William Dewey Farnsworth
April 10, 1921 - May 17, 2014

William Dewey Farnsworth was born April 10, 1921, in Colonia Juarez, Chihuahua,
Mexico to Mary Margaret McGuinty and William Jefferson Farnsworth, their first of 6 boys
and 2 girls. His boyhood was divided between El Paso, Texas, Colonia Garcia and Colonia
Dublan, Mexico, where he learned to work and “have fun” carrying water, milking cows,
riding horses for his Dad’s hunting business, irrigating, attending school, and excelling at
Scouting. As a teenager in the Depression years, he worked for his Dad in the family
delivery business in El Paso, with newspaper routes on the side, graduating from High
School in 1940.
After an unprofitable summer selling his uncle’s books, he went to train and work for
Douglas Aircraft in Santa Monica, CA. America was drawn into WWII on December 7,
1941. Bill enlisted in the Navy, testing out to become a Naval Aviator in 1943. After
extensive flight training, he received orders in 1945 to the Pacific theater of the War in a
flight squadron aboard the USS Essex, flying the F4U Corsair on many combat missions
on and off that carrier. His LDS buddies were a great support to each other.
After the war he attended UCLA where he met Glenona Robison by being associated with
the Lambda Delta Sigma (LDS) group there. Both fell deeply in love and were married
June 21, 1948 in the Mesa Arizona Temple. Bill’s 27 year Naval career took them all over
the United States. Most of their nine children (one boy and 8 girls) were born in different
places. Bill’s assignments included the Korean Conflict as a fighter pilot, Naval Postgraduate schools, a Master’s Degree in Aeronautical Engineering, a test pilot for
McDonnell Aircraft and the U.S. space program in St. Louis, MO, and Commanding Officer
of the Naval Air Rework Facility in Norfolk, VA. Bill served as a counselor in two Bishoprics
and as Bishop of the Norfolk Ward during those years.
After retiring from the Navy, his second career began in 1970 as the Assistant to the
Director of Media Services at BYU. With Darrel Monson’s death in 1974, Bill became the
Director of the Division of Media Services, appointed by President Dallin H. Oaks. He later
received expanded responsibilities for KBYU and BYU Motion Picture Studio. Bill retired

from BYU in 1983, after distinguishing himself again as an able leader.
During those years he was also a partner in the family businesses of the Skier’s Lodge in
Park City and of a plaza and store in Provo. He also served as a member of the General
Church Meetinghouse Library Committee and on the High Council of a BYU Stake. Later
he was called to serve as a Branch President twice in the MTC. Bill and Glenona loved
that assignment.
For nearly 44 years, Bill and his family lived in the Edgemont 8th Ward, where they
enjoyed the love and support of loyal friends and neighbors. They continued to serve Bill
even after his relocation to a nearby assisted living center.
Perhaps one of his greatest contributions was to write his autobiography, a book entitled
The First Seventy Years. We were only privileged to have 23 of the next 70 years.
Bill passed away May 17, 2014, at the Courtyard at Jamestown Assisted Living Center in
Provo, surrounded by 5 of his 9 children. He made many friends there in 6 months; he
made many friends wherever he went. His greatest friends are his numerous family
members who love him forever.
Bill was preceded in death by his “loving, beautiful wife” Glenona, his brothers Frank, Earl
and Bob, his sister Betty Roach, his grandson Troy Andersen, his sons-in-law Tim
Andersen and Conrad Teichert. He is survived by his brothers Jack and Al, his sister Mary
Kleinman, his 9 children Joy (Paul) Moody, Diane Teichert, Nancy (Charlie) Davis, Brad
(Debbie) Farnsworth, Raelene (David) Card, Jana (Cory) Westbrook, Karen (Jeff) Murphy,
Yvonne (Wayne) Hubert, Melinda (Brian) Larson, his 43 grandchildren, and his 54 greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, May 24, 2014 at the Edgemont 8th
Ward Chapel, 3050 Mojave Lane, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary of
Provo, 185 East Center Street, Friday evening from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the church
Saturday from 9-9:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment at Provo City Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, contributions to the Church Missionary Fund are encouraged.
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Comments

“

Dear Farnsworth Family,
Your dad was awesome! He was my Home Teacher in the Edgemont 8th Ward. I
loved him. He was always so kind to me and always said hello to me for years after.
Glad he can be with your mom!
Love, Jana Kunz Porter

Jana Kunz Porter - May 27, 2014 at 09:32 AM

“

Brad, Debbie, Raelene, and other family memebers,
We, my husband Gary (who was your fathers most recent branch president) and I
are so very sorry we can not attend Bill's funeral service. Gary is out of town on city
council business and I have come down with a miserable flu-cold combination. We
want you to know we will miss seeing your father at our meetings. We are, however,
so pleased he has moved on and has rejoined your lovely mother. We know he too is
pleased. With love, The Winterton's

Vicki - May 24, 2014 at 11:38 AM

“

Our condolences to the Farnsworth Family. Its was our pleasure serving you. We
loved hearing Bill talk about his book and his life experiences.
Connect Hearing, Todd and Debbie

Debbie Turetzky - May 22, 2014 at 02:45 PM

“

Dear Farnsworth Children, How I appreciate years and years of memories with the
Farnsworth Family. Even if your Father did buy our house in Monterey! Woody will be
so happy to see Bill once again. I know how you will miss your Mother and Father but
just think of the reunion they will have! Your are great examples, each one of you and
I love you very much. Marva

Marva Wood - May 21, 2014 at 10:19 PM

“

Great memories are like having roses in the winter. Great memories are what Ann and I
have from our time with the Farnsworth family in Norfolk, Virginia and even here in Utah.
Bill was a great leader and an example as are his children. It is so wonderful to have the
Gospel in our lives and know Bill's passing is just that...a brief stay here on earth and an
eternity together with his family and wife after his graduation from the school of life. We will
miss you Bishop Farnsworth.
Floyd and Ann Holdman - May 22, 2014 at 05:27 PM

