He had a tremendous impact on my life. I spent my
entire life trying to live a life that he would be proud of. I am broken hearted that he is
gone and will miss him tremedously
Treavor Peterson

Treavor Peterson - April 20, 2018 at 06:35 PM

“

About 30 years ago my 78 Cherokee Chief caught fire under the hood on the East
side of I 215. Side note, I had a newly released Sister missionary from East Germany
in the vehicle who up and leaves with a passing motorist. I called my father who said
give Mr. Clarke a call. I do and wouldn't you know that he comes right up, takes
some electrical tape and wraps up some burnt wires and the Cherokee starts first try.
What a selfless act on his part. One that I will never forget. P.S. It ran fine up til the
day I sold it.

Paul Hales - April 20, 2018 at 04:26 PM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Wayne Sabey Clarke.

April 19, 2018 at 11:27 PM

“

Wayne Clarke Tribute
4/15/18
Byron and I are most happy for the joy that Wayne has shared with Kathy as they
pursued each longed for precious destinations and experiences together. At their
wedding, his eyes sparkled when he talked of a young girl in Provo on a bicycle and
he was sincere and genuine when he expressed his love for her with his great
warmth and confidence extended to the Davis and Spencer Clans as well, Wayne
would have it no other way. We had wonderful times visiting at dinners, concerts, and
plays. We always enjoyed the positive genuinely loving Wayne Clarke. We shared
moments of the past but mostly enjoyed living in the present good times together.
We are so grateful that Kathy brought Wayne into our family and our lives. He carried
himself proud and yet humble, and with genuine warmth and caring, particularly
when he was around Kathryn. Wayne quickly brought us into his heart, and in the
relatively short time we knew him (5-6 years), we shared great times. He was an
exceptional man with solid values as expressed by our savior Jesus Christ; values
our family admires and strives to achieve.
Wayne and Kathy visited with us in Salt Lake City a week ago to check up on Byron
and his progress with physical therapy. As always, their visits were positive, caring
and inspiring. We planned our next meeting event for the day we lost this great soul.
His presence in our lives will always be remembered. The Davis Family is better for
knowing and loving a wonderful Man.
Byron and Carol Davis

Davis - April 19, 2018 at 11:09 PM

“

Beautiful remembrances! Thank you Carol and Byron.
Kathy Davis Clarke - April 23, 2018 at 08:21 AM

“

I am one of those lucky Butler 11th young men who was blessed beyond measure by
Wayne Clarke. It breaks my heart to think that Superman has left us for now. It’s hard
for me to express how meaningful he was to my youth. I am convinced that every
young man needs man-training. Wayne gave us all man-training. There aren’t many
men who will just shrug it off when a punk teenager wrecks their snowmobile or three
wheeler. Or laugh when one of them pukes in their van, or eats chili just to change
the atmosphere. Wayne was such a guy. He showed each of us that he valued us
more than he valued his things. He taught us lifelong lessons none of us will forget.
His example was perfect. I will never litter because of him. I listened to Paul Harvey
because of him. I learned about the stars from him. I learned to be respectful. I
learned that I could do hard things. I learned that he would neither leave me out or
forget me (or anyone else in our quorum). I learned that every person has value. I
could go on and on. There are countless stories about the bat mobile, Vitamin Ms,
camp outs, night skiing, trips to Lake Powell, his cabin, the Tetons. Again, I could go
on and on. Wayne gave us his time and always with a smile. There aren’t many men
who are willing to give that as freely as he did. I was lucky to be the benefit of that
gift. Thank you Wayne Clarke.
Dan Garriott

Dan Garriott - April 19, 2018 at 07:04 PM

“

“

Thank you Dan for your kind words!
Wayne Clarke - April 19, 2018 at 09:46 PM

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Wayne Sabey
Clarke.

April 19, 2018 at 03:38 PM

“

Dear Clarke Family- each family gathering always includes sharing stories of your
family— particularly expressing appreciation for the service of the Wayne/Ken team
working with our son Josh as well as his friends during those teen years from 14 on.
We appreciated the great advice that Wayne provided our son and his friends on
gospel living and Christlike service. How richly blessed our lives have been because
we bought a home on 7130 South in 1975. With Lots of Love and Appreciation the
Jim Divine Family

Kendra Divine - April 19, 2018 at 12:43 PM

“

My best memories of our friendship is the chance to “workout” side by side so many times
at the Rec Center
Wayne was so intent on keeping in great shape and monitoring his health. I enjoyed it so
much. I enjoyed the breathless conversation and some competition.
We find ourselves, as friends, sharing in your family's loss.
We will miss Wayne.
May you know that our thoughts and prayers are with you all at this time.
Will each of you find peace, strength, comfort, and courage as you face this heart
wrenching loss.
Our sincerest sympathies reach out to all of you.
Bruce and Pam Avery, Cottonwood Heights, Utah
Bruce Avery - April 19, 2018 at 09:57 PM

“

Great friend
Bruce Avery - April 19, 2018 at 09:59 PM

“

Just shortly after turning 14 I remember that I was very adamant about not joining
everyone on the planned high adventure trip down the Snake River. I had convinced
myself that I would not survive! One evening about a month prior to the trip there was
a knock on our door. There stood Wayne and Ken. We invited them in and they
proceeded to begin their best efforts to convince me to join them on the trip. This was
significant to me that they took the time to come see me since this was a very
challenging time for me as my parents had just divorced. As a matter of fact, it was a
turning point for me!
I was a stubborn as could be but they were persistent and some how convinced me
to go. I did have one condition though…Wayne had to be my canoe companion.
Somehow that was the only way that I thought I would be safe. He graciously
consented. The result was one of the best times of my life! His kindness was a spark
in my life and he instantly became a father figure for me. The days spent on the
Snake River, in the Tetons, listening to country music in the Bat Mobile will always be
cherished. I will always be grateful for his kindness and patience with me.

Brandon Burningham - April 19, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

Like all of my uncles, Uncle Wayne was never timid about sharing some wisdom with
me ... whether I was 5 or 35. I will surely miss him. My love and condolences to his
family.

F. Shane Sumsion - April 18, 2018 at 03:44 PM

“

1 file added to the album Tribute Wall

Jessica Bryant - April 18, 2018 at 02:10 PM

“

Wayne is a man whose greatness and legacy to us all will become stronger and
more magnificent with each passing year. The memories that we all have seared into
our minds of the great Wayne Clarke are gifts that will see us through the eternities.
How could one ever forget a memory of Wayne sitting up in the Grotto of the
Narrows in Zions Park at 3:00am in the morning, wrapped in a $2 tattered space
blanket with his headlamp on reading a book. Hey, when it's too cold to sleep...read!
Everybody loved Wayne. So many were influenced to be better cause he just made
people better. RIP Brother, keep sharing your gifts with all those who welcome you
home.
Dan Mauss

Dan Mauss - April 18, 2018 at 01:46 PM

“

I had the privilege of learning from and being mentored by Wayne in the Butler 11th
ward. I have countless fond memories of high adventure trips, golf outings, and just
hanging out. One experience in particular I will never forget. On the scariest day of
my life, I turned to Wayne for help. My parents were in Germany to pick up my sister
from her mission. I chose to stay home alone (with some periodic supervision from
great neighbors). On the day that my family was set to arrive back at home I decided
to take my dad's car for a joy ride. I was only 15 at the time and didn't have a license.
Of course, I wrecked the car. Wrecked it to the point that it was no longer drivable. I
didn't know what to do, so I went to Wayne. We hopped in his van, drove to the
wreck, and then he towed the car back to my house. I was convinced that my life was
going to end the moment my parents got home and saw the car. Wayne promised
me that everything would be fine, that my parents love me, and that I still had some
time left on this planet. Turns out Wayne was right. I didn't die that evening. Heck, I
wasn't even threatened with death. Weird thing is that most parents, mine included,
care about the safety and welfare of their children more than they care about their
possessions. Obviously, Wayne understood this. He was there for me when I needed
him, providing help, advice, and most importantly, comfort. I'll never forget that.
To the entire Clarke family, thank you so much for sharing Wayne with the rest of us.
We are all better people because of each special moment he shared with us.
Jason Wiser

Jason Wiser - April 18, 2018 at 01:30 PM

“

“

Good stuff...Thank you Jason!
Wayne Clarke - April 19, 2018 at 10:08 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Wayne Sabey Clarke.

April 18, 2018 at 12:39 PM

“

I'm so grateful for all the wonderful memories I have of my Grandpa Wayne! He knew
everything and has insatiable curiosity, could fix absolutely anything, and often came
over to help at my house as soon as I texted him a question about my water heater.
He traveled extensively, danced exquisitely, but most of all, he served everyone
enthusiastically. He lit up every room he entered and had a gift for making everyone
feel as if they were the most important person on earth. LOVE YOU GRANDPA.

Kylie Brooks - April 18, 2018 at 12:32 PM

“

My life and numerous others have had their lives enriched through our association
with such a wonderful man and friend. Wayne spent so much of his time and
resources in developing young men, helping them to develop a love of the outdoors
and for all of God's creations. He taught with the strength of a lion and the love of
God in his heart. His impact on those young men especially, has and will have an
eternal impact on their lives and their posterity. My personal relationship with this
great man has been and is a treasured gift from our Heavenly Father. We spent
many nights in tents visiting where he would teach me in the way only Wayne could
do, and when he was through he would put on his beany, put in his ear plugs and say
good night. When we were tired from driving on our many youth trips he would get on
the CB radio and say "breaker 11, bat mobile to red baron, lets stop and get a
prescription" (which meant it was time for DR. PEPPER).
He always lead from the rear, making sure that there was no one left behind and so
he could give encouragement to those who struggled on the trail and needed a
helping hand. All knew he could have been at the front and reach the top of the
mountain before any of us, but that was not his way of leading.
I know he will have eternity to continue to learn of all those celestial mysteries that he
studied and loved. His desire for knowledge will be rewarded in ways that only the
Lord of the universe can teach. I know he will be given the opportunity to watch and
encourage us along this mortal path and when we stumble or make poor choices that
gentle kick in the pants or the hands we feel lifting us, are from divinely directed
source.
Thank you Clarke for all the good times and the memories that I will cherish forever.
Your eternal friend,
"Church"

Ken Church - April 18, 2018 at 11:51 AM

“
“
“
“

Thank you so much for those kind words Church. They mean so much. Love ya Brother!
Wayne Clarke - April 18, 2018 at 11:07 AM

Love this!
Colby Olds - April 18, 2018 at 11:31 AM

Perfect tribute!
Ken Spiers - April 18, 2018 at 12:30 PM

Perfectly said. When we moved out of the 11th ward by two houses, I was sure they would
fix the ward boundaries and put us back together before Tanner hit Young Mens. I didn't
want my boys to miss being with the Ken Church/Wayne Clark team. The two of you were
truly a gift to all of those young men. You not only changed their lives, but you also
changed the lives of those around you who watched from a distance. The love and time
you gave all those boys was incredible. I know they are all better young men because of
the time and influence from the two of you. It seemed as though they left the two of you in
that calling for many years because of all the good you did with those boys. I was blessed

personally to rub shoulders with you. I always loved your hugs, your genuine interest in me
when I would see you out running through the neighborhood, and the huge smile on your
face that let me know that your love, concern and interest in me was genuine. I have
missed you ever since you moved. Your name has always been a warm spot in my heart
and I am sad that I missed out on seeing you these past years. I am a better person
because I know you. Thank you for your love, time and tenderness. Everyone who knew
you, knew you loved them. May your loved ones be blessed as they adjust to life without
you for the rest of their journey here on this earth. That won't be easy. Love you Wayne
Clark!!!
Nan Crandall - April 18, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Wayne Sabey Clarke.

April 18, 2018 at 11:51 AM

“

Wayne will be missed by all of his friends at the Murray Arts Centre, we loved him
and Kathy! He always had a smile and a warm greeting for everyone on the dance
floor. Our prayers are with Kathy and the entire family... Love Bill and Susan Wright

Susan and Bill Wright - April 18, 2018 at 09:01 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Wayne Sabey Clarke.

April 17, 2018 at 09:52 PM

“

Chuck & Mickey Dawson, Messick & Htwe families purchased the Gracious
Lavender Basket for the family of Wayne Sabey Clarke.

Chuck & Mickey Dawson, Messick & Htwe families - April 17, 2018 at 08:31 PM

“

I was one of Wayne’s fortunate young men from the Butler 11th Ward. I am not sure
a year goes by that his name isn’t mentioned or remembered in reverence for the
service and impact he had on my life. The young men that I have served from a half
dozen other wards have heard me speak of my TQ advisor, Wayne Clarke. So many
memories. So many moments of laughter. Lessons taught and lessons learned all
thanks to his selfless service. I am always trying to serve like Wayne Clarke!

Colby Olds - April 17, 2018 at 07:44 PM

“
“

“

We needed some pheasant hunting pics. Thanks Colby!
Wayne Clarke - April 17, 2018 at 11:42 PM

Thanks for your kind words too Colby...it means a lot to us!
Wayne Clarke - April 17, 2018 at 11:52 PM

What a loss. I'm sure you will miss him. Our heart goes out to the whole family and
especially Kathy, his wife.

Dee Johnston - April 17, 2018 at 07:26 PM

“

PROVO HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1960 purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Wayne Sabey Clarke.

Robert Y. Valentine - April 17, 2018 at 06:12 PM

“

Bob and Shauna Valentine purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
Wayne Sabey Clarke.

Robert Y. Valentine - April 17, 2018 at 06:03 PM

“

1 file added to the album Tribute Wall

Colleen Marquis - April 17, 2018 at 05:37 PM

“

Kathy, My sincere sympathy at this time. When friendships extend well into childhood, as
yours and Wayne's did for me,
they have deep significance. May you be comforted in Wayne's
passing. My love to you, Carol D. Anderson
Carol D. Anderson - April 18, 2018 at 12:48 PM

